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AE Reale of publiſhihg' this 
 Treetife; ii becauſe ſome People 
Rd "Heftred Lali faction from me, what 
the Sin againſt" the Holy Ghoſt is : 
Bui Teould Fndtmak#'a Full Deferi ion 
of Ft in ſhorty thereforett cam? in my 
mind to enlarge npon it ma ſmall Boot, 
ao herrin they may recgive full 8 ae 
lion about it. Hud this Ibave done, 
10 from the Opinions of others, but 
from the true and\orittent/ord. 8. 
This Sin can be committed blit 
 vndyet ſometimes it ftealsinto the Ling 
of them that commit it, xohen they diſ- 
ceſn it not. But the Lord of his 
keeps ws all, both From that fin, and 
alſo from the Reign and Dominion 
every Sin; which that ve way de, 1. 
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A TABLE of feveral TEXTS, 
Diſcourſed upon. 

HERE is a fin: unto death, 

1 John v. part of verſe * 16. 

Pray without ceaſing t T heff. * 
— Behold now is the accepted ti 2 

behold! now ĩs the day of lat. 
on, 2 Con. vi. part of verſe 6. 


And the Angel which Lſaw 33 


upon the tea, and upon the earth, 
lift up his hand to heaven: and 
ſwear by him that liveth for ever 
and. ever, Cc. that there ſhould 
be time no longer. Rev. x. 5. 


and part of verſe 6... 


ut as tor me and my houſe, we will 


Aerve the Lord, 70%. xxiv. part 


| of verſe 15 
Good maſter 2820 Vos giog ſhall 


© on 


Marvel not at. this; the Hour is 


I do that I may 98 aa life? 
Matt. xix. 16. 


coming, in the which all that are 
in the grave ſhall hear his voice, 
and ſhalt come forth, they that 
have done good unto the reſurrec- 


tion of life, and they. that have 


— 
- 


*.,. damnation, ob v. 28. 29.: 
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\HIS fa, which St. John calls here 


The fin unto Death, is the unpardon- 
able fin againſt the · Holy Gboſt, deſeribed 


by our bleſſed Saviour, Mart. xii. 3 2 hat 


whoſoever commits: it hath no forgiyeneſs. 


neither in this world, nor in the world to 
come. For, All manner of ſin and blaſphemy 
Hall be forgiven unto men, but the blaſphemy. 


of the Healy Gheft foall not be forgiven unto men, 


And he that ſpeaketh a word againſt the San it 


Hall be forgiven him; but whoſoever [peaks a- 


gainſft the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall; never be forgiven, 


neither in ibis world, nor in the world to-coms. © 
This fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is, that ſinwhich N 


St. John calls here the Sin unto Death, Not be · 


cauſe that ſin deſerves death alone, forſo does 


N * A 3. . alt 


n 
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© O ile unpardonable Sin 
all fi» deſerve death,” both temporal and 
eternal, for the wages of fin, even all fin, 
is death, Rom. vi. 23. But thi: fin againſt 
the, Holy Ghoſt is called 7% /n unto death, 
becauſe it binds .a man over to eternal 
death without any poſſibility of recovery. 
Now ſome there are, that go on from one 
degree of fin to another, they heighten and 
aggravate their fins more and more, until 
they are brought to that height at laſt, as to 
commit that fin far which there is no for- 
giveneſs. N | 

There is no mere man fince the fall that 
can live without ſin, for all are ſinners; but 
yet there are degrees of fin; ſome fins in thei? 
own nature are ſmall, others are more great 
and heinous. Many fins there are that are 
great, yet pardonable, and one fin there is 
unpardonable; and whoſoever commits that 
ane fin thall have no forgiveneſs, but muſt 
for” ever bear the weight and puniſhment 
both of that and of all his other fins. 
There is ſuch a fin! as St. John ſpeaks of 
Here in my text, that is a fir unto death, 
And now J come to the exptication of the. 
word, from whence I ſhall raife this point 
Doct.) That among , other fins commited by 
mankind, there is only one fin, that ir a 
Ain unte death; and who/oever committed that 

be barb no for giwenęſi, neither in this world, 
© nor inthe world to comm. 
No for my further proceeding on this, 
fobie&, I ſhall lay open to you, Firſt, 


egainſt the Holy Ghoſt. 7 
Firſt, What he ſin unto death is. 

Secondly, That all other fins, how great 
and heinous ſoever, may be forgiven. |. | 

Thirdly, That this fin alone ſhall never be 

forgiven. = | 
eurthly, The reaſon why this fin alone is 
unpardonable. And then, A 
Laſtly, I ſhall conclude all with a few 
words of application. . 
I ſhall begin firſt with the deſcription, of / 
this unpardonable fin ;. where I ſhall endea- . 
vour to make as plain a deſcription of it aa 
poſſibly I can; and in doing of it, I ſhall, 
1. Shew you negatively, what is not this 
fin. 2. 1 ſhall ſhew, you poſitively what 
it is. — 
I. I ſhall ſhew you negatively, what is 
not this fin unto ceath; or in what degree 
a man may fin, and yet ndt commit that 
'unpardonable-ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

1. It is not every quenching of the mo- 
tions of the ſpirit, that is this fin. It is true, 
when the Holy Ghoſt comes with à ſtill 
voice, and knocks at the door of ſinners for 
entrance, ke often comes and ſtrives wi 
them, and ſecretly, woes and beſeeches them - 
to leave their fins and be converted; yet 
they quench and ſtifle all his motions, and 
bear up their hearts againſt him, and will 
not he obedient to his - heavenly calls; nor 
ſuch fin grievouſly againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 
but yet this alone is not the unpardonable * _ : 
{in againſt the Holy Ghoſt; for many that 

q 4 have 


_- 
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8 Of the Unpardonable Sin 
have flood it out a long time, And have often 
quenched apd prieved the holy ſpirit, yet 
7 have deen wrought upon unto 
fincere converſation. ' © ” 

2: A, man may commit mary heinons | 
2nd crying ſins, and yet de not guilty of the 
unpardonable fin againit the Holy Ghoſt. A 
man may be an idolater, a whoremonger, a 
fornicator, a murtherer, and work kt 
craft, and fin with a very high hand; nay, 
he may live in all manner o filthineſs and 
 lewdneſs, and yet not be under the guilt of 
the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
Thus we read, 2 Cron. xxxiii. that Manaſſab 
finned with a very high hand; he was an 
idolater, and inchanter, and worked witch- 
craft, and dealt with familiar ſpiriss, and 
wrought much evil in the 2 of the Lord. 
And Mary Magdalen had ſeven devils caſt 
out of her, Late viii. 2. and yet both were 
pardoned. 
3. A man may fin preſumptuouſly egainſt 
great light and knowledge, and yet not 
commit this un unto death: For Peter, when 
he denied Chriſt, did it againſt great know- 
ledge of Chriſt: he knew Chriſt to be his 
Lord and Saviour, be was one of Chriſt's 
beloved diſciples, and for all that how ftrong- 
ly he denied Chriſt, and with an Oath; 
and yet for all that, Chriſt looked upon him 
with a merciful eye, ad he repented and 
Was forgiven, 


4. le 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 9 
4. It is not every malicious fin that is the 
unpardonable, 40 againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 
for St. Paul cErtainly had great malice in his 
heart, when he went on ſo furiouſly to per- 
ſecute the church of God, and yet he was 
converted, and became a preacher of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, which before he perſecuted. 
5. And Laſtly, It is not final pnbelief, nor 
final impenitence, that is the unpardonable 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, tho? ſome be of 
opinionthat it is, becauſe that fin is unpar- 
donable, and Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid, Matt. 
xix. 13. That all manner of fin and blaſphemy 
(hall be forgiven unto man, except it be the fin 
againſt tbe Holy Ghoſt, But you are to take 
the words of our Saviour in their true ſeriſe . 
and meaning; it is all manner of ſin and 
blaſphemy committed within the compaſs of 
a man's life that ſhall be forgiven, except 
the ſin again the Holy Ghoſt; for the fin 
of final impenitence and final unbelief, is 
not completed until the very moment of a' 
man's death; and then you all know, that 
there 1s no repentance, and conſequently no 
pardon after death, for Chriſt ſaid, He that” 
ins againſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath no forgiveng/s, 
neither in this world, nor in the world to come. 
Now, why ſhould Chriſt ſay i» this world, 
if there bz no ſpace to be forgiven in this 
world ? but a man may commit the unpar- 
donable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, many 
years before his death. Beſides, there are 


many; thouſands that die in impenitence and 
" 5 unbelief, 


10 Of the Unpardonable Sin 


i unbelief, and are damned, and yet ber 


committed the unpardonable fin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus have I ſhewed you negatively, what 


Is not this unpardonable ſin, none of thoſe 


ins in particular is that fin. | 
II. I come now to ſhew you poſitively, ' 
what this fin unto death is, and wherein 
this unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
doth confit. Now there are ſeveral opinions 
in the world about it, but I will endeavour, 
through God's help, to lead you to the plain 
fight of it by the light of the holy ſcripture. 

Now, in the firſt place, you muſt know, 
that there are two ſorts of people that cannot 
commit this unpardonable fin. - 


Ihe true believers cannot commit it, be- 


cauſe it is a fin againſt great light and k now- 
tedge. Indeed the greateſt part of the world 
ſhall be damned; yet among the preateſt 
part there are but few of them that can com- 
mit that unpardonable fin againſt the Holy 


| Ghoſt. 


Some hath both light and grace, theſe 


Mall not commit the unpardonable fin, 
Again, ſome have neither light nor grace, 
theſe cannot commit that unpardonable fin 
* againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Now there muſt 


be two ingredients to make up this unpar- 


donable fin; that is, light in the head, and 
malice in the heart; without thefe two, the 


in againſt the Holy Ghoſt cannot be com- 


mitted: for to fin againſt great light and 


knowledge, 


knowledge, is not that ſin; nor yet to ſin 
ignorantly without malice, is that fin ; but 
they muſt both join together, to make up 
this unpardonable fin. This we ſee plainly, 
by the example of St. Peter and St. Paul; 
Peter denied Chriſt, and forſware him- 
ſelf too, and that grievouſly, againſt light 
and knowledge; for he knew Chriſt to be 
the only begotten ſon of God, and he knew 


God in him, he was one of Chriſt's diſci- 


les, and one of his beloved diſciples too; 
he was taught of Chiiſt. and had experi- 
mental knowledge of his love and favour, 


and yet he wickedly with an oath denied 


him. Now if Peter had dane this out of 
malice and , ſpite, then be bad committed 
that in unte death, for which there is no 
forgiveneſs j but Peter had no malice in his 
heart all this while, even at that time when 
he denied Chtiſt, as you may ſee in Matt. 
xxvi. 34, 35. When Chriſt told him, before 
the cock crow thou._ſthalt deny me. thrice ; 
he anſwered, if | ſhould die with thee, I will 
not deny thee, and then denying him through 


infirmity and weakneſs of the fleſh, when - 


he had conſidered what he had done, he went 
out and wept bitterly, wer/. 75. But Paul 


bad great malice and ipite againſt the ways 
and people of Goh, as you may ſee, Ads ins - 
1. Paul breathed out threatnings and ſlaugh- 


ter againſt the diſciples of the Lord, and 
went to the bigh prieſt, deſiring of him let- 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 11 


— 
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was; for the angels being only ſpirits, with - 


": 
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ters to Demaſeus, to the ſynagogues,” that 1 


he found any in this way, whether men or 
women be ſhould bring them bound to 
Jeruſalem. Now here was great rage and 
malice in Saul, againſt the ways and the 
people of God: but doing it ignoraatly 
He at laſt heard a voice ſaying, Saul, Saul, 
Why perſecuteſt thou me? and ſeeing a * 
from heaven, and hearing it was Jeſus” that 


He perſecuted, he was pricked at the heart, 


and trembling and aſtoniſhed, , ſaid, Lord, 


© auhat wile then have me ds ? Now by theſe 


two places of ſcripture you may plainly 
ſee that Peter ſinned againſt great light, and 
Paul out of great malice, yet neither of them 
committed the unpardonable fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. But whenſoeyer light and 


| malice meet together in one man, then there 


3s the ſin againſt the Holy Ghaſt. Now as 
all other ſins, ſo is this ſin againſt the Holy 


| R — 


In thought; that is, when a wicked 


| bans: againſt his clear light and knowledge, 


doth but conceive a malicious thovght or 
purpoſe towards perſecuting the goſpel of 
Chriss or of the ſaints of Chrift, to hinder 
the work of the Holy Ghoſt in them, 
This fin, as is to be thought, was the fin 
of the loſt angels, for which cauſe they were 
loſt withdut all hopes of pardon. Now 


fome diſpute, whether this fin was a fin of 


the thought, but I ſay in all likelihood it 


out: 


( 


out bodies, andeſo- having no uſe of bodily 
ron goes, it could not be committed in word, 
nor yet could they commit it in action, 
becauſe they were caſt out of heaven, before 


they cpuld bring it into practice; therefore 


it muſt be a ſin of the thought, 

Now this fin was this; there habitation 
being in the higheſt heavens, and under 
God himſelf, they had exceeding great light 
and knowledge; they had more knowledge 
than all the men in the world ever had, and 
were bappy above all other creatures; But 
when not being contented with this eſtate, 
they thought to be as high as God himſelf, 
therefore they maliciouſly ſought to make 
war againſt the ſon of God, and put bim 
out of his throne ;. for which- cauſe they 
were immediately thruſt out of heaven, ne- 
ver moze to lee the face of mercy; and thus 
from the beginning they have been counted 
malicious and 1evengetul, as raging beaits, 
and as roaring lions; thus their ſin being of 


the ame nature with the fin apgaink the _ 


Holy Ghoſt, they were excluded all hopes 
of pardon. - | ; _ 
But that the fin of our firft parents was not 
dhe unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
is clear; for tho? they ſinned againſt great 
light, yet they obeyed, and complied. with 
the will of God, even when the tempor 
came, until at laſt they were enticed and 
overcome ; but they did not fall maliciouſly, 


and ſo were not excluded all pofiibility of 


mercy. 


F 


2. This 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 13 : 
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2. This fin may be committed in word 
too; that is, when a man ſpeaketh blaſphe- 
mouſly and malicioufly of Chriſt and his 
holy ways. This was the fin of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, Mark in 22. Here were cer- 
zain ſcribes came and /aid, this fellow hath 
Belzebub, and cafteth out dewils by the prince. 
of dewiis. I herefore faith Chriſt unto them, 
ver. 28, 29. Ferily Lay unto you, all fins ſhall 


"be forgiven to the ſons of men, and blaſphemies 


.avherewtith forever they ſhali blaſpheme': But 


'. * Zapboſcever ſhall blajſpheme a gainft the Holy Ghoft, 
| bath never forgiweneſi, but i is in danger of eter- 


nal danination.  - 

Now the reaſon of this ſpeech of our | 
bleſſed Saviour is ſhewn in ver. 30. becauſe 
they ſaid, he hath an unclean ſpirit ; which 
plainly ſhews that theſe ſcribes. had ſpoken 


' blaſphemy againit the tioly *5hoſk: As theſe 


ſcribes were great learned men, they could 
know' no other but that Chriſt was the ſon 
of God, and muſt kno that he caſt out 


devils by the ſpirit of God, and yet they, out 


of ſpite to Chriſt, maliciouſly and blaſphe- 
mouſly ſaid, That be caſt out devils by Belze- 
bub the chief of devils. Thus the fcribes/ 
committed the unpardunable ſin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt. and that in word. 


3. This fin fnay be committed in action 


too; that is, when a man being once thorough- 
1 enlightened, having entered upon a holy 


. .courſeof life, and taſted the comforis of God's 
. and ſome foretaſte of the joys of 
heaven, 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 1 
heaven, and not only makes profeſſion. of 
the goſpel, but teaches: it to others; yet ut 
laſt takes a:diſlike to the holy courſes; and 
through ſpite; and malice utterly forſakes, _ 
oppoſes, and perſecutes thoſe good ways of 
God, which he before. profeſſed and taught. 
But to ſum up this poin:, this unpardonable 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is fully deſcribed 
by the apoſtle to the Hebrews, chaps, x. 26, 
27, 29. For if ae fin wilfully after aue haue 
received the knozoledge off tre truth, there 
remaineth no more ſacrifice for fin, but a 
fearful locking for of judgment, and fiery 
ind!guation, which ſhall devour the adver- 
ſaries. Oy how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall 
he be thought worthy, auh have tredden 
under foot the Jon of God, and counted tae 


blood of the covenant, wherewith he g 


ſanctifed, an unboly thing, and hath dont 
deſpite to the ſpirit of grace? Like viſe, Heb. 
vi. 4, 5, 6. For it is "impoyſible for thoſe aubo 
were made partakers of the Hoiy Ghoſt, © 
and have tafted the good word of God, ahd 
the powers of the world to come, if they 
fall. away, to. renew them again to repen- 
tance, ſeeing they crucify to themſelves af reſb 
the /on of God, and put him tn gpen ſhame. ', | 

I ſhall a little explain theſe words, and N 

then proceed. 
51. I his fin unto death is an 2 fo; 
now to oppoſe a thing, is to contradict it, 
or gainſay it; as when a man ſays a thing 25 
90 3 


wy 


—— 


- 
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10 and ſo, he denies it, and ſays it is not ſo; 


or when a man ſays a thing muſt be done, 


he ſays again, it muſt not, or it ſhall not be 
done; ſuch an oppoſition is in the heart of 
him that commits this unpardonable fin ; 
but à man may be an oppoſing man, and 
yet not commit this fin: Lherefore, 

2. It is the truth he muſt oppoſe ; that is, 
he muſt utterly oppoſe and reject Chriſt, who 
faid I am the truth, John xiv. 9. He oppo» 
feth all his threatnings, and will not believe 
his promiſes, and counts the blood of the 


covenant to be an unholy thing: Nay, he 


alſo oppoſeth the ſpirit of Chriſt, who is the 

fpirit of truth, So that he will not obey 

his motions, and will not be led or guided 
by him but a man may oppoſe the truch, 

and do it ignorantly: Therefere, 

It muſt be the known truth that he op- 

ch; he muſt be once enlightened : But 

a muſt know, that it is not only a rational 

knowledge, and human learning, for he may 


know much of God, and of his will, in the 


letter of the word, and yet not be capable 


.of committing this e e fin : But 
he muſt be fo far enlighter, 


as to ſee the 
i that is in fin, and the excellency of 
Ehriſt, he muſt taſte of the heavenly gift, 
and be made partaker of the Noly Ghoſt; 
and taſte of the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come; and by 
the blood af the covenant, which he counts 


ns an unholy thing, he is in part ſanctified 


and cleanſed from many ſins; he muſt have 
ſweet 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 17 
ſweet communion with God in his word and 
ſacraments; he muſt have ſome taſte of the 
love and favour of God, and comforis of 
his ſpirit, and be refreſhed by it, agd taſte 
of the joys of heaven, and have ſome fore- 
taſte of the he ppinefs of the world to come. 
This is that light of knowledge that 
lays a man open to the committing of chat 
unpardonable ſin: But yet à man may ſin a- 

gainſt all his light and experimental know - 
ledge, and yet do it thro? the weakneſs of 
the fleſh, or thro? ſome violent temptations, 
on Peter did when he denied Chriſt: : Tu 
ore: | 
4. He maſt oppoſe, the knows eh wid 
fully; he muſt wilfully fall away, after he 
bath received the knowledge of the truth; 
other fins are committed thro' infirmity, hut 
this fin is wilful, the will is the chief actor 
in it; and to compleat and make up rhis 
ae fin, there is, WER 
5. Malice in the heart; without this, this 
fin cannot be committed; it muſt be a ma- 
licious oppoſing of the known: truth; that - 
is, when a man being once enlightened; and 
having taſted of the heavenly gift, and the 
| word of God, and hath been made 
partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and hath had 
fome ſweet reliſh and foretaſte of heaven, 
he comes to take a diſlike, and to hate the 
holy ways of God, and malicioufly oppoſe 
' and perſecute them, in defpite to the ſpirit 
of grace,  crucifying afreſh the ſon of God, 
and putting him to open ſhame Now 


f 
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Now na man Having gone thus far, he 
comes in the laſt place to be an apoſtate; 
for thus to oppoſe wilfully and maliciouſly 
the known truch, is always joined with final 
and total apoſtacy: for he that is ſo far 
enlightened as to ſee the evil of fin, and the 
excellency of Chriſt and holineſs, and hath 
been made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, of 
his graces and comforts, and taſted of God's 
love and favour in Jeſus Chriſt, and has ſome 
- foretaſte of the joys of the world to come: 
for ſoch a one wilfully, ſpitefully, and ma- 
liciouſly to fall away, he ſo falls as never to 
riſe more. is true, the children of God 
fall, and that often, and riſe again; but 
then they fall through weakneſs or infirmity, 
and not wilfully or maliciouſly ; but theſe 
wicked wretches fall wilfully and malici- 
ouſly, and ſo fall finally. Againſt ſuch, 
the door of mercy is ever ſhut; concerning 
ſach, St. Peter ſaid, It had been better for 
them not to have known the avay of righteouſn:/5 
than after they had known it, to turn from the 
boly commandment. delivered unto them: but it 
bp pened to them according 10 the true proverb, 
T he dog is returned to his own womit again, and 
ile ſoau that was waſhed, to her wallowing in 
the mire, 2 Pet. ii. 21, 22. There is a 
dreadful place in ſcripture againſt theſe kind 
of apoſtates, that is, Heb. x. 20. For if we 
fin wwilfully after we have received the knows- 
lege of the truth, there remaineth no ſacrifice 


for fan, but a fearful looking for of judgment and. 
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egainſt the Holy Ghoſt. 19 
fiery indignation. Thus have I given you 
five ſteps as ſo many links in a chain, all 
which make up the unpardonable fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. It is a wilful and malic; 
ous oppoling of the known truth, joined 
with final apoſtacy. Thus have I ſhewed 
| you, as plain as Ne went this-fin unto 
is. | \ 
« "Secondly, The next Gb te be condoiad 
is, that all other ſins or blaſphemies what · 
— may be forgiven; be our ſins never 
ſo great and many, tho' he be the vileſt 
wretch that ever TY yet there 'is hapes 
of | pardon upon repentance. Manafſeh was 
the vileſt wretch that we ever read of, yet 
be repented and was pardoned: Alſo Mary 
Magdalen was the chief of ſinners, for out 
of nher came ſeven devils, yet, becauſe the 
loved much, much was forgiven her. A 
man may be a whoremonger, and adulterer, 
and work witchcraft, and deal with familiar 
ſpirits, and yet at laſt he may'repent and 
be ſaved; and yet I have broke talle of 
ſome that are ſo fooliſh as to take the fin of 
fornication for an unpardonable fin, from 
God's own words in the fourth command - 
mevpt. I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
viſiting the fins of the fathers, unto the third 
and fourth generation From whence they 
ſay, that children that are baſ. born, are 
not ſaved, unto the third and fourth gene- 
lit : But this is a moſt erroneous inter- 
pretation of God's word; it is thoſe * 
R hy 
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hate him, and continue bating of him, that 
he will infli& their 1niquities upon: For 
fornicators and adulterers themſelves may 
repent and be ſaved, much more the chil- 
drew who know nothing, nor could help 
nothing: For Chriſt with his own mouth 
tells the ſcribes add phariſees, Mat. xxi. 
31. That the publicans and harlots ſhall 
enter into the kingdom” of beaven before them ; 
For "there it n fin but what. is. pardon- 
denable, except the fn againf the Holy m_ 
„ 
Thiraly. This fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
is alone the fin. unto death; that is, a fin 
unpardonable, never to be forgiven, neither 
in this world, nor in the world to come: 
Not becauſe the merits of Chriſt are not 
| ſufficient to pardon it, for this fin; as well as 
other fin, are but finite, whereas the merits - 
of: Chriſtare infinite. 

Object. What is the reaſon then that this fin 0 
cannot bt forgiven ? 

Au. This neden brings me to the fourth 
thing conſiderable; do but mind me a little, 
and 1 will, as plain and as clear as I can, 
tell you what the reaſon is. 

This fin is called the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, not becauſe. it is a fin againſt the | 
perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, for fo is all fin 
againſt his perſon; but it is called the fin * 
apainſt'the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe it is againſt 
the office and work of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Now every one of the three perſons. have 
their 
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their parlicular work. The work of the 
Father is to create; the work of the ſon is 
to redeem loſt ũnners; and the work of the 
Holy Ghoſt is to enlighten, convince, ſanc- 
tify, and convert them. Now a man com- 
mitting this unpardonable fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, rejects all this work of the 
fit. Now for a man to be ſo thoroughly 
enlightened by the. Holy Ghoſt, that he 
cames to know the evil of fin, and his loſt 
and; undone condition without Chriſt, and 
that none but the merits of Chriſt can ſave | 
bim; and notwithſtanding wilfully and ma- 
liciouſly oppoſes him, and the work of his 
ſpirit, and refuſes to be beholden to him for 
ſalvation; now for'ſuch a one, I ſay, to be 
Wen is utterly impoſſiblfeQ. 
Object. But auby vs it impeſſible ? Notbing 
it imnellible with God. 
A. Nothing is impoſible with God chat 
does not imply à contradiction: But that 
God will forgive the ſin committed againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt implies a contradiction: 
For how can he have pardon given him that 
utterly rejects it? As for inſtance 
A man chro' ignorance may deny Chriſt, 
(nay, maliciouſly fall from the profeſſion of 
the truth into all kind of wickedneſs, as did 
St. Paul, and the eu that cruciſied Chriff) - 
yet not falling againit light and knowledge, | 
there is room, for the Holy Ghoſt to work 
upon him, to enlighten him, and to convince 


Aim of his folly; and ſo make way for con- 
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verſion. - But for a many when he is once 
enlightened by the Holy Ghoſt, and has had 
ſome taſte of God's lobe and favour;* and 
ſome foretaſte of tie j6y5- of heaven, and 
then at laſt, otterly oppofins this illominat- 
ing work of the ſpirit, wilfully and malici- 
oully to fall away, and . to reject the ſpirit's 
renzwing work; alas/!'then the Holy Ghoſt 
1 done, he has nothing more than that he 
can work in him, for this Wretched- creature 
Has utterly rejected him, his enlightening 
Wok, his convincing work, his ſanQify- 
ing Vork; be has utterly rejected Chriſt's 
pirdon; heaven and all“ Now this poor 
wretch is paſt all hopes of mercy, all hopes 
of paxdon 5 nay, for ſuch a one we are. 
forbidden to pray; as as you ſee in the verſe, 
whereof my text is a part. Now Chriſt 
prayed for them that maliciopſſy crucified 


Fim, Lyle xxiit. 34. ſaying, Father, forgive 


/ them, for rey know not what they do- Alas! 
they knew not what they were doing, r 
bal they | known it, they would not baue 
'the Lord ef giery, 1 Cor. ji. 8. 
But if rhey had known, and yet crucified 
him, Chriſt would not have ſpent his breath 
to pray for them; for it would have been 
in vain: For when a man has com- 
—— this unpardonable ſin, neither the 
Ving in heaven nor earth can do him any | 
good for as te" ſaith, Tore is _ 
| "nfo death. 25. 
ade ſhall. conehude with "A few words of ap- 
"Plicarion ; j 


— —t᷑—ẽ—— — — ::: — 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 23 
cation ; and” I will be as ſhort as poſſible, 
elt-thjs diſcourſe ſhould be too 9 for ſo 

bal a book: Here is: 

Firft, A word of comfort. 

Secondly, A word of counſel. 

Firft, A word of comfort It may be that 
by hearing and reading of this terrible dif- 
courſe your hearts begin to ach for fear that 
you have committed his unpardonable fin: 
But I think I have ſufficiently proved to you 
what it is; and [ tell you again, that there 
are but few that can commit it; nay, there 
are millions that are tormented in hell, vet 
never committed this fin ; nay, farther, an 
ignorant proteſtant may through weakneſs, 
and out of a laviſh fear. turn papiſt, and re- 
naunce his profeſſion, and yet not commit 
this“ - unpardonable fn againſt the Holy 
Ghott: For doing it out of ighorance and 
infirmity, there may be matter left for the 
Holy Ghoſt to work-ypon, whereby he may 
yet be converted and ſaved. Conſider this 
alſo, if you are afraid you have committed 
it, and wiſh, that you had not committed 
it, and would not commit it/ if it were to 
do again, then that is a true fign you have 
not committed it. | 

Secondly, I muſt conclude all with a word 
of counſel. 


I. Watch very diligently ag ainſt all fin: | 


But above.all, calls Ati food of the 
ſins that come near to the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; and they are theſe ; Hypocri- 
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ſy, taking only the outward profe ſſion of 
religion, and ſo diſſembling and mocking of 
God; ſinning wilfully againſt conviction of 
conſcience, and againſt great Kode and 
knowledge, ſinning preſumptnouſly (with an 

high hanc';) Theſe fins, tho“ none of them 
are the direct fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
yet they will come very near to it; therefore 
take ſpecial heed of them, left they, in time, | 
ſhould bring you to the commiting of that 

unpardonable renn | 


II. Labour to be ſincere in religion, and 
by a true faith engraft yourſelves in Chriſt, 


for they that be in Chriſt, can never commit 
this unpardonable fin : For know this, that 
among all the fins committed by fallen man- 


kinds, there is one ſin that is à n unto death, 


Which is the unpardonable ſin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, which whoſoever commits hath 
. NO forgiveneſs, neither in this world, nor 


„ = 


the world to come. We EF IE 
N Confeaer what hath been ſaid, and the Lord 
gn es ger fanding, 


l End of thi b SERMON. 
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| Saint s Duty and Exerciſe: I 
Or, an Earneſt | 


Invitation to the Throne of ä 
G * A C E. | 


— 


The F mw Part. 


THESS.v. 17: Pray without. 
= 3 i 6 


Te the glory of God and the Te = 
of ſouls, there is no ſubject more 
neceſſary for me to write upon, than to ſtir 
of ple to the duty of prayer, botk in their 
lies and in ſecret. I find ĩt a duty moſt 
ſadly neglected, not only among the pro- 
fane ſort of people indeed (who ſeldom or 
never pray in their families, therefor it is 
to be feared much leſs do they pray in 
ſecret) but I have been amongſt fuch as 
ſeem io be the beſt of people, that are juſt 
and righteous in their dealings towards 


others, that delight to hear the beſt-prea- _ 
chers, and join with the beſt aſſemblies, 
and are very kind and courteous towards 


others, and yet they neglect prayer in their 
families, Some of 3 I'know 5 * Vo 
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in their familics on evenings before they go 


to bed. But as for thole that make con- 


ſcience of performing the duty of prayer in 
their families, both morning and evening. 
they are ſo few, that there are but hore and 
there one to be found of them: This is a 
caſe very much bewailed and lamented: 
Nay, in this one duty I have juſt cauſe to 
condemn myſelf: for I may write with 
ſhame enough, that this duty of prayer has 
been too much neglected by me as well as 
by others: Nay, to this day, I find ſo much 
averſeneſs and backwardneſs to this duty, ſo 
much ſlorhfulneſs, deadneſs dulneſs of ſpi- 
rit; and ſometimęs one luſt, or one vanity 
or other fieals into my heart. which makes 
me think myſelf to be unfit for this duty of 
prayer, and I find it ſometimes very hard to 
pals overall-difficuliies, and perform the duty 
of prayer aright. This makes me the more 
pity others, looking upon others to be in 
the ſame condition with myſelf, * But 
conſider, friends, this is the work of the 
devil, who does what he can either to kee 
us from prayer, or elſe to diſturb us in 
prayer. 80 it was with the children of 
God, Job i. The ſons of God came there 
and preſented themſclves unto the Lord. 
But what to do? I anſwer, it was to pray 
and make ſupplication unto the Lord. Then 
it is ſaid that ſatan came among them: 
But what did he come among them for ? 1 
anſwer, it was, if he could, to keep, them 
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from their duty, or elſe diſturb them in their 
duty; by filling them either with wandring 
or diſtraded thoughts, thereby to cauſe 
them to loſe the benefit of the duty. Alas! 
friends, faithful prayer i, that which the. 
devil cannot endure ; for there is no weapon 
more powerful for the weakening ſatan's 
kingdom, and ſetting ep the kingdom cf 
Chriſt in the ſouls of finners, than prayer 
18. Pe, 
The devil 1s content that we ſhould read, 
and come to church, and bear ſermons, 
without much diſturbance, becauſe he thinks 
he may eaſily keep us from proſiting by the 
word; bot he labours with all his might to 
keep us from prayer and meditation, be- 
cauſe he knows, that theſe duties weaken 
his kingdom. But, my friends, let not you 
and T yield ourſelves up to ſatan's temptati- 
dns, but reſiſt him, and fir up ourſelves to 
ake hold on God, and call upon his name 
dy conſtant and fervent prayer. | 
Certainly if the wickednefs of the Sodo- 
tes grieved and vexed the foul of righte- 
dus Lot, it would grieve him much more, 
f he were now amongſt us in this degene- 
ate age, and ſaw how wickedneſs abounds 
n this world: How God is by one jadg- - 
nent or another frowning upon us for our 
ingodly doings; how that the end of all 
bings is near at hand, and yet how many 
rayerleſs. perſons and families there are 
mongt us; how many multitudes of people 
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28 The Saint's Exerciſe. 
can riſe in the morning, and go about their 
concerns in the world, and then to bed 
again at night, and never regard to pray in 
their families, but live as if they had not a 
God to ſeek; as if they had not an everlaſt. 
ing ſtate to prepare for: Friends let me 
deſire you to conſider theſe few things. 
Firſt, Conſider that your negle& of 
prayer is a ſign that you are none of God'; 
children, but you are yet in your unregene- 
fated and unconverted ſtate and condition, 
and it were better that you had never been 
born, than you ſhould die in ſuch a condi 
tion. O conſider that your breath 4s in the 
hands of God, and he may ſtop it when 
ſioever he pleaſeth; you cannot aſſure your 
ſelves of an hour to live: and is it not the 
_ dangerous thing to live in the neglect 
ayer? O friends! How dare you go fort 
in the morning without prayer, leſt deal 
ſhould meet you before night and caſt y 
into hell; or, 3 dares you at night | 
down in your beds, before you have bet 
at the throne of grace, and pleaded. the 
with the Lord by prayer, for grace, pardo 
and mercy, leſt you ſhould awake bet 
morning in the flames of hell: O do 
.* conſider now and then upon this, how 6 
+: £eedingly dangerous it is to live in the ne 
lect of prayer, But if you have the ff 
of prayer, if you give . yourſelves up 
._ Conſtant fervent prayer, this. is 4 figh 


... your new birth, and whenſoever de 
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comes, you are ſafe. You know, hed a 


child, as ſoon as it is born, cries; fo a ſin- 
ner, as ſoon as he is born again, falls a ery 


ing unto God, as it was ſaid of Paul, as 
ſoon as he is born again, Bebold he prayeth, 
Acts ix. 11. It is the ſpirit of adoption that 
makes us cry, Abba Fatber-. 

Secondly, Conſider the end, thy God re- 
quires prayer, and' let that encourage you 
to the duty. God does not require prayer 
that he may receive from us, for he is inſinitely 
and perfecily happy without us, and therefore 
needs not our performances. - But God be- 
ing willing to beſtow thoſe good things we 
need, and to communicate that grace and 
mercy. without. which we are miſerable for 
ever, therefore it pleaſeth God out of — 
infinite goodneſs, to require prayer, 
make us fit for the mercy which he 3 
we want: Therefore the Lord commands 
vs to pray always, Luke xxi. 36. Pray al- 
ways, that you may be \accounted worthy to g 
cape all theſe things, and ta fland before- the 
Sor of man. See 1 Tin. ii. 8. Rom, Xii. 12. 
Phil. iv. 6. And alſo here in the text, 
Pray without ceafing. 

Thirdly, Confider while you are + framers 
to prayer, you are ſlaves to the devil, and 


be is doing what he can to work out your | 


utter ruin and deſtruction: The devil is 


ſaid in 3 to fill the hearts of the un- 
godly, to keep" poſſeſſion of them, and to 
Work in the children of Liobedience, And 
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truly the devil finds ahundance of prey, for 
ſome watch not at ally end pray not at all 
againſi him. And they that pray not, are 
led ca ptive by ſatan at his pleaſure, and they 

do not care or deſire to have his ſnare bro- 
ken,' nor themſelves. recovered. Friends, 
conſider, the more you neglect prayer, the 
ronger your corruptions will grow, and the 
wore ſin will encreaſe in you, end the more 
fit you will be for utter ruin and deflruction, 
But on the other fide, the oftener you pray, 

and the more fervently you pray, the 
more ſin and corruption weaken in you, 
and more fit you are for grace and mercy: 
as it is a remarkable ſpeech among Mr, 
Dod's ſayings, prayer will make a man give 
over finring, or el/« fin will make a man give 
over praying, Or friends, as ever you deſire 
10 be delivered out of the thraldom of the 
devil, as ever you defire ti.e ſalvation of 
your ſouls, as ever you deſite to find grace 
and mercy at ihe hand of Ged, be perſuas 
ded to give. yourielves to carneſt icrvent 
prayer, But, 

Fourthly, Conſider, thoſe that are firangers 
to prayer, the God of heaven is againſt 
them. O dreadſul! Who are they that can 
ſtand before his indignation? M ho can de- 
ſend him againſt that arm that is om nipoue ni: 
The mountains quake, the bills melt, and 

- the very devils tremble before this God; 
ime it is dreadful to have ſo glorious and 
great a God an enemy: But an enemy he is 

| | a 
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to all them who do count his mercy and fa - 


vour not worth praying for: Thoſe that do 
not in:reat this God to be reconcited, now 


whilſt he offers to be reconciled to them, it 


is a hen they neither valae his love, nor. fear 


his wrath ; therefore his wrath they muſt a- 


bide, except they in earne.; ſeek uato him. 
Fifthly, Conſider, they that are ſtrangers 
to prayer, and will no: cry to God, now in 


the day of their vintation, wii pardon 
and mercy may be had, mutt look to be ne- 


glected when they are foiced to cry, when 


miſery and diſtreſs cover them. O read and 
tremble at the place in Prov. i. 26, 27, 28. 

Iwill laugh at your calantity, 1 will mock 
when your fear cometh + when your ſear ct - 
eth as dęſalatian, and your diſtruction cometh as 
a whirlwind, when diſtreſs and angaiſh ce ner 
upon you ; then foall thiy call upon me, but [ 


oll not anſwer; 2 ſhall ſce me, but they 


Hall not find me. My friends, if you will 
not ſeek the Lord now whilit he may be 


found, if you will not call upon him now, 
' whilſt he is near, Iſa, xi. 6: You may at laſt 
be ferced ie cry in your extremity and not be re- 


gard:d. 

S:xthly, Conſider that you live in the ne- 
gleR of prayer, that quickly the ne 
time Which you improve not, vill be paſt 
and gone; and then you ſhall beg, yea, and 
beg earneltly, but muſt certainly be denied, 


We read in ſcripture of calls that have not 
| been regarded, the fooliſh virgins came af. 


B 4 ter 
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ter the door was ſhut, and. cried Lord, Lord, 
open unto us; but alas! they fpoke when it 
was too late, therefore the reply was, 1 
know you not whence you are, Matt. xxv. 10, 
11, 12, when the rich man in hell begged 
for a drop of water to cool his tongue, this 
was not granted, Zuke xv. to intimate that 
not the leaſt mercy in hell is to be expected, 
nor the leaſt mitigation of torments is to be 
looked fot : All then will be ready to pray, 
Lord, open'the door that lets into thy king- 
dom and glory: Lord, vouchſafe a little | 
reſpite, a little eaſe in the midſt of our tor- 
ment. O but then God's ear will be ſtopped, 

| heaven's gate will be ſhat, and mercy will 
be gone for ever. O what a madneſs 1s it 
then to waſte our precious time, and not 
,come to the throne of grace before the day 
of grace comes to an end! 

Seventhly, and Laſtly, If you live in the 
negle of prayer, your mercies may turn to 
curſes, for that threatning is fulfilled. upon 
them, Mal. ii. 2. I will ſend a curſe upon you, 
and curſe your bleſſings. Prayer will turn cur- 
ſes into bleſſings ;. afflitions are part of the 
* curſe which are infli:d becauſe of fin: But 
prayers altar the nature of them, and turns 
them. into mercies and bleſſings; for the 
ſanctification of them being begged by 
prayer, and granted, they work together 
for the good of them: For (ſaith the apoſtle) 
alictions yield the peaceable fruits of righteou/- 


. neſatothem that are exerciſed thereby, , On the 
Y , | other | 
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other ſide, where prayer is not, there bleſſ- 
ings are turned into curſes, and good things 
which are received wotk together for the 
ſhame and ruin of thoſe that enjoy them. 
Common mercies are made a curſe unto 
prayerleſs perſons ; ſo if they continue in 
the negle& of prayer, they mult certainly 
miſs of thoſe eſpecial ſaving mercies reveal- 
ed in the goſpel ; as pardon of fin, juſtifica- 
tion by Chriſt, adoption, ſan&fication by 
the ſpirit, deliverance from hell, etern 
happineſs in the life to come. Ang God 
hath determined and declared in his word, 
that thoſe that will have theſe things muſt 
ſeek them: but if they ſeek them not by 
earneſt fervent prayer, it is a ſign they un- 
derftand not the worth of them, and there- 
fore muſt certainly and juftly 75 without 
them. God is not ſo prodigal of his mercies 
and favours, as to fling them away upon 
thoſe perſons that do not think them worth 
praying for. Theſe confiderations I have 
given you as an introduction to the matter 
enſuing, that you may be the more ftirred up 
to mind what I have to write; and if you 
have hitherto neglected prayer, that you 
would now in good earneft ſet about it.- O 
vou that are Rrangers, to prayer, confider 
that you are all this while in a moſt woeful 
and, miſerable condition; for. you are in 
your ſins, ſlaves to the devil, more ſtrangers 
to God, and under his wrath and curſe, , 
and if you ſhould die in this condition, you 
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are undone for ever. Therefore ſeek unto 
the Lord by earneſt prayer that you may 
be delivered out of this condition. 
Lou want a pardon, you want Chriſt and 
grace, and you are undone if you have not 
| theſe ſoul bleſſings, and you will not ply 
the , throne of grace for obtaining of 
them: friends, if you did but ſeriouſly con- 
fider your ſtate and your wants, you would 
find it; neceſſary to obey the words of the 
apoſtle. here in the text, and pray without" 
cg. Now the point of doctrine which [ 
ſhall raiſe from theſe words is this ; that it is 
both the duty and work of every true chriſtian 
to pray without ceafing., Now in my further 
handling this point concerning prayer, I ſha!l 
endeavour ½, to ſhew what prayer is, 245 
what, is it to pray continuzlly, 3dly, to 
ſhew ſome reaſons why we ought to pray 
«without ceaſing, Laſfiy, io make application. 
Firſt, what prayer is: 9 is an 
earneſt and fervent offering up of our defires 
to God by him, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for thoſe good things that are agreeable to 
God's will and our own neceſſity, now there 
, maſt concur theſe two things to make up the 
duty of piayer, ½. An eatneſt and fervent 
deſite, a longing deſire after thoſe graces 
and bleſings we come to God for, for there 
are ſome that come frequently to the throne 
of grace, and offer a form of words in a: 
praying way: I ſay a form of words, either 
com poſed ready to their hands, or elſe of 
3 5 theit 
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their own compoſing : and ſo they come to 
God with expreſſions of words, without an 
* hearty deſire after thoſe graces and mercies 


they ſeem ta pray for; but their deſites run 
out after other things, after their left, their 
covetouſneſs, and the things of this world: 
and yet they will ſe:m to pray mightily 


againſt ſin, and fleſhly luſts, which they 


have no deiire to be rid of, and for obtain - 
ing of thoſe graces and ſpiritual mereies, 


which they are not ſenſible of their want of, 


nor have any deſire to attain. But yet they 


will often make uſe of prayer either as a 


veil to hide and cover their wickedneſs, and 
to ſhew themſelves to the world to be religi- 
ous, or elſe a device, to quiet their con- 
ſciences in a courſe of fin; and fo they 
make confeſſion of fin to ſerve inſtead of 
forſeking of ſin; and praying inſtead of re- 
nting. Now ſuch a kind of prayer is a- 
bemiasbie to the Lord; yea this Rind of 
ray ing is indeed no praying, but only bab- 
bing diſſembling, and mocking of God; 
yea, it is lying unto God; Ephraim ((aid 
God) ccmpafeth me about with lies, Hol, xi. 
12. Hypocrites do not pray, but inſtead of 
praying, the lye unto God, they make as 
if they had a defire to know God, to love 
and obey God, to be holy and heayenly, 
when indeed they have no beart, no deſire to 
any ſuch thing.  Phis is the krtconcurrence 


to make up the duty of prayer, which is a 


hearty and fervent deſire after thoſe en 
| and 


\ 


| 


without which our praying is no praying, 
but babbling and - mocking of God. 245, 
The other concurrence to make up the duty 


- fires, either with the mind or voice; for if 
our deſires are never ſo great to attain grace 
and mercy, yet if we do not offer theſe de- 


theſe deſires alone is not praying; but where 
. there are hearty fervent deſires after grace 
and mercy, and thoſe deſires are expreſſed, 
either by ſighing, groaning, whiſpering, 
_ Tpeaking, L.. 

And this ſhall be ſufficient to ſhew what 
prayer is. | 

ew was, what is to pray without ceaſing. 
Now to pray without ceaſing, is not to do 
Ake unto that ſect, who thought that prayer 


there are other duties, which God hath re- 
: But in general to pray without ceaſing, im- 


_ God and our own neceflities call us unto 
prayer; this to pray without ceaſing. - But 


. Imphes: 


.  _ Frame to pray, whenſoever G as” 
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and good things we pretend to pray for, 


of prayer is this, an offering up of our de- 
fires up with mind and voice, our ſaying of 


y voice; this is praying indeed. 


Secondly, The next thing I promiſed to 


was, to be their whole buſineſs; no, no, 


quired, and prayer muſt not come in the 
way of other duties, to ſhuffle them out. 


plies a taking hold gf, and improving of al 
thoſe ſeaſons and opportunities, wherein 


- more particularly to pray without ceaſing, 


' Firſt, A being always in a diſpeſition an 
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r, The heart muſt be reconciled to the duty of 
prayer, and fall in love with it, and come 


4 to the throne of grace with delight, and alfo 
y de continually reſiſting of that backwardneſs 


and indiſpoſition to prayer, whenſoever the 
' ſeaſon of prayer approaches, and always to 
- watch our hearts to keep them in a praying 
frame. I enen 1452 ; 
 - Cecondly, To pray withot ceaſing, implies 
a praying in every ſtate and condition of 
life it pleaſeth God to call us to; for wich- 
out prayer fickneſs will be unſanctiſied, and 
health will be a judgment; without prayer, 
health and proſperity will be a ſhare, and - 
will occafion a forgetfulneſs of God, and a 
"daring to rebel againſt him, and will ſerve , 
d © to encourage a neglect of the ſoul and of 
N another world; and without prayer, adyer- 
a ſity will be intolerable, and if it be remo- 
r ved, it will be in danger. Thus no con- 
dition ſhould cauſe a neglect of prayer. 
Thirdly, To pray without ceaſing, implies 
' a preſervering in prayer, and never to give 
over until we have our requeſt granted. 
God in his wiſdom is. pleaſed ſometimes, to 
cCauſe us to ſtay longer for a mercy before it 
comes, both to make the mercy ſweeter to 
us when it comes, and alſo for the trial of 
his people's patience, whether they will 
perſevere and continue waiting at the throne 
of grace; and. thoſe that are true be» 
lievers will be content to wait, and to 
wait in God's way, until their prayers are 
granted 


N. 
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granted: ſo did the women of Canan, when 
ſhe came to Chriſt for mercy, ait; though 
at her firſt ſoit, Chriſt. gaye her no anſwer 
at all, yet ſhe; notwiihſtanding, continued 
her ſuit with more earneſtueſs, crying after 
him. But then Chriſt, though he ſpake, yet 
gave a ſeeming denial; and told her that be 
was not ſent but only to the loſt ſheep. of 
F/ael : and yet ſhe would nat give over, but 
cried again for help: but yet inſtead of 
helping her, he called her dog, and told her 
that it was not meet to take the childrens 
bread, and caſt it to the dogs. Then inſtead 
of leaving off her ſuit,” ſhe eame to Chriſt 
with great humility ;-ſhe acknowledged her- 
ſelf to be 'a dog. She-acknowledged her 
own unworthineſs of mercy ; but yet ſhe 
deſpaired not, but by faith pleaded Chriſt's 
mercy and bounty; telling him, Theugh 7 
being a dog am not wortby.to be made. a parta- 
ker of the childrens bread, yet the dogs may cat 
of the erumbs that fall from their maſter's table. 
This ſhews how thankful ſhe would have 
been for the laſt crumbs'of meicy ; where- 
WH upon jeſus immediately commended the 
| © greatneſs of her faith; and as it were gave 
her the key of his treaſure, and bad her 
take whatever ſhe wanted, whether mercy 
for herſelf, or mercy for her daughter, O 
_ averman, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even 
* as thou wilt, Thus I have ſkewed: what 
© prayer is, and what it is to pray without 
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Thirdly, The next thing is, to give ſome 
reafons why it is the duty and work of every 
Chriſtian to pray without eraſing, _ 
\ Firſt, We ſhould pray continually, becauſe 
God is always ready to bear; and tho? God 
knows our wants, is ready at all times to 
beſtow upon us whatſoever we want, yet 
the Lord in his wiſdom would have us to 
wait upon, him by fervent prayers for thoſe 
ſpiritual good things we want: not that 
prayer moves God, but becaufe continual 
ſervent prayer makes us ht to receive the 
* metcy we come unto him for. If God 
ſhould beſtow his ſpecial ſaving mercy upon 
a ſinner before he is fit for it, the metey 
would be but little prized by him, and God 
would have but little return of praiſes and 
thanks from him. Therefore, for this rea- 
ſon, God will be ſought unto for his ſpecial 
mercies before he will beſtow them. After 
God had promiſed to pardon, renew, and 
to hear [/rael, yet he appoints prayer, as a 
means to bring down theſe mercies, before 
he will beftow them, Zz-4. xxxvi. 37. Por 
all this I will be inquired of 'by the houſe of 
Vrael to do this for them, Conſider, friends, 
pardon is ready, and grace is ready, and 
mercy is ready to embrace you ſinners. 
_ Secondly, We muſt pray without ceaſing, 
_ continually, becaaſe Chriſt is contnually 
praying for us ; Chriſt prayed night and day 
© for us, when he was upon earth, even until he 
Was in an agony, aad now be is in heaven he 
| makes. 
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1 continual interceſſion for us, Heb. vii. 
Chriſt in heaven is always preſenting to 
15 father his ſuffering, and by his ſufferings 
and blood-ſned, all that we pray for has 
been purchaſed; the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
. cries in God's ear on the behalf of thoſe 
that pray, that the curſe that Chriſt hath bore 
may be removed from them, that the fin for 
which Chriſt was wounded may be forgiven 
them, thatoutof his fulneſs they may receive 
grace for grace, and that for his ſake they 
may be delivered from the wrath to come. 
Now, friends, if Chriſt prayed for us ſo long, 
and ſo fervently, until he was in an agony, 


. and ſtill 2 for us in heaven; ſhall we yet 
enefit of all for want of praying 


loſe the 


for ourſelves? O for mne! Seeing Chriſt 
doth his part, let us do ours. 


Tbiraly, We muſt pray without TIT 
. becauſe the ſpirit is always ready to help 
our infirmities, Rom. viii. 26. The ſpirit is 
ready to inſtruct us what to pray for; as to 
remove the load of this indiſpoſition to this 
duty, to quicken our deadneſs in the duty, 
to enlarge our deſires after grace, and to 


_  trengthen us to wreſtle for a bleſſing. 


F ourthly, We muſt pray contirually, be- 
_ cauſe ſatan is always ready to aſſault us; be 


* 


goes about like a rearing lion, ſeeking wines be” 


. may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. Satan is never idle, 
he ais always following us with ſnares or 


temptations, our life is full of temptations, 
And pl we not b comtinually pray againſt | 


l 
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ſatan and his aſſaults? wicked* ſpirits are 
continually engaged againſt us: We aureſile 
ſaid the apoſtle, with principalities and poav- 
ers and ſpiritual avickedneſs in high places, Eph. 

vi. 12, We bad need therefore to pray without 
ceaſing, ſeeing they ceaſe not endeavouring 
to bring us both to ſin and ruin. | 
Fifthly, and Laſtly, We ſhould pray with- 
out ceaſing, becauſe our corruptions quickly 
get ſtrength upon the leaſt negle& of 2 
f by our watching, praying, and wreſtlin 
with God we have got ſome ſtrength and 
power againſt our corruptions, as anger, 
pride, covetouſneſs, fleſby laſts, ſenſuality, 
and our affections are moved, and inflamed „ 
towards God and heavenly things, and we 
are got into a ſtate of grace, yet if we once 
let down our watch, and heglect prayer, 
our corruptions will get ſtrengtk again, and 
our graces will decay, and our love to God 
and holy things will decay: Now all theſe 
things conſidered, we may ſee that it is 
neceſſary for us to take care that we be not 
| carelefs, {light and negligent in our perfor- 
mance of this duty of prayer, but ſtir up 
ourſelves, in the performance of this duty, 
and to pray without ceaſing, 3 
Thus L have done with the doctrinal part: 
But before I proceed, I ſhall anſwer an ob- 
jection which may lie in the way. „ 
One objection which ſome will make is 
this, whether they ought to pray with a 
form ? Some there be that hold a form of 
prayer, and ſome be againſt it. Now 
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Now in anſwering this objection, I ſhall 
endeavour to reconcile both parties : You 
maſt note, that there are two kinds of 
prayer commanded by God: Fir}, public 

or family prayer; /ecendly, ſecret prayer. 
For the firſt of theſe, if you bz about 

Tk or family prayer, and are the ſpeaker, 

it i moſt convenient for you to pray in a ſet 
form of words, ſuited ta the genctal neceſſi- 
ties of thoſe that join with you, and the 
neceſſities of mankind in general throughout 
the world. Such forms as thoſe ate already 
compoſed by many eminent divines. I ſay, 
in public or family prayer, it is moſt con- 
venient to pray in ſuch a ſet compoſed form 
of words, that thoſe which joip with you, 
being acquainged with your matter, may with 
more” readineſs go along with you in your 
expreſſions. And as for the lawfulneſs of 
thoſe forms, conſider that Chrift hath gi- 
ven us a ſet form of prayer, which is the 
 Lerd”s Prayer. Now this form Chriſt hath 
given us both to be a rule and pattern to di- 
rect us in prayer, and alſo to be ufed in our 
prayers; the command of Chriſt in Mart. vi. 
9. is in theſe words, After this manner pray 
je, that is to teach us that the Lerd's Prayer 
is given us not only to be uſed as a form, 
but alſo to bea rule for directing us to pray, 
e<cordigg to that pattern. But in Late xl. 2. 
the command of Chiiſt is in theſe words, 
when jou pray, Jay, Our Father, &c. This is 
'*l{0 to teach us, that tne Lord's Prayers © 
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uſed not only as a pattern or rule, but alſo 
as a form to be uſed at the end of every 

publick prayer. a 4 N 
10 conclude this, writers record, that 
forms were uſed when our Saviour Chriſt was 
upon the earth, and Chriſt joined with them 
in thoſe forms: And yet Cariſt neither con- 


tradicted thoſe forms, nor blamed them for 


uſing them. Therefore if ycur otjeQion be 
concerning publick or ſamily prayer; | have 
ſufficiently anſwered that. | 

But Srcondly, If your objection ve concern - 
ing ſecret prayer, I ſhall ſoon reſolve you in 
that. If you aſk whether you ought to pray 
in 3 a form? This is the ſame thing 
as if you ſhould aſk, whether a man ought 
to make uſe of his legs, or make uſe of his 
crutches to walk with? For you all know, 
that if a man be lame, and cannot uſe his 
legs he ought to walk by crutches until he 
can have the uſe. of his BY and fling his 
crutches afide:. Even ſo thoſe that have hi- 
thetta been ſtrangers'to prayer, and alſo to 
t'. mſelves, who are weak, and have not 
attäined unto the gift of prayer, and 
theſe 3 to pray by a form, and to 
make uſe of ſuch forms as may lead 
them to the knowledge of their o particu- 
lar fins, and their own neceſſities; and then, 
as ſoon as they can come to know ;hemſelves, 
their own particular ſins and want, M as 


to confeſs them, their on corruptions and 
| incli- 
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inclinations, ſo as to lament over them, their 
own temptations, ſo as to pray againſt them, 
alſo their own wants, that they may beg of 
God to have them ſapplied ; then they ought 
no longer to uſe a form, dut to lay it aſide zs 
uleleſs, becauſe they are able to expreſs their 


own particular wants without it. Ard be- 


ſides, there are no written forms of prayer, 
that can fuit with the ſtate and condition of- 
every particular chriſtian; for one chriſtian 


is under one circumſtance, and another under 


another; therefore every one ought to ſtudy 
his own fins, temptations, and wants, and 
then fall to prayer, according as he finds his 
own condition to be. But, for a man under 
whatſoever circumſtance he be, yet for him 


to uſe a form, it is a ſign he prays for he 


knows not what. To givẽ you an inſtance or 
two, ſuppoſe you were a condemned malefac- 


tor, and were going to the king to beg a pardon 


you would not need a written form of words 


to carry with you; for your own condition 


would teach you what to ſay. Or, ſuppoſe 


© a beggar ſhould come to your door in a miſe- 
rable condition, ready to ſtarve with hung, 
you-would ſoon hear how hard he would 
beg, what complaints he would uſe, and whar 
| arguments hewould make to move your pity, 


without a written form of words: Even ſo 
if you have but a true fight and ſenſe of 
your fin and miſery, and of your want of 


. 5 ſuch and ſuch foul-mercies, you would not 


EA | need 
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need a written form to teach you what to ſay 
to God, when you come to the throne of 
grace. n 8 | 

Thus I hope I have ſufficiently fatisfied 
you in anſwering this objection, whether 
you ought to pray by a ſet form or not. 
Thus, having done with the doctrinal 
part, and anſwered theſe objections, I come 
now to the application. The firſt uſe ſhall 
be a uſe of lamentation. If it be ſuch a 
neceſſary duty of every chriſtian to pray 
without ceaſing, then what ſhall we think 
of thoſe that never pray, neither with their 
families, nor yet in ſecret? They mind noth- 
ing bur the things of this world, and the 
lutts of the fleſt, but never ſeek after God. 
Surely theſe muſt be in a ſad miſerable 
condition. This is a lamentation; and muſt | 
be for a Jamentation. * Ki 9550 Cope 
| Secondly, The next uſe ſhall be of caution? 
let us be cantioved againſt theſe two things: 
* Firſt, Let usgake heed of 4 formal, dull, 
careleſs and heartleſs performance of this 
' duty of prayer. And that it may be avoid- 
ed, take heed of ruſhing unpreparedly 1nto 
God's preſence. But if you aſk, how I ſhall | 
do to prepare myſelf aright for this duty of 
prayer? I anſwer, if you would pray ſo as 
your prayers may be accepted and granted, 
you muſt follow theſe directions: | 
1. Before you go to prayer, ſtudy the 
knowledge of yourſelves, Examine how 
the caſe ftands between God and your 
13 5 Ouls, 
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fouls, and which way your deſires run : 
and if you find that your deſires run heaven- 
wards, then examine the matter of your de- 
fires, what it is you would have God to do 
for you; fludy your ſins and wants, what 
corruption you defire to be rid of, and what 
graces you would have God beſtow upon 
you, If you do not acquaint yourſelves 
with your caſe before hand, you cannot ex- 
pect to know it aright on a iudden; at you 
go to pray, if you do not actually look into 
your hearts and lives before you go to prayer, 
your ſouls will be unhumbled, and want that 
lively ſenſe of your neceſſities, which muſt 
put life into your prayers. Before you 
pray, conſider what ſin is, what God's wrath 
and hell is, and what lufts and corruptions 
are yet in you, and what grace and mercy 
| you ſtand in need of. And this will make 
you pray, and pray to purpoſe, with all 
| your heart, | 
2. As you go to prayer, take heed of 
vain and ſinful thoughts, that they do not 
come in and ſpoil the duty. To this end, 
watch your hearts, your thonghts, and your 
affections very carefully, that your heart be 
not enſnared with the love of money, plea- 
ſures, or any luſtful deſires; the thoughts 
will eaſily follow the affeRions. 

When you come to God to prayer, 
come in ſuch humility as beſeemeth a con- 
demned ſinner, and yet in the faith and bold - 

neſs that beſeemeth a ſon and a 1 2 
2 | eſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt; do not conceive a conceit of 
any worthineſs in yourſelves, yet take heed 
of any deſpairing thought in prayer: but be 
as conſtant in every lawful requeſt you aſk, 
2s if you ſaw your glorious Redeemer inter- | 
ceeding for you with bis father. Faith andy | 
hope is the life of prayer, and Chriſt | 
is the life of hope. If you pray, and | 
| 


think you ſhall never be the better for pray- 
ing, your prayer will have but little life; 
therefore let a crucified and glorified Chriſt 
be always before your eyes in prayer not in 
a picture, but in thought of a believing il 
mind. dee what the apoſile ſaith to the 1 
Hebrews, Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16. Ve haue a 
great high prieſt that paſſed into the heavens, 
Jeſus the Jon of God, Zit Twas in all points 
tempted as wwe are, and yet without in. Let 
us come therefore with\ beldne/s to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and have 
grace, to help in the time of need. Alſo Heb. 
iv. 25. He is able to ſave to the utmoſt them 
that como unto God through him, jeeing he ever 
liveth to make gnterceſſion for them. Yea, we 
have a promiſe by Chriſt for encouragement. 
Fehnxiv. 13. 1f you aſt any thing in my name, 
1 will do it. 
4. Labour hard with all your hearts, all 
the time you are praying, to keep them in a 
reverent, ſerious, fervent frame, and, ſuffer 
theta not to grow remiſs and cold, to turn 
prayer into lip labour, or into lifeleſs forma 
ity ; the heart may be ſenſeleſs, though the 
- voice 
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voice ſeem to be earneſt, and therefore the 
heart muſt be carefully watched, and dili- 

gently ſtirred up.  _ 25 

5. In the laſt place, the other caution I 
Mall lay before you, is this: After you have 
done prayer, take heed of contenting your- 
ſelves with the bare performance of that 
duty, thinking your work is done when your 
prayer is done, but carefully examine how 
your thoughts have been, in what frame 
your hearts have been whilſt you were pray- 
ing, and then watch for a return of prayer. 
Do not think you have done enough, when 
you have done praying, but watch for a re- 
turn of prayer. David had been praying, 
and then he was reſolved to hearken what 
the Lord ſpeaks, P/a/m lxxxv. 8. So the 
church believing that the Lord would hear, 
reſolves to wait for him, Mat. vii. 7. 7 bere- 
fore I vill love the Lord; will wait for the 
Godof ſalvation: my God will hear me. Friends, 
if you do not watch for return of prayer, 
you do not conſider what you do, or whom 
you have to do with, in prayer. When you 
. pray, you engage inan ordinance, and ſhall 
that be uſed in vain? you are therefore to 
ſtand upon your watch tower, and to obſerve 
with the prophet, what God ſaid to you, 

Heb. ii. 1. This is the ſecond uſe. 

Thirdly, The third and laſt uſe ſhall be of 
exhortation, for the ſtirring of you all up, 
both to family and ſecret prayer. As for 

family prayer: O be perſuaded 2 
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Lord's ſake that youſhould make conſcience 
of family prayer, not only in the evening, 
but every mw {ap evening. Tun isa 
duty that is moſt ſadly neglected in this age. 
O! for the ſake of your immortal ſouls, do 
not ſuffer your company, buſineſs, and the 
delights of the world and fleſh, to rob you 
of God's love, and to ruin your body and 
ſoal in hell forever. Let me perſuade you 
to take this counſel, that what company ſo- 
ever is at your houſe, at unſeaſonable times, 
tell them thus: That it is now time for you 
to by with your God, it is time for you to be at 
home, reading andpraying in your families. But 
if you cannot ſhake off your company and 
buſineſs in time, then do as Abraham did, 
Gen. xxii. 5. who ſaid to the young man, 
tarry here whilft I and this lad go yonder and 
worſhip, Conſider, friends, your ſouls are 
more than ten thouſand worlds; and you 
had better negleR any thing in this world, 
than to neglect your ſoals. But having 
ſaid ſomething for the perſuading to family 
prayer, in my ſermon on Jeſbua's reſolution, 
] need ſay no more of it here. | 
Therefore, 24ly, Let me alſo exhort you 
to ſecret prayer; for it is to be feared, that 
this alſo is very much neglected amongſt us; 
nay, it is not only neglected among looſe 
prophane ſinners, but alſo it is to be feared, 
it is ſadly neglected by profeſſors, and thoſe 
that are conſtant performers of family duties. 
Many that make 9 of praying ia 
4 0 eir 


_- 


50, The Saint's Exerciſe, 
their families both night and morning, yet 
follow them to their chambers orcloſets, and 
you ſhall ſee nothing of ſecret prayer. Friends 
I can tell you, and that by woeſul experi- 
ence too, that to pray aright 1s the hardeſt 
work in religion: and. that by reaſon of 
thoſe many opportunities, pull backs, and 
hindrances in this duty, Secret prayer is 
the greateſt enemy the devil has; he cannot 
endure that 19 ſhall go to pray in ſecret, 
becauſe no duty can be more powerful in 
the pulling down of ſatan's kingdom in the 
ſoul; and ſetting up the kingdom of Chriſt, 
than ſecret prayer. 1 
Conſider that ſecret prayer, if fęrvent, is 
a ſtriving againſt fin and corruption, for 
whenever we areftriving again fin for duty, 
and fin ftrives for the victory; whilſt duty, 
holds us up, fin goes down, but when duty 
flags, fin gets up. Secret prayer if hearty, 
will make us weary of ſinning, or elſe fin 
will make us weary of ſuch kind of praying. 
And if ſecret prayer once be a weariſomneſs 
to us, It is a fad ſign that fin gets the upper 
hand; there cannot be a more effectual way 
for a ſinner to kill his fin, than by ſecret 
prayer; a ſinner neverfights again fin, with 
a greater zeal, nor with greater ſucceſs, than 
upon his knees. When once a firmer comes 
to kneel in earneſt before God, his luſt muſt 
quickly kneel to him. Our confeffion of fin, o 
and laying of it open before the Lord, our al 
- complaining to the Lord of it, our crying 5 4 
| x the | 
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the Lord againſt-it, preſſing him upon his 
promiſe, upon his covenant to help it, theſe 
are the mightieſt batteries that we can make 
for the beating down the ſtrong hold of fin; 
O be perſuaded to be inſtant and Conſtant in 
ſecret prayer, ſet your times for fecret prayer, 
and keep your times, and make a firm 
reſolution with yourſelves to do it. Now 
for the farther ſtirring you vp.to the daty of 
ſectet prayer, conſider. theſe few things. 

Firft, Conſider that if you make conſci- 
ence of ſecret. prayer daily and frequently, 
this would be an evident fign of your up- 
rightneſs and fincerity ; it is a fign that you 
ſeek God himſelf, when none but God 
knows of your ſeeking of him. He is not 
a true Chriſtian outwardly, but he is a true 
hriſtian that is one inwardly, whoſe praiſe 
s not of men but of God, Rom. ii. 28. 29. 
But he that lives in che neglect of ſecret 
duties, though he paſs in the world io be 
ever ſo good a chriſtian, yet he is in God's 
account no better than a hypocrite. 
Secondly, Conſider ſecret prayer is a mar- 
ellous way to thrive in grace, and to grow 
ich towards God, By this. means, faith 
ill grow exceedingly, our love to God will 
n bound, our ſouls will proſper. O what a 
es Freat benefit does he reap thereby ! How 
& Wood does he find God to be unto his ſoul !. 
n, Wo that he can by experience ſay with the 
ur lalmiſt, Pſalm Ixxxvi. 7. That be is plenteons 
mercy to all that 28 upon bim. 
| 4 
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Thirdly, Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means 
to fit you for publick ordinances; thoſe that 
are the moſt upon their knees in their cham- 
ders or cloſets, will receive moſt benefit in 
publick. God muſt be ſought unto in ſecret, 
to fit us for publick worſhip ; thoſe that, 
before they come to hear, pray earneſtly 
in ſecret, that the goſpel may come to them 
not in the word only, but in power alſo, for 
the cutting down the ſtrong hold-of fin, and 
for the building them up in grace and holi. 
neſs: thoſe that are likely to ſind the goſpel 
working effectually upon them, and that is 
the power of God for their ſalvation, Rom, 
i. 16. 17. For Jam not aſhamed of the goſpel of 
Cbriſt; fer it is the power of God unto ſalva. 
tion, to every one that believeth, to the Jen 
firft, and alſo to the Greek. For therein is the 
righteouſneſs of God revealed from faith to faith: 
es it is wwritten, The guff foall live by faith, 

Thoſethat, before they come to the Lord 
ſopper, examine themſelves alone, beg tha 
God would fetch them, and are importunat: 
with God for ſtrength againſt every corrup- 
tion, as pride, covetouſneſs, envy, anger, 
malice, alſo againſt a heard heart, ſluggiſh 
neſs and dulneſs of ſpirit, diſordered affec- 
tions, ſclf-love. ſenſuality, and the like; 
they alſo that beg for all the fruits of Chriſt! 
ſuffering, and for all the graces of his ſpirit 
ſuch as theſe are not like to be ſent empy 
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Fourthly, Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means 
to keep publick duties upon the heart, 
after publick exerciſe is ended. Your 
work is not done when publick exerciſe is 

over, but you are immediately, as ſoon 
you come home, to go alone, and in ſecret 
to pray over the word that you have heard: 

Thus, Firſt, has any fin been laid open 
you whereof you know yourſelves to be: 
uilty? Then confeſs it, and bewail it, and. 
g pardon for it, and for ſtrength againſt 
it, and reſolve to ſet yourſelf againſt it for 
the time to come. Secondly, has any duty 
been preſſed upon you? Then mention to 
God this duty in. ſecret, to incline your heart 

to perform it. | , 

_ Fifthly, Conſider, ſecret prayer is the way 
to have eſpecial tokens of God's love, and 
thoſe joys that a ſtranger does not iptermed- 
dle with. O the ſweet meltings and thaw- 
ings of the heart. for fin, that the ſaints 
meet with in ſecret prayer! O theviſits that 
the great phyſician of ſouls does make to 
poor. finners in this duty! and the inward 
joy, peace and comfort, that the ſaints do 
meet with in their ſecrec addreſſes unto God 
by prayer! And, friends, ſhould not this 
be a great encouragement'to you to be fer- 
vent in ſecret prayer; but if all this be not 
encouragement enough. 

Confider, in the tb and Ja place, that 
if you daily and fervently pray in ſecre:, 
meditate and examine yourſelves, and take 
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pains with your own hearts in ſecret, God 
will reward you openly. This is the argument 
that Chriſt uſeth, to enforce ſecret prayer, 
Mat. vi. 6. When theu prayeſt, enter into thy 
cleſet, and ſhut the door, ard pray to thy father 
apbich is in ſecret, and thy father which ſceth 
in ſecret ſhall reward thee operly As ſecret 
wickedneſs ſhall be openly puniſhed, ſo ſhall 
ſecret duties be openly rewarded before men 
and angels at the laſt day. | 

Now in the next place, I ſhall give you 
ſome directions for the attaining of the gift 
of prayer, and alſo furniſh you with matter 
for prayer, who are bare of matter, as well 
as for the help of thoſe who are of a weak 
capacity: And becauſe I would omit no- 
thing that might be for the good of ſouls, that 
may be a means and way to help them to 
| heaven, I have now through the help of 
God, writ one treatiſe more upon this ſub- 
ject, to direct you how to attain the gift of 
prayer, and ſupply you with matter for 
prayer, with ſome directions for ſhort ejacu- 
latory prayer, and the Lord give you under- 

, l 


Fu End of the FIRST PART. 
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THE 
gaint's Duty and Exerciſe : 
Or, an Earneſt 


Invitation to the Throne of 
GRACE, 


The Second Part. 


Tu Ess. v. 17. Pray without 
ceaſing. 15 


N my firſt / The Saint's dn. and El 
I ſhewed, 

II, What prayer is. 
. 24h, 1 gave ſome reaſons. why ae e ſhoald 
pray without ceaſing. 

34ly, and laſtly, [ made ſome application : 
Where, | 
I gave an aſe of Lamentation. | 
1 An uſe of Caution 0 

3. An uſe of Exhortation. But, 
_ Becauſe this duty of prayer is of ſo great 
| conſequence, that the right performance of 
it ſhewsa man or woman to be in a converted 
and renewed ſtate, and in their way to hea- 
ven and eternal glory, but the neglect of this 
great duty ſhews plainly, whatever they 


chink of themſelves, that they are yet in their 
C 4 uncon- 
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unconverted and unrenewed ſtate, and ſo in 
the broad way to hell and damnation : 1 
ſhall therefore (by the help of God) endea- 
vour to do according to my promiſe in the 
firſt book ; that is, to enlarge my uſe of ex- 
hortation. g REY 
, By ſhewing you how you ſhall attain 
unto the gift of prayer, and by what means 
you may come to be furniſhed with matter 
for prayer, that are barren of matter. 14 
244, I ſhall give you ſome directions, con- 
cerning ſhort ejaculatory prayer. | 
34%, If you are dead and dull, I ſhall in 
the laſt place give you.ſome directions, how 
you may get your hearts enlivened and 
quickened, and how you may come to be 
fervent and hearty in prayer, and ſo I ſhall 
conclude this ſubject. TH 
Now in the firſt place, do as one of Chriſt's 
diſciples did, Luke xi. 1. who came to Chriſt, 
and deſired him to teach them to pray, even 
28 John taught his diſciples; ſo go you to 
God in the name of Chriſt, and defire him 
to teach you to pray : Say, Lord teach me to 
pray. Beg for God's holy ſpirit, that he 
would help you tb pray, and aſſiſt you in 
rayer, and put wards into your mouth; for 
at is the ſpirit that muſt help your infirmities, 
faith the apoſtle, Rom. viii. 28. For aue now 
not what to pray for as we ought : But the ſpirit 
igel maketh interceſſion for us, with groans 
' that cannot be expreſſed. And if you come 
with an earneſt deſire of the ſpirit's. help, — 
N P . W1 
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will aſſiſt you. But this is nat all, for there 
are other means that you muſt uſe, if you - 
deſire to attain unto the gift of prayer. 
Fir, You muſt labour to be well acquain- 
ted with yourſelf ; ſtudy well NN 
and lives, and fludy truly the word and will 
of God, and all the branches of the Ten 
Commandments, which you may do by the 
help of the 4/embly's Catechi/m, or any other 
book which explains the Ten Command- 
ments. Study alſo the meaning of the Lerd a 
Prayer, and there you will find how ſhort. you 
come of ſanctifying God's Name, and doing 
of his will, and By far the kingdom of 
grace is from.coming into your ſouls, when 
you experience the kingdom of fin and ſatan 
to reign there ſo much. | 
| Secondly, For the furniſhing you with mat- 
ter for prayer. In the next place, ſtudy 
God and Chriſt, and labour to know him 
in his nature, attributes and works, and eſ- 
pecially labour to be acquainted. with his 
dealings towards you, and then you will ſee 
what a holy and righteous law you break, 
what a God you have offended, eyen your 
maker, preſerver and benefactor. Once 
more fudy well the truth and faithfulneſs of 


God, and then you will ſee what promiſes 
you have ſlighted, and what thrbatnings you 
have contemned, and theſe things will cauſe 
you to aggravate your fins in confeſſing of. 
them, and beſides, they will make you the 
more. earneſt in begging pardon fox them, 
: 5 and 
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and to ſtudy God's great goodneſs to you, 
and to think on the ſeveral kinds of his 
mercy, which he has beſtowed upon you, 
both for your ſouls and bodies. For inſtance, 
by what wonderful merey your lives are pre- 
ſerved, and you ſaved from all dangers, 
when there are ſo many diſtempers, and 
fuch a multitude of caſualties and dangers, 
And to this end, he renews his mercy to you 
every morning and every night, and every 
hour ; he alſo by his good hand of providence 
feeds you with the fruits of the earth, gives 
chem virtue to nouriſh you, and gives you 
an appetite todigeſt them: alſo he continues 
 your-eaſe, whilſt. many others are in pain 
and miſery; alſo he continues the ſight of 
your eyes, and the uſe of all your ſenſes 
and members, and gives you ſweet and com- 
fortable reſt, and comfortable habitation; 
and beſides, the great mercy of all is, you 
being in a loſt and undone ſtate and condition, 
he delivered up his dearly beloved ſon a ſacri- 
fice upon the croſs, that by his ſufferings 
and death he might deliver you from hell 
and eternal wrath, and purchaſe heaven and 
ſalvationfor you; and upon this account he 
hath given you the light of his holy word 
and goſpel ; he hath given you his ſabbath. 
and his miniſters, and his holy ſpirit to teach 
and inſtruct you in the way to heaven and 
Happineſs. Now, if you will but ſtudy all 
thele ſorts.of mercies, what abundance of 
| 1 * matter 
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matter will you find for priiſe ard mankſgiv- 


ing! Study alſo what temptations ybu daily. 
n P N 
meet withal in the world, what ſnares, baits 
and allurements you often meet with, promp- 


ting you on to pride, luſtfulneſs, wantonne 3, 


covetouſneſs, intemperance, malice or re- 
r bs and how apt you are to be overcome 
by thoſe temptations, and then you will find. 


matter enough to pray for power and ſtfength 


againſt thoſe temptations, that you be not 
overcome. - Study alſo what a victory you: 
have got over ſuch and ſuch luſts, and then 
you Will find matter of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving to God for giving you that victory, 
as the Apoſtle did, 1 Cor. xi. 17. Alſo you 
will find matter to bewail and lament gver 
thoſe fins and corruptiqns that you cannot 
yet find you have got any victory over. 
"Thirdly, Study well the fulneſs of Chrift,. 
and your dn emptineſs, and this will fugniſh: 
you with matter of 11 Conſider, that. 
in Chriſt there is folnefs of grace, there is 
power to repent of ſins paſt, there is ſtrength 
againſt corruption, there is power enabling 
the ſinner to lay hold of Chriſt by a ſaving 
faith: there is the grace of divine love, of 


holy fear, of patience, of graces implanted 


in natare, but they are all purchaſed by the 
blood of Chriſt, and they are all hid in 
Chriſt, co be beſtowed upon all ſuch as ear- 


neſtly deſire them, and eek and labour by 


bearty fervent prayer for the obtaining of 
them, Col. i. 9. For it pleaſeth the Father, that 
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in him ſhall all fulns/; d well. So in John i. 
16. For of his fulneſi all hawe received grace 
for grace. Friends, if you did but once 
come to ſee the fulneſs of Chriſt, and your 
own emptineſs, you would never ceaſe cry- 
Ing unto him, until your ſouls are pleat 
ed with thoſe ſaving graces which are pur- 
chaſed for loſt finners, and laid up in Chriſt, 
You know that a child, when he ſee a ped- 
Iar's pack opened, add therein ſo many 
things, will cry to his father, father, give 
me this or that So you would cry to God, 
yr heavenly father, for ſuch and ſuch 

eavenly graces, if you did but once come 
to ſee the riches of Chriſt, and your own 
wants and neceſſities. __ 175 
Feurthly, Obſerve how the caſe goes with 


the church and people of Gad, and how the 


caſe goes with your neighbours and relations, 
and with the family —_ you dwell, in re- 
ſpeR to their ſouls, and this ill furniſh you 


with matter of prayer and interceſſion. 


Fifth, Join as often as you can with 
praying perſons, and of them you may learn 
to pray. ; _— * 

S:ix:bly and Laſtiy, For your help, get ſome 
forms of prayer by heart (out of a book) and 
make uſe of them, until by them you come 
to know your own fins and wants, and ſo 
can pray better without them. But I need 
not ſend you to a prayer-book to learn to 
pray; do but ſtudy and conſider well upon 
what I have wrote in this little book, and 
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follow this rule; name ly, ſtudy well your ſins, 
corruptions and temptations, your Wants, 
and your daily mercies, and then you will 
be furniſhed with matter enough for prayer. 
Thus have I finiſhed the firſt thing I pro- 
miſed, that is, to ſhew you how you ſhall at- 
tain the gift of prayer, ard to furniſh you 
with matter, Who are weak and barren of 
matter, I ſhall be brief in the other two. 
Secondly, I promiſed alſo to give you ſome 
direQionsconcerningſhortejaculatoryprayer: 
and this is a ſudden lifting up of the heart 
to God in a ſhort phraſe, which may bedone 
at any time, or in any place or company, eſpe- 
cially when you are aJone, when you are at 
your work, or when you are walking or tra- 
velling by the way; then you may often lift 
up your hearts to God in fome ſhort prayer, 
and yet no hindrance to you in what you 
are about: and beſides you may meet with 
ſome caſualties, or ſome temptations, or 
ſome motions may come into your mind to 
move you to ſome ſhort breaking forth of 
your ſoul to God, and as occaſion ſerves, 
earn to. plead with Gad, and plead his at. 
tributes, thus: | | 
Firſt, When you chance to meet with any 
tempting or enſnaring object, ſo that you are 
afraid of being caught in the devil's hook, 
then plead God's omniſciency, thus: 
O moſt wiſe, emnipotent, all-/eting and all- 
knowing God, from whom no ſecret thing can be 
hid, who marke/t all my fleps, and under ſtandeſt 
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of the unſeen things of another world; and 
pray, as if you ſaw them before your eyes, 
33 if you ſaw God in his glory, as if you 
ſaw heaven and hell, the glorified and tbe - 
damned, Chriſt in heaven interceeding for 
vou. Such a believing ſight as this will 
make you ſerious, and pray to purpoſe with 
all your hearts. Thus by following of theſe 
rules you will, by God's TON: ovzain 2 


veney in prayer. 
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The End of the Second SERMON. 


THE | 
ACCEPTED TIME: 
AN o 


Day of SALVATION, 


2 Cor, vi. Part of Verſe 2. 


— Behold, nom is the Accepted 
Time. Behold, now is the Day 
of Salvation, TR 


HE occaſion of theſe words may be 
taken from the words immediately 
before the text which are the Lord's own 
words, ſpoken by the mouth of the prophet 
I/aiah xlix. 8. ſaying, I have heard thee in a 
time accepted, and in a day of ſalvation I helped 
thee, Or, as it were, from the words before 
the text, In a day of ſalvation have I ſuc- 
cour'd thee. ' And from thence the apoſtle 
takes occaſion to ſhew us when that accept- 
ed time, and day of falvation is, wherein 
God hears us and accepts us, and that he 
doth hear, in the words of my text, Behold, 
now is the accepted time, behold, now is the 
day of ſaluatien. ; 

From theſe words I ſhall gather this ge- 
neral obſervation. | 

That the only time to make our peace 
with God, and thereby to obtain mercy and 
falvaticn, is now, this preſent ſeaſon of 
grace;. 
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grace; the time preſent is the only accepta- 

ble time, for, Behold now is the accepted time, 

bebold, now is the day of ſal vation. 

The text affords us theſe two general parts, 
Fi, Here is a double note of attention 

Behold ! Behold! 

Secondly, Here is the ſubje& matter to be- 
hold, that is, Noa is the accepted time : and, 
Now is the day of ſalvation.  _ 

Kirft, Here is a double note of attention: 
Behold! Beholg! Now to behold a thing, is 
to take great notice of it, and to obſerve it, 

and to, mind it; and we may be ſure, that 
whenſoever we are called upon to behold a 
thing, it muſt be ſomething of very great 
. Concern, there are many things that are not 
worth beholdigg, for if you mind it, you 
may find it in the ſcriptures, that when any 
thing is mentioned that is of a greater con- 
cernment than others, tis always brought 
in with this note, Beho/4/ As Jer. 1. 12. 
Behold, and /ee, if there be any ſorrow like units 
my /orrow. A matter of great concernment. 
S0 Jobn i. 22. Behold! the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the. fins of the world; and 
many others. Now there cannot be a matter 
of greater concern than this in my text, that 
now is the accepted time, and now is the day of 
Jalvation. A thing which concerngour win- 
ning or loſing of heaven for ever: a thing 
- Which concerns our everlaſting peace, or our 
evexlaſting voe; that now is the time, when 
Ns in earneſt ſeek for mercy, we — 
| [ ; ave 
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dave it; now is the time, when if we ſeek 
and deſire grace, pardon, and ſalvation, we 
ſhall be accepted; but afterwards all our 
praying, crying, and intreating, will be in 
vain. Now what can be more worth our 
beholding than this? This is à matter 
which concerns ourſelves, and it is of the 

reateſt concernment in the world; there- 
ore this requires a double note of attention, 
and to put us in mind of it; Bebo? 
Behold! ? n ts 

And ſo I paſs, -Secondly, fram the note 
behold, to the ſecond general part, the 
ſubje& matter to behold, and that alſo is 
double: Behold now is the accepted time, behold 
now is the day of ſal vation. Now, tho the 
accepted time, and the day of ſalvation, 
are two words, yet in ſenſe they are one 
and the ſame. For the accepted time 18 our 
day of ſalvation, and our gay. of /alvation 
is the accepted time; wherein, if we unfeign- 
edly ſeek the Lord, and turn to him by tfae 
repentance, we ſhall be ſure to be accepted, 
pardoned, and ſaved: For, Behold, now is 

the accepted time, and the day of ſaluation. 
Now in the fufther proſecution of this 
ſubject, I ſhall proceed after this manner. 
Fir, I ſhall ſkew you, that with us there. 

is ſuch a time as an accepted time, and day of 
ſalvation, 1 
Secondly, I ſhall ſne you the ſeaſon when. 
this accepted time, and day of ſalvation is, 
N | Thirdly, 
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Thirdli, The reaſon of it, And, 
Laſtly, The application. | 
[ ſhall begin with the firſt, and ſhew you, 
that with us there is ſuch a time and day of 
Jalvation. And First, in reſpe& of the fallen 
angels, who never had ſuch a ſeaſon of time 
allotted them. Alas! they committed but 
one ſin againſt God, and that but only in 
thought, and yet for that one fin they were 
thruſt out of heaven. and reſerved in chains 
of darkneſs unto the dreadful day of judg- 
ment. They being once fallen, had never 
a day of ſalvation offered them, they never 
had one moment of time allotted them, up- 
on the improvement of which they might 
have been reſerved ta mercy. Therefore, if 
they ſhould pray and cry, and entreat the 
Lord never ſo earneſtly, that he would for- 
give them that one fin and reſtore them once 
more to mercy, yet they ſhall never be 
regarded, Chrit ſuffered not for them, there 
was not one drop of blood ſhed to waſb a- 
way their fins. For he took. not upon him the 
nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham, 
ES 206 

Secondly, There is with us ſuch 4 time, an 
accepted time, and day of ſalvation, in op- 
ſition to thoſe damned ſouls that are now 
in hell. Tis true, the devils being once fallen, 
never had mercy offered them, they never 
had one minute of time afforded them to 
work out their ſalvation, whereas theſe dam- 
ned wretches once had mercy _— 
| ut 
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but they deſpiſed it; they once had a day 
of ſalvation, a time wherein they might 
| have been accepted: alas! they had many 
a call from God, time after time, many a 
ſecret motion from his ſpirit; they once 
heard many a ſermon, and enjoy'd many a 
ſabbath ; God waited upon them time after 
time, year after year, whilſt they continued 
in their rebellion again\t him; but alas! alas! 
they ſinned away all their precious oppor- 
tunitie:: All this time they might have 
been accepted, if they had turned to God 
in earneſt. But lo! Now the day of grace 
is concluded, the door of hope 1s for ever 
ſhut againſt them, now they are left in a far 
more miſerable condition than the fallen 
angels are in; for once they had a ſeaſon of 
race put into their hands, but they wilful- 
y loft it, and trifled it away, long did God 
wait and call upon them from one time to 
another, by his ſpirit, and by his meſſen- 
gers; but they wearied out his patience, 
grieved his ſpirit, deſpiſed his meſſengers, 
abuſed his goodneſs: Alas! the devils will 
never have ſuch confiderations as theſe to 
torment them, as theſe damned ſouls now 

have, 

Thirdly, There is ſuch a time as an accep-» 
ted time, and day of ſalvation, in oppoſition 
to what ſhall be with us hereafter ; if we let 
it ſlip, when we come to hell we ſhall be 
in the ſame miſerable condition that thoſe 


damned ſouls are in, that are already there. 
Conſider, 
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Conſider, that men being created in a haly 
and righteous ſtate, and we being fallen, 
God had not found a way for our recovery, 
we had been left in as miſerable a condition 
as the loſt angels were. But God, of hi 
unſpeakable mercy, looked in tender love 
upon loſt mankind, and gave his dearly be- 
loved ſon to ſuffer and die for us; and for 
his ſake he hath afforded every one of us a 
day of grace, which if we duly improve in 
turning to God, in receiving of this his ſon, 
as he offered, we ſhall be accepted, par- 
doned, and ſaved; but if we ſquander 
away this precious ſeaſon, in following va- 
nity and foolery, in ſatisfying our luſts, and 
pleaſing ourſelyes until the door of mercy 
be ſhut, our damnation will be far more 
great, than if we never had ſuch an oppor- 
tunity put into our hands. This is the firſt 
head, there is with us ſuch a time as an 
accepted time, and day of ſulvation. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, when this accepted 
time, and day of ſalvation is; that is, it is 
now: Now is the accepted time, and now is 
the day of ſalvation, The apoſtle doth not 
ſpeak it in the future tenſe, that ſoon after 
will be an accepted time: Tho? you continue 
in your fins for a while, rebelling againſt 
God, grieving his ſpirit, and provoking him 
to wrath, yet if you turn to God hereafter, 
you ſhall be accepted: no, but he fpeaks in 
the preſent tenſe, Sebold, now is the accepted 
time, all mankind are in a miſerable on 
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by nature; and it is now that the terms of 
mercy are offered you, and an opportunity 
of grace put into your hand, mark what our 
Saviour ſaith, Mat. xxi. 26. Agree with thine 
adverſary quickly, wwhilft thou art in the way 
with him; leaſt at any time the adverſary deli- 
ver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee 
to the officer, and thou be caſt into priſon; ve- 
rily I Jay unto thee, thou ſhalt not come out 
thence, till thou baſt paid the utmoſt farthing. 
New God is our adverſary, for we are all 
by nature enemies to God by reaſon of ſin, 
but yet God, of his tender love, hath given 
us term of reconcilation ; agree therefore 
with him quickly, before his juſtice has 
ſeized upon thee, and thou be deliver'd to 
the officer, the devil, and then thou ſhalt 
by him be caſt into the priſon of hell, and: 
there thou muſt lie in extream and intolera- 
ble torments, until thou haſt paid the utmoſt 
farthing of God's juſtice, which cannot 
be to all eternity. Oh! therefore agree and 
make your peace with your God quickly, 
whilit thou art in the way with him: And 
now you are in a fair way with him to be 
reconciled, for he offers you terms of mercy, . | 
he hath ſhewed you in his word. by what 
means you may come to make an agreement 
with him. 2 Cor. xx. And if God fo ear- 
neſtly deſires our reconciliation with him, in 
what a fair way are we then with God to be 
reconciled. But continue in your uncon- 
verted ſtate, and in your enmity with 1 
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little longer, until the ſeaſon of grace be at 
an end, and God hath ſhut againſt you the 
door of mercy, then God and you will be 
irreconcilable for ever; then all yourprayers, 
tears, and endeavours, ſhall never be accep- 
ted; then nothing remains but the priſon of 
hell, and to be caſt there to remain for ever 
and ever. Therefore as Eliphas ſaid to Job, 
ſo ſay | to you, Fob xxii. 21. Acquaint now 
thyſelf with him, and be at peace, thereby good 
Hall come unto thee, for behold now is the 
time that thou mayeſt be accepted. But 
more paricularly to ſhew you when this ac- 
cepied time and day of Jalvation i is, it is now, in 
this life; for there is no making our peace 
with God after death. Therefore ſaith Solo- 
mon, Ecel. ix. 10. M hatſocwver thy hand And. 
eth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no 
wor nor device, nor knowledge, nor * 
in the grave whither thou goeſf. 

Now; through God's grace, you may be 
converted, if yet you are enemies to God, 
you may be reconciled ; if yet you are in 
your fins, you may be pardoned ; if yet you 
are in a ſtate of damnation, you may be 
brought into a ſtate of ſalvation; but when 
once death has ſhut your eyes, then your 
condition will be unalterable for ever: 1 
muff ework the work of him that ſent me whilſt 
it is day, for the night cometh when no man 
can awork. 

Bat, yet, tho the time of this life be the 
accepted time, and * Jeluarion; yet every 
time 
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time of a man's Ife may not be an accepted 
time with him; for wich ſome the day of /ai- 
vation laſtech all their life 1»ng, and with 
ſame it doth not: therefore well migh: che 
prophet cry out: {/a. iv. 6. Seek ye hb Lord” . 
while he may be found, call on bim while he is 
near; for chere may come a time, that the 
Lo:d will not be found, tho' he ſought ne- 
ver ſo diligently, Heb, xii. 17. I ſhall chere- 
fore ſhew you ſome certain ſeaſons of man's 
life, which if we have but wiſdom to know 
them, and grace to improve them, I need 
but little more than name them. 

Fir. The time of youth is the accepted 
time. Rememoer thy creator in the days of thy 
youth, ſays Solomon, Eccle/. xii. 1. 

Secondly, The time of health and ſtrength 
is the accepted time, In the old law, that 
which was offered up in ſacrifice, which vas 
torn, blind or lame, was not accepted; this 
ſhews, that thoſe who.ſpend the belt of the.r 
days and ftreng.h in che work of the devil, 
and then think to give themſelves up to God, 
when ſickneſs, lameneſs, and feeble old age 
comes, muit never look to be accepted; God 
will not be put off with the devil's leavings. 

Thirdly, The time of the goſpel is the ac- 
cepted time. Praying opportunities, ſermon- 
opportunities, ſabbath opportunities, ſacra- 
ment opportunities, theſe are ſeaſons of ſalva-. 
non, for we know not how ſoon God may te- 
move out candleſtick out of this place, and 
lake from us the meaus of grace; and then 
the opportunities of grace will be at an end. 

| - E D Fourt by, 
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Fourthly, and Laſfh, The time of God's 
ſpirit working and thriving in the heart of 
wicked men, is the accepted time, and they 
that obey the calls of God's fpirit wheri he 
ſtrives, ſhall be ſure to be accepted, let it be 
at what time ſoever, whether it be in youth 
or old age. God's ſpirit is compared to 
Neab's dove, which Noah ſent out of the 
ark, and it returned to him again and again: 
but when he ſent the dove out the third time, 
it never returned to him more. So the 
ſpirit of God, hath its goings and comings; 
it comes at one time into the heart bf a fin- 
ner, and ſecretly calls upon him to repent, 
and become a new creature: But the ſinner 
perhaps ſtifles theſe good motions, quenches 
the ſpirit, and continues ſtill in his finful 
courſe of life. Then, it may be, tbe ſpirit, 
departs, and then comes again and, again, 
and at laft, the ſpirit being ofien reſiſted, 
and grieved, heisprovcked finally to depart, 
and never to trouble him more; and then 
race 1s departed and he is immediately de- 
livered up to a hard heart and a reprobate 
mind that ſhall never repent. And when 
once he is brought to Gat paſs, then all the 
ſermons, and all the prayers in the world, 
will never do him any good. Oh! there- 
fore have a care of quenching ahd grieving 
the holy ſpirit of God, when it ſecretly ſtin 
and works in your hearts; but be carefal to 
obey its motions, Jeſt the ſpirit being grieved, 
withdraw itſelf finally, and neverreturn 2 
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and then your accepted time and day of ſalva- 
tron will have an end. No with us there 
is ſuch a time as an accepted time and day of 
/elvation; and that for theſe two reaſons. [ 
Mall but juſt name them. 

Firft. That thereby the ſaints might have 
occaſion for ever to magnify the free grace of 
God, that he hath not left them to periſh in 
their miſerable ſtate, but hath offered them 
terms of mercy, and hath put an opportuni'y 
of ſalvatiod into their hands, and hath given 
them grace to improve it. 

Secondly, That thereby thy wickedneſs 
may be left without excuſe, for there is never 
a damned foul in hell that can plead this, 
that they never had a day of grace. O! it 
would be a great leſſening of their torments 
if they could plead ſo. Alas! there never 
was a man or woman, ſince the creation of 
the world, but hath had a ſeaſon of grace; 
there was never any that yet lived, be their 
lives ſhort or long, but who, before they die 
have mercy offered them, and an accepted 
time to ſeek it in. Therefore the wicked 
ſhall be left witheet excuſe : nay, it will add 
much to their torments to conſider, that the 
once had a ſeaſon of grace and ſalvation, Bas 
yet wilfully loſt it. O let every one there- 
fore, both ſmall and great, behold and con- 
ider That now is the accepted time, and -now 
14 3 of '/aboation. | oy 
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The APPLICATION. 


HE firſt uſe that I ſhall make of this, 
ſhall be a uſe of terror to all ſuch az 
ſquander and trifle away the precious ſeaſon 
of grace and ſalvation. Friends, you have 
heard that God's ſpirit will not always ſtrive 
with man: God is not bound to wait all 
man's life long. If God continues waiting 
from one time to another, and yet you turn 
2 deaf ear to his calls, and flight his warn- 
ings, and will go on reſolutely and preſump- 
tuouſly in your ſin: O read and tremble, in 
that dreadful place of ſcripture, Prev. i. 22, 
to the end, Mark here how lovingly God 
| expoſtulates with wicked men, ſaying, How 
long ye ſimple ones, will you love iniquity ; an 
Je corners delight in ſcorning ; and ye fools hat 
&nowl:dge ? And then fee his loving call and 
invitation, ver. 23. Turn at my reprorf. And 
alſo his gracious promiſe. Behold I will pour 
out my ſpirit upon you, I will make nabe ny 
words unto you. But yet all his loving ex. 
poſtulation, invitation and promiſe, prevail. 
ed nothing with them, they would run on it 
their evil courſes for all that; therefore ( 
what God faith to them now, ver. 24. 5+ * 
cauſe I have callea and ye refuſed, I have fireith 
ed out my hand and no man regarded, but ye haut 
ſet at nought all my cougcels, and would non 
my reproof, I will a! Jo Yaugh at your calamit), 
and will mick when your fear cometh ; avhen 
fear cometh as a whirlevind, when deftruBin 
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and anguiſh cometh upon them ; then ſpall they 
call upon me but I will not anſaver ; then ſhall . 
they Jeek me early but ſhall not find me ; they 
* knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of 
the Lord. It is a common proverb among 
as, | | 
He that would not whilit he may, 

When he would he ſhall bave nay. 

This was the very caſe of E/au; he was 
hunting, and following his*fleſhly delights, 
when God was calling him to repentance ; ſo 
he was rejected, for he found no — for 
repentance, tho' he beſought it carefully with 
tears. Hebs. xii. 17. Now God may call men 
to turn and be ſaved, both by his word and 
by his ſpirit, and they will not regard; but 
when this their day of ſalvation is ended, 
and they come to lie upon their death bed, 
O then will they cry out, Lord pardon me. 
Lord,” {ave me! Mercy, Lord, ſome mercy for 
Cbriſf's /ake ! But God may juſtly. anſwer 
them, No, finner, no mercy to be had. I. 
once offered thee mercy, but thou abuſeſt 
it, therefore now the door of _—_ is mut 
againſt thee for ever. 

2. My ſecond uſe ſhall be for marter of 
encouragement to ſuch who are willing to 
accept of the terms of mercy, but yo w 
ot thro? doubt and fears. 

©, I am afraid my day of ſalvaton is ; paſt 
already; and if fo, all my endeavous will 
dei in vain, I ſhall never be accepted. 
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Aa. To anſwer this, I will give you this 
one mark, whereby you may know whether 
your day of falvation be paſt or not. You 
ſay that your day of ſalvation is paſt, if ſo 
this is a good fign it is not paſt; for thoſe 
with whom their day of grace is paſt, they 
grow ſenſeleſs of any ſuch matter. Again, 
don't you find ſometimes godly motions ſtir. 
ring in you by the ſpirit? Don't you find in 
you ſometimes a ſorrow for fin after it is 
committed, and a deſire to leave fin ? Don't 
your heart ſometimes melt when you hear the 
word preach'd ? Have you not ſome deſire, 
to become a new creature ? If ſe, then your 
day of ſalvation. is not yet paſt; for thoſe 
wii whom their day of grace is pat; are 
given over to a ſenſeleſs, hard, and obdu- 
rate heart, that is neither moved with mer- 
cies, nor terrified with judgments ; and be- 
ing given over to themſelves, they run into 
all kind of wickedneſs with greedineſs. And 
as it ſeems, this is not thy caſe, as yet: ſo 
now, up, and cloſe with the terms of mercy, 
whilſt the day of ſalvation is lengthened out, 

© but, ſays another, it may be I am none 
of God's elect ; and if fo, then all my en- 
deavours,will be to no purpoſe, | 
_ HAn/w. Whether a man be elected or not, 
that is not in his power to know, and there- 
fore he ought not to meddle with it: but you 
muſt underſtand that God decrees a right 
for thoſe whom ke hath elected, he hath ab 
ſolately decreed that they Nall be jo_ 
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ſanctiſied, and ſaved; but thoſe whom God 


| hath reprobated, he hath fiot abſolutely de - 
| creed. that they ſhall be damned, but he bath 
ö 


left them to their own choice, as Adam and 

Eve were, and therefore their damnation is 

wilful'of themſelves; but whether — ve 

elected or not, if any ſo ſpeak, if yo 

pent and be converted, yon ſhall. be —— * 

| if no: you. ſhall be damned: as many as do 

| periſh, do not periſh, becauſe they were not 

| deded, but becauſe. they would not uſe the 

| means in order to their ſalvation. 

N O but (you will ſay] it may be, God will 

. not give me, grace to repent, and without hie 

grace I can do nothing. 

Anſw. Know, for your encouragement, 

that both you, and every.one elſe, enjoys a 

| day of ſalvatien Z and this day of ſalvation 
is time of aſſiſlance, as well as time of accep- 

) 2 Mark the promiſes of Chriſt, Mar. 

| 7. At and ye ſhall bawe, ſeek and ye ſhall 

5 fad, * and it ſhall be opened unto.you : For 


every one that aſketh, veceiveth, and he that 
ſeeketh, findeth, and to him that Fugeketh, | 
it ſhall, be opened. a 
Mark, Chriſt ſpeaketh there nothing. con- 
cerning election; but every one, whoever 
he be, that aſketh, ſeeketh and. knocketk 
for grace, pardon. and , mercy, and that in 
ſeaſon, whilſt it may be had, ſhall certainly 
de heard and accepted: But then you mult 
be ſure ti ſeek in ſeaſon; for ſeeking out of 
ſeaſon never yet found ſucceſz. Oh! if 
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hau had but ſought repentance in earneſt, 
when God called him, and would accept 
bim ( but he ſought for repentance when the 
ſeaſon of repentance was gone, and that 
ruiged him for ever. | 8 
Laſiy, To conclude all with a word or 
two of exhortation. Be exborted as you de- 
fire the ſalvation of your ſouls, to conſider, and 
improve this precious ſeaſon of grace and ſabva- 
tion. in cru out 40ur ſalvation before it is 
tos lates O it is moſt dreadful to confider, that 
as God hath allotted us But one ſmall portion of 
tiene to do all that euer muff be dont for eternity, 
and it ſhould be yet ſquandered away in vanity 
and foolery. But, friends, whatever you ſee 
others do, do you in carngſ lay hold on this your 
day of Jaktation before it is gone. Seek ye the 
Lord now whilſt he may be found, and call upon 
bim whilft he is near. And <dhi1/t othgrs ſpend 
their time in fraß ing and rioting, andin the plea- 
fures of the fleſh, do you ſpend your time in 
faſting," praying, repenting, and ſuing out the . 
pardon of your fin, and making your peace with 
6e. And if you do thus, then at laſt, Wilen 
time ſhall ceaſe and be no longer, you ſhall 
here that bleſſed welcome pronounced from 
the mouth of Chriſt. Well done thou good and 
faithful ſer want, enter thou into the joys of thy 
Lerd. Which the Lord of his infinite meicy, 
DTT T5 4 OR 
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And the Angel aobich I ſaw fland upon 2 Sea 
and upon the Earth, lifted up his Hand t9- 
wards Heaven. 

And fwear by bim that liuetb for ever and ver, 
| &c. That there ſhall be time no de 


p kloved friends. aa nei Aldor, 1 delire 
you all to take this mall treatiſe into 
your hands, and diligently read it over, and 
over again; and When. you have done, enter. 
vpon a ſerious conſideration of thole matters 
which are contained in this book, and las 
them cloſe to yo beatts, and I hope it will 
hold on this golden ſeaſon of grace, before 
it be at an 14 n in F 
In my laſt real concerning the ace: hid 
time and day e ſalwation, | was forced to 
leave out many things that are of very great, 
weight and concernment, becauſe they could 
not all be contained in ſo ſmall a diſcqurſe ; 
And it is great pity that ſuch weighty mat-' 
ters ſhould be loſt; and therefore upon far- 
ther . of it, have here entered 
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upon another ſubject which is concerning 
the end of time and the beginning of eternity: 
wherein I do promiſe thro' God's aſſiſtance, 
to lay down theſe weighty concerns which I 
was forced to leave out in my other treatiſe 
of the accipted time ard day of Jalvation ; And: 
1 hope, thro' God's grace it will be the 
winning of mapy fouls, and bring them, 
to God, who now ſquander and trifte away 
their time in mere vanity: and that | ſhall 
do from theſe words of the angel, ſwearing 
with a loud voice, by him that liverh for ever 
and ewer, T bat there ſhall Le time no longer. 

Now from this place of ſcripture” | might, 
lay down thefe particular: 

I. The deſcription of the perſon 0 thus 

- ſwears, It was 4 great and neighty argel cam 
down from beaven, ver; 1 

II. What was it he held 1 in his Ay 
was 2 little' book open. „ ; B90 73% 
III. His gefture: He ſtood. 1 

IV. His manner of ſtanging: It was with 
one foot upon the earth, a the other ous 


the ſea. 
V. The 8 of his voice : It was as 


loud as when a lion roareth. 
VI. As be ſpake: He lift up his hands to · 


wards heaven. 
VII. He ſpake with an oath: He kope 
VIII. The perſon by whom he ſwears: 
That is, &y him that liwveth for ever and cuir. 
IX. And Lash, the matter of his oath, 
or the words which he uttered; that is, bat 


there ſhall be time no longer. | But 


and Beginning of Eternity. 83 
But I will. paſs them all by, and inſiſt only 
upon the laſt, which are the words that this, 

_ great and mighty angel uttered, and confirm 
ed by an oath, and ſwear by no leſs than 
the great and glorious God, by him that u- 
ub for euer andtvery. and mow them with 
an exceeding-loud voice. The words are 
theſe, that there Hall be time no langer. 

The doftrine that I ſhall.raife 8 
is chis, that at the end of this world, at the 
great and dreadful gay of Judgment, time 

— opportunity Sal ceaſe, and be no 

longer. * 
From hence I mall lay down theſe hens © 

or "ory things conſiderable. | 

What time ſhall be no longer. 
— When time ſhall be no longer. 
3. The reaſon why time ſhall be Wie 

t And then, Laſtly, the application. 1 

K. In the firſt place, I ſhall ſhew you what 
| time ſhall be no longer, and in doing of this 

, I ſhall anſwer, an objection which lies in my 

F way, that is, How cad that be? Some may 

| ſay, that at the laſt day, time mall ceaſe, 

4 and be no longer : Whereas it 1s ſaid, that 

then nothing ſhall remain but time, I er) 

kl time ſhall wait upon eternity. Whoa. a 

things in the world ſhall have an end, yet 

I time ſhall remain ſtill- Time runs parallel 

1 vith the life of God, it never had begiuning 

* and never ſhall have an end; time and eter- 

nity are linked together; {9 that we cannot 

at OR of. the ons, bot we ſpeak of the 
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otner time was before all millions of year: 
that can be thought, and it ſhall remain“ 

throughout all ages to come, even to all eter- 
nity. 

Now to - anifiver” mies 6 1 Abe angel 
ſweats that time ſhall be no longer, he doth 
not mean time conſtdeted in itſelf; for that 
ſhall remain as long as eternity endures, and 

Mall never have an end: and for time'to have 

an end is a thing impoſſible. But to take 
tze wordls in their true ſenſe and meaning, 
it is an opportunity of time, Which at the 

© laſt day ſhall ceaſe and be no longer. 

I fall name fome of thuſe opportunities 
of time. which at the end abe world _ 
ceaſe, and be no longer. 

l. The time of Dathe bell be no 1 
it was the promiſe of God to man after the 
flood. Gen. 8. 22. That-as long as the earth re- 
maineth,' ſeed lime and bref, cold and heat; 

Jummer and winter, day and night, foall "nit 
ceaſe.” But at the end of the world, When 
the earth, and all' things temporal, ſhall be 
diſſolved; then all theſe ſhall ceaſe, and be- 

no longer. 7 0 every thing, faith So/amon, there 
is a'lrafon and a time, to every Purpoſe under 
the Jun, Ecclef. iii. 1, 2 3. &C: a time to be 
born, a time to die; a time to plant; and atime 

to pluck up that which is planted, & c. 

Baut at the end of the world all theſe ſea- 
ſons and opportunities ſhall end, and be no 

longer; then there ſhall be no more oppor- 
tunities of planting and gathering, no more 

ſowing, 
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idwitg, no more reaping ; all opportunities 
of nature ſhall then ceaſe, and be no longer. 

II. The time of our abode nere upon earth 
ſnall be no longer; at the end of the world 
heaven and hell ſhall contain the whole world 
of men and women; either in heaven or hell 
- we muſt abide for ever, but here we ſhalt 


be no more. 


David prays vtbat God would ſpare him, 
that be may retever his frength before be goes 
hence, and be no more; Pſ. xxxv. 13. That 
is, be no more in a mortal ſtate in this world; 

And Job. vii:g; 10. As the clouds conſume an 
vaniſh away, Jo he that goeth down to the grave 

Il come up no more; he ſhall return no more 

to his houſe. That is, his habitation in this 
world, and his place here upon earth, ſhall 
know him no more: So alſo Jeb; XIV, 745 
nan die, he Hull live again. That is, 
de ſhall live agatf in anotber world, either 
in everlaſting joys, or everlaſtin torments, 
but be ſhall never live again in-this world. 

III. The time of the tribulations, ſorrows, 
and afflictions of God's Children ſhall be no 
longer; now they are petſeruted by wicked 
men, now they are lighted, mocked at, 
ſcorned and abuſed: now they have many a 
temptation to ftrive againſt, now the devil 
torments them with doubts and fears" that. 
their ſins ſhall never be pardoned, that God 
will be favourable unto them: Alas! they 
are fain to endure many ſorrows and cala- 
mities s doth e in their bodies and 

| inwardly 
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. in ther ſauls; but at the end of 
- time there ſhall alſo he an end af all their 
ſor;ows: 7. ben Ged ſhall <vipe away all tears 
frem their eyes, and there all be no more death 
neither forrow nor crying. neither all there be 
any mord pain; fer the former things are paſt 
eway, Rev. xxi. 4. Then they ſhall never 
- more be perſecuted by wicked men, ſhall ne- 
ver more be ſubject to any ſickneſs or diſtem- 
| pers, or any kind of miſeries; then there 
be no more complaining, by reaſon of 
their outward miſeries, .nor yet by reaſon of 
their inward trouble; ſaying, can theſe fins 
be pardoned? Is there any mercy for ſuch 
2 wretch as I am? Will God ever ſhew me 
any favour? No, there mall be none of thoſe 
complaints heard in heaven: For when time 
ſhall be no longer, then all the ſorrows, mi- 
ſeries and afflictions of the children of God 
will alſo ceaſe and be no longer. 5 
IV. The time of the proſperity and ſinful 
pleaſures of wicked men ſhall be no longer : 
now wicked men live many a merry hour, 
they run to many a merry meeting; naw 
they can laugh and ſing, and riot, and play 
= away their precious time: now they*feaſt and 

drink, and game as if they were to live for 
ever; but when: time ſhall end, and be no 
longer, then there ſhall be an end of their 
mirth and jollity. Look in Rev. xviii. and; 
read the.chapter throughout, and there yuu 
willſeeadreadtuiſentence pronouncedagainſt 
| the whore of Babylon : She excetded in riches, 
1% oe _—_ in purple and ſcarlet, and decked 


ith” 
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with geld, and precipus flones, and pearls; and 
ſhe nas full of her abomination; and filthine/s 
of her foryications. Chap. xvii. 8.' She lived 
in all kind of pleaſure, but there is a dread- 
ful woe prongunced againſt her, chap, xviii. 
7... Look how much ſpe bath glorified her/elf, and 
lived deliciouſly; Jo, much torment! and /orrow- 
giue ber; fer fae faid in ber heart, I ft at 
Deen, and know na ſorrow. , Therefore ſhall 
ber pleagues came-in one day: death and 
mourning, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burgt with 
fire; for ſtrong is the Lord God who judged: 
her. And after that, chaps xviii. 2. 22. 
A mighty angel took up a flons like unto à great 
mill lone, and caſt it into the ſea, Jayzing, thus 
with Violence all that great city Babylon be 
| thrown down, and ſhall be found no more at all. 
And the voice of hargers and muficians,: and ef 
pipers and of trumpeters, Mall be heard no-more 
at all in thee; and no craft/man, of what/eever , 
craft be be, Small "be found any mare in thee ; 
and the ſound of a mill, flone hal be beard n 
more at all in thee: And the light of a*candle 
ſhall ſhine no more at all in thee, and the voice 
of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride 
ſhall be heard no more at all in thee. This is 
the very caſe of all wicked men, they have 
their pleaſures and delights upon earth. Go 
ye now, ya rich men, weep and bowl, for your 
miſaries that ſhall come upon you, laith St. James, 
chap. v. I. 5. Te that have lived in pleaſure, 
and haus been a anton, you have nouriſhed your 


hearts, at in a day of ſlaughter, But when 
| time 
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time ſhall be no longer, then there ſhall be 
an end of all their mirth and jollity ; then 
there ſhall be no morefinging and rejoicing, 
no more feaſting and drinking, no more 
playing and gaming, no more muſick nor 
dancing, all theſe pleaſures and fleſnly delights 
ſhall then have an end, and be no longer. 
V. The time of the goſpel ſhall be no 
longer; now we enjoy many u praying op- 
* portunity, many a ſrmon opportunity, many 
a {ſabbath opportunity, many a ſacrament 
opportunity, but at the end of time al} theſe 
opportunities ſhall be enjoyed ny more; 
then there ſhall. be no more preaching nor 
praying, no more fabbaths, nor ſacraments; 
no more goſpel v 4/5 wer and enjoyments; 
no more promiſes of pardon and mercy to 
| Wen no more offers of Chriſt and ſalvati- 
: alk theſe goſpel opportunities ww then, 
— and be no longer. 
Sixthly and laftly, he time of God's spa- 
tience and forbearance ſhall be no longer; 
God hath reſolved that bis ſpirit ſhall not 
always ſtrive with man. And ſaid God to 
his people J/ael, Rom. x. 12. All the day 
long have 1 firetched out my hand unto a dijobe- . 
dient and gain: ſaying people. Now God ſtands 
day after day, ſabbath after ſabbath, year 
after year, proffering mercy. to rebellious 
ſinners; now God waits long upon ſinners, 
even all the day long, that is, all the time 
of their viſitation, the time. their on 
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and ſeaſon of grace laſteth : whilſt ſinners | 
are wearying of his patience, and grievin 

of his ſpirit: Now God calls and calls aloud 
both by merey and judgment, both by h 
word and by ſpirit, by loving expoſtulations 
and earneſt entreaties to finner$, to turn and 
he faved, ſaying, Turn ye; turn ye; why 
vill ye die? Why will ye not be made clean ? 
O when ſhall it once be! Now he entredts 
you to come and be reconciled to him, -now 
he offers you grace and mercy, and itroats 
you to accept it. 

But at laſt, when the day of beg ſhall 
be ſpent, and time at an end: then Chriſt's 
grace and mercy will be offered to finners 
ng more; then God's patience and forbear- 
ance will be at an end, then his ſpirit will 
no more ſtrive with men; then they ſhalt 
have no more calls from God to turn and 
be ſaved, no more tenders of Chriſt and 
ſalvation, no more proffers of grace and 
mercy ; for then ſhall be an end of God's 
patience and forbearance, his calls and 
invitations: At the end of the world, all 
theſe opportunities of time ſhall ceaſe ae 
be no longer. | 

And thus forthe firſt particular; What time 

Il be no longer; it is not time conſidered in 
itſelf, but the opportunities of time that _ 
ceaſe and be no longer. | 
II. My ſecond particular is to hw you 
when time ſhall be no longer, that is, at the 
| end of the world; at . great and — 

Y. 
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day of judgment, when the whole frame of 
nature ſball be di{folved, when the ſun ſhall 
be turned into darkneſs, and the moon into 
blood, and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, 
and when the power of heaven ſhall be ſnaken, 
and when Chriſt ſhall come in the clouds 
with pawer and great glory, to judge both 
the quick and the dead; it is then the 

, angel ſwears Gy bim that liveth for ever and 

ever, that there ſpall be time no longer. But 

1 as for every particular man, when once his 

 ' - ſeaſon of grace is ended, and when he comes 

| to die, and to take his fight from time to 

eternity, then with him time ſhall. be no 
longer. | FF 

III. The third thing conſiderable is, the 

- reaſon why tune ſhall be no longer. Now 
there might be many reaſons added, but I 
will reduce them all into theſe three heads. 

4. Time ſhall at * ceaſe and be no 

longer, then there may be a total end of that 
which is the worſt of evils, which is ſin. 
It is fin that grieves God's ſpirit, wearies 
his patiegce, and cruciſies afreſh continuall y- 
the ſon of God, and puts him often to open 
ſhame. Therefore God will at laſt put an 
end to time, that he may at laſt eaſe 
bimſelf of tbeſe great eyils : God complains 
of wicked. men, that he is preſſed with their 
wicked ways, even as à cart is preſſed with 
ſnea ves, But, Ab, ſaid. the Lord, I will 
eaſe me of my aduenſaries, Iſa. i. 24. God 
will at laſt put an end to time, that he might 
+ ++ e | 
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eaſe himfelf of his -burthen; nay, the very 
ſaints themſelves, they with Lot are often 
vexed and grieved with the filthy communi- 
cation of the wicked: Therefore they ear- 
neſtly pray that God would haſten the com- 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that there 
might be an end of theſe finful days. 

2. Time ſhall at laſt ceaſe and be no lon- 

r, for the ſake of God's ele; and for 
fulfilling of thoſe pramiſes which God 
made to them. Mark what our bleſſed: $a- 
viour ſaith to this purpoſe, Marr. xxiv. 22. 
Except theſe: days ſhall be fbertened, no fle 
all be fawved; but for the elect t ſalr thoſe 
days Sal be ſhortened, Now there may be 
many that miſinterpretgth Chriſt's ovale in 
this place: For, ſay they, the world was at 
firſt to laſt ſix thouſand years, two thouſand 
before the law, two thouſand under the law, 
and two thouſand under the goſpel; and 
from thoſe words of our Saviour Chriſt, That 
for the elict's ſake thoſe days ſhall be. ſhortened, 
they ſay that much of their two thouſand 
years under Chriſt ſhall be cut off, and ſo 
the time ſhortened ; but who can tell this, that 
ſo long a time the world was to endure, and 
muck of that time ſhould be ſhortened ? The 
ſcripture; reveals no ſuch thing, the world 
may laſt fix thouſand years, che laſt day 
may come at the end of fix thouſand years, 
ar it may come ſooner ; that none can tell, 
it may be nearer than we are aware of: 
For of that day and of that hour, knoweth no | 
2 many; 
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man; no not the angels in heaven, nor the ſor, 
but the furben only, ver. 35. But you are to 
underſtand the meaning of our Saviour's 
words here, thus: Except tho/e days ſhall be 

HGortened, that is, except there comes an end 

of thoſe days, no fle hall be Javed; but 
for the elect's /ake, there ſhall come an end, 
for if thoſe days. are not ſhortened, there 
would never be an end, but the world 
would continue forever : And if there ſhould 
never be an end, then there would never be 
a a day of judgment; and if there never be 
a day of judgment, then there would never 
be a reſurreion ; and if there never be a. 
reſurrection, ' then the bodies of the ele& 
| ſhould ſor ever lie rotten; in their graves, and 
then indeed no fleſh can be ſaved: Indeed, 
at their death their ſpirits are ſaved ; but 
except there comes an end of time, no 
fleſh ſhall be ſaved. Therefore, for the 
elef's, ſake there ſhall: be an end of time; 
wherein their bodies ſhall: be raiſed out of 
their graves, and they ſhall:then receive the 
fulneis of their reward, which God hath 
promiſed, and Jaid up for them in heaven. 
.. Thirdly and lay, Time ſhall at lafl:ceaſe 
and be no longer, that there might be an ac- 
compliſhment of God's threatning to wicked 
men : For God hath foretold, Thar he will 
bring every work into judgment, with every 
| Jeeret thing, weher it be good; or whether it 
& evil, Ecrl. xii, 14. But if there never, 
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comes. on end of time, then wicked men- 
| ſhall never be brought to a reckoning for all 
their evil deeds, and conſequently they ſtall 
never come to their full puniſiment. There- 
fore it is neceſſary, that there ſhould be at 
laſt an end of theſe: opportunities and ſea- 
ſons of grace, that there might come a time 
wherein all mankind might receive their full 
reward, or their full puniſhment, according 
as they have ſpent their time here in this 
world, God will not always ſuffer the wick- 
ed to proſper, he will not always let them 
alone to blaſpheme his name, to perſecute 
his ſaints, to prophane his ordinances, to 
grieve his ſpirit, to abate his gooineſs ; tho? 
God bears with them for a while; yet he 
will not always bear with them, nor yet 
will he always ſuffer his deareſt children to 
be perſecuted and afflited, to live in ſorrow 
and miſery; and therefore God will certainly 
put an end to time; that he may put an end 
to the ſinful pleaſures of the wicked, and 
the ſorrows of his children; and puniſh the 
one in everlaſting torments in hell, and 
reward the other with everlaſting joys in 
heaven. That they alſo that will not accept 
of mercy in time, whilſt it is offered, when 
God called upon them, and entreated them 
to accept it, that they might at laſt, when 
time ſhall be no longer, and when the ſea- 
ſon of mercy ſhall be paſt, be forced too 
late to cry for mercy, when God will not 
regard them. | 

> Now 


| . 
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Now for theſe and the like reaſons, time 
at laſt ſhall ceaſe and be no longer; therefore, 


the angel favears by him that liveth for ever 
and ever, that there ſhall be time no longer. 


The APPLICATION. 


Shall now go on by way of application, 
+4 and there are ſeveral uſes that ] ſhall . 
from thence: As, g 
I. My firſt uſe ſhall be an uſe of mud 
on. It is ſo, that at end of the world, time 
ſhall be no longer: Then from hence we 
may learn, that when time is at an end, 
eternity will certainly begin, both eternity 
of happineſs to the ſaints, and eternity of 
torments to the wicked. When once thoſe 
opportunities of time are at an end, then 
wih follow an infinite duration of time, that 
ſhall never have an end, Oh! how this 
- will increaſe the joys of the ſaints, when 
they are entered into their joyful place above 
to think what a vat ocean of time is before 
them, what infinite millions of millions of 
years they have to poſſeſs their joys in, and 
after ten thouſand millions of years, yet ſtill 
"their joys are but beginning, and are as 
freſh to them as they were at the entrance 
into them: And, Oh! what a hell of hells 
will this be to be damned, when they come 
into that place of torments, to think what 
A vaſt ocean of time is before them, wo | 
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dure thoſe torments in, what infinite millions 
of millions of years they have to lie burning 
in thoſe helliſh flames; and- yet after ten 
hundred thouſand, thouſand millions of 
years, they ſhall be no nearer to an end; no, 
not one minute, nor one moment neater to 

an end, than they were the firſt day they en- 
tered into them; Nay, they ſhall be fo far 
from ending, that they will be ever but be- 
ginning! And, Ob! what a hell of hells 
will this be to the damned, to think upon 
this! Oh! eternity, eternity! Oh! vaſt. 
eternity! what heart can conceive, what if 
tongue can expreſs the duration of it! If 
we count as many millions of years as there 
are ſtars in the ſky ; and then as. many mil- 
lions of years as there are piles of graſs, * WM 

and grains of corn that is growing, and has 
grown fince the creation of the world ; and 
then add to them as many millions of years 
as there have been living creatures of all 
ſorts, from the beginniag of the world, and - 
ſhall be to the end; and likewiſe add to 
them the number of the duſt of the earth, 
and the ſands on the ſea ſhore : Now to one's 
thinking all theſe millions of millions of 
years will never be run out; yet for all that, 
we are not come to an end, no, nor to the 
beginning of eternity: Eternity is an infinite 

| —_ that ſhall never, never have an 
en 2 ä | 

II. My ſecond uſe ſhall be a uſe of re. 
proof R is fo, that at the end of time this 

| | golden 
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golden opportunity of giace will be at an 
end, and time 1 ceaſe and be no longer; 
and after this ſmall ſcantling of time, there 
follows an eternity, either of joy or torments. 
Then what ſhall we think of tboſe that 
ſquander away thoſe golden Rene 
in going that which is worſe than nothing! 
All the time that God is offeripg them Chriſt, 
grace and mercy, and calling upon them 10 
repent, and accept of mercy offered, ail 
that time they waſte in following their Juſts, 
grieving his ſpirit, deſpiſing his mercy, and 
_ abuſing his goodnels. 
A great many among the poor ſort ſpend 
a great part of their precious time in drud- 
ing in the world, in taking pains, . and in 
We to get alittle of this world's good; 
and it may be, as oon as they have got a 
little together, they die and leave it behind 
them: They can riſe early, and work, and 
eat, and drink, and ſleep; and that is all 
that they can mind : they don't conſider that 
they have an immortal ſoul to look after; 
that they have an eternity to provide for; 
they can ſpare no time for tneſe things, that 
are of the greateſt concerpyment. Again, 
others there are that have. more time than 
the poor ſort; yet, oh! how dreadful it is 
to conſider how their time is ſquandered 
and waſted away! ſome ſpend much of their 
precious time and day of ſalvation, in 
dreſling and decking themſelves up in gaudy 


attire, in pride and wantonnels ; Aud this. 
. | all 
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all the time that God is calling, wooing, 
and beſeeching people, both by his. w ord- 
and ſpirit to repent and turn, and accept 
of Chriſt and mercy. ie ofters them 
better, ſweeter, and more durable pleaſures, 
than theſe earthly delights, ił they will but 
hearken'to his calls, and return. Nay, that 
which is ſaddeſt of all to conſider, is, that 
the Lord's day is prophaned. *which is the 
- moſt precious ſeaſon in all the week, a 
day to be kept holy to the Lord, in which 
we are not to think our own thoughts, nor 
ſpeak our own words; but we ſhould ſpend 
the whole day in the worſhip of God, 
in reading and praying, and . godly con- 
ference, in doing. and preparing ourſelves 
for ' eternity. 

On that day eſpecially, above all other 
ſeaſons, God calls and earneſtly intreats 
finners,, (both by his word and ſpirit) to 
come in, and cloſe with the offers of mercy 
and proffers to help them, if they will but 
torn: And yet, tho' that day above all others 
i the moſt golden opportunity, of grace, 
yet a great many do ſquander and waſte it 
away after a ſad rate; they perhaps go to 


church, and lend their ears awhile to the 7 


word, and then as ſoon as they come out of - 

the church, they are difcourſing about their 

worldly affairs; Nay in many great fami- 

lies, they waſte their precious time in a'moſt 

ſad manner: It would grieve any godly and 

deyout — to "+ how the Ns 
* 
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day (as well as other ſeaſons) are waſted by 
many of them. They indeed join together 
nin going to enurch to hear the word preach. 
ed, and ſo far they do well enough; but 
then aflerwards, when they come home, 
there is ſcarce any thing ever heard from 
them concerning the ſermon they heard, 
or concerning the matters of their ſouls, but 
the evening of the Lord's day, as well 2 
other times, filled up a great part of it, 
with their vain and unſavoury diſcourſe, in 
laughing and jeſting, in telling of ſtories, 
and what news they have heard that day, 
Oh! friends, what a happy thing it would 
be, if you would but on the Lord's day, 
and now and then at other times, when you 
are together, enter into ſuch ſerious diſcourſe 
as this, and ſtrive by your winning talk to 
help one another in the way to heaven; 
then you will ſpend your time well indeed, 
But in reproving others, I bad need alſo to 
reprove myſelf, for I am certain, that! 
have enjoyed as many precious opportunitie; 
of grace, as moſt of you have, but I har: 
walted tie greateſt part of them in vanity 
and foolery ; the Lord give both you and |, 
and all of us, grace to improve our tine 
better, f | | 
Oh! whata dreadful account ſhall w: 
make at the great tribunal, if we waſte out 
time thus, when we ſhall be called to a ſtnd 
account how we have ſpent every hour 


our time; what anſwer do we think to my 
* : vw 


— 
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when there ſhall be ſo many Items brought 
in: as, 110 | 
Item, For ſo much time ſpent in vain and 
unprofitable diſcourſe., 
Item, For & much time ſpent in feaſting 
and drinking, | * ; 
ſtem, For ſo much time waſted at cards 
k and dice. | 
Item, For ſo much time ſpent in pride 
and ambition. 
Item, For ſo much time ſpent in idleneſs. 
But, Item, For ſo much time ſpent in ſelf- 
examination, in repenting, faſting, praying, 
and godly conference: O! how ſhall we be 
able to anſwer this before the great judge ? 
Now for pagans and heathens, who — 
not God, nor a future ſtate, for them to 
waſte their time in fleſhly luſts is not ſo much. 
But ye that live under the goſpel, under 
the calls of God, under the ſtrivings of bis 
ſpirit, under the offers of grace, in follow - 
ing our carnal delights, in deafning our ears 
to his call, in grieving his ſpirit, and abu- 
ſing his gracious offers of mercy for us to 
do it: Oh! how ſad and dreadful will our 
doom be at laſt! we above all others ſhall 
have the hotteſt-place in hell. Oh! it is a 
ſad conſideration for wicked men to think of, 
that when they come to hell, then they will 
cry out. Oh! that I had ſpent my time bet- 
ter! Oh! that I had in time harkened to 
the call of God, and obeyed the motions of 
bis ſpirit! Oh! the many days and nights 
that I have ſpent in rioting and drinking! 
| E 2 Oh! 
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Oh! the many hours that I conſumed in 
playing and gaming! If I had but ſpent all 
that time in examining my heart and life; 
in faſting, in praying, and in repenting, in 
weeping for my fins, in begging ſor pardon 
and mercy for the ſake of Chriſt, in ſtriv- 
ing to help others with me in the way to 
heaven, and in labouring to work out my 
own ſalvation ! _ | | | 
If I had but thus ſpent my time, where 
might I now have been! | ſhould never 
have been here in this dreadful place, bot 
now 1 ſhould have been amongſt. yondet 
ſaints, rejoicing and triumphing with them 
in glocy: Oh! that the time paſt could but" 
be called back again, and the years that! 
have ſo vainly ſpent: Oh, now that I could 
be admitted once more into the aſſembly of 
God's ſaints. Oh! that God would try me 
once more with the means of grace (tho 
I lived on nothing but bread and water) 
Oh ! how I would condemn the world and 
the vanities thereof, Oh! how ſtrictly, how 
holy, and how purely would 1 live, Oh! 
it would make one's heart even to ach, 
to conſider what lamentable outcries theie 
damned ſouls then would make. How often 
were they told,. and: told again, what will 
become of them, if they conſume their pre- 
cious time in fleſhly luſts and | pleaſures - 
and yet all the warning in the world 
would not prevail: Nay, if the meſſen. 
gers of God, and all the godly friends 


and neighbours did- fall on their 9 to 
em, 


— — — 


— 
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them, for the ſake of Chriſt that died for 


them, that they would take pity upon their 
poor ſouls, and forſake their wicked courſes 
and ſeek for mercy and pardon before it be 
too late; but all the means in the world 
would not prevail with them. And yet 


| when the time is at an end, and the gate of 


torments is before them, then they'll wring 
their hands and gnaſh their teeth, and cry 
put, Oh! that God would try me once more. 
Sure, if the devil did not, bewitch people, 
2 they never would do as they do. 

How often, faith Chriſt, wpould I have 
gathered you together as a hen gathereth her 
chickens arder ; (0 WINGS, but © ye would ' net, 
Mat. xxv. 31, I hope you will conſi- 
der of theſe things in Time, before it be 
too late, 

III. My third uſe ſhall be of expoſtula- 
tion. Beloved: friends, you ſee here how 
the angel /wwears by him that liverh for ever 
and ever, that time ſpall be no longer. What 
is the reaſon then that you will not be per- 
ſuaded to take hold of time, in ſeeking of 
mercy and reconciliation from God, before 
it de to late? Oh! how N God ex- 


Ob! when al it once be ? 
Thos he expoſtula:es with every ſtubbora 


rebellious ſinner: Oh! finner, When wilt , + 


thou be made clean; why wilt thoa not re- 
peat, an@ be reformed ? How long ſhall I 
E. 3 ſtand 


_ 
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ſtand offering thee Chrift, pardon and peace, 
and thou not accept the offer? How long 
ſhall I ſtand waiting for thy repentance, 
and thou continueſt in thy impenitency, and 
wearieſt my patience, and will not turn? 
How long ſhall I ſtand proffering thee mercy 
and pardon, and thou deſpiſeſt it? what is 
the reaſon that no means will work upon 
thee? How often have I fought to allure 
thee with mercies, and tetrify thee with 
Judgments; and have given thee warning 
after-warning, and yet nothing will prevail ? 
Is the loſs of thy immortal ſoul, the loſs 
of heaven and everlaſting life, ſo ſma'l a 
matter wi:\ thee, that thou regardeſt it no 
more? Is it nothing to endure everlaſting 
burning ? Is it nothing to lie amongſt devils 
in the lake of fire and brimſtone ? For my 
part, I defire not thy everlaiting miſery, 
but had rather thou wouldeſt in ume accept 
of meicy, that thou mayett be ſaved, If I 
had any delight in thy damnation, thou 
hadſt been in hell long before this time: I 
had never ftood waiting upon thee io long as 
J have done ſuffering- thee to grieve my 
ſpirit, to tire my patience, to turn my grace 
into wantonneſs, trample under thy foot the 
blood of my dear ſon that was ſhed to waſh 
away thy fins. If I had delighted in thy 
damnation, had never called upon thee fo 
often as I have done. Oh! finner do 1 
_ deſerve this unkind dealing at thy hand, 
that thou ſtill abuſeſt my mercy and oo 
1 n 8 
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neſs? When wilt thou return to me with a 
full reſolution to leave thy fins, and become 
a new creature, and accept of mercy offered ? 
When ſhall that time come? Oh! when 
ſhall it once be? It is ſuch a time as would 
un the angels to behold it. 

And, friends, is it not a great deal better 
to de a joy to angels, than a laughing-ftock 
to devils? Oh! friends, if all theſe loving 
expoſtulations will not prevail with you, I 
know not what will. 

IV. My fourth uſe ſhall be a uſe of mo- 
tive. If all thoſe expoſtulations will not 
prevail, I will lay down ſerious conſiderati- 
ons to move you to a timely repentance ; 
and I will try what they can do, whether 
by them you will be ſtirred up to the im- 
provement of your golden ſeaſon of grace, 
before it be at an end. 

Conſider, firſt, how precious your time 
in this world is, it is far more precious than 
gold, for all the gold, all the riches, and 
all the treaſures in this world, cannat pur- 
chaſe one minute of time when it is gone 
and paſt; people don't know how prectous 
their time is, until they come to the end of 
it; and when once time is at an end. O 
then they know what the worth of it is: 
Now finners inquire, what they ſhall do to 
paſs away their time; time is fo pten'y with 
them, that they know not what to do with 
it, tho' they have ſo many ſinful luſts to 
mortify, ſo many corrupti ns to ſubdue, fo 
| E 4 many 
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many ſins to repent of, Chriſt to get an in- 
tereſt in, and their pardon to ſue out, and 
temptations to ſtrive againſt; ſo much work 
to do, for God and their own ſouls, and 
the ſouls of others, and yet they know not 
how to ſpend their time. Ay, but when 
once they come to lie upon their death-bed, 
and ſee nothing before them but an eternity 
of miſery :' Oli! then they would give ten 
thouſand worlds, if they had them, but for 
one year, or but for one quarter of a year 
of that time which they ſo vainly ſpent ? 
Oh! if people did but know the worth of 
time, as much as they will do then, they 
would away with their. cards and. dice, 
and other paſtimes, and they would fpend 
every minute of it to the beſt advantage 
they can for their ſouls eternal, welfare. 

2. Conſider, how dangerous it is to 
ſquander and waſte away your precious time 
in fleſhly luſts and pleaſures: It may be 
you think of repenting hereafter, when you 
come to lie uppn your death-bed ; but who 
knows but that you may die ſuddenly, a$ 
many do, without the lealt ſpzce to repent? 
and beſides it is a madneſs for any to think 
to do that great work in an inſtant of time: 
But ſuppoſing you ſhould have a Rm 
ſpace at the day of death, yet who knows 
bow long the ſeaſon of grace may continue: 
Behold, faith the apoſtle, now is the accepted 
time, behold, new is the day of Jalvation! 1 
Cor. 6. 4- 1t is now that God calls, 9 
; X ers 
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fers you his ſpirit to aſſiſt and help you, and 
romiſes to accept you, if you will but 


come at his call, before he hath given you 
over to yourſelves. God, who offers you 
grace to day, it may be will not offer jt a- 


gain to morrow. I have read a ſad ſtory of 


an extravagant young man, who being of- 
ten admoniſhed by his godly friends torepent 
and reform his wicked life, preſumptuouſly 

ave them this anſwer : That I, auben he lay 
adying he did but ſay three words of repentance, 


he ſhould do well enough : Theſe three words 


I ſuppoſe were to be, Lord have mercy upon 


ne. But on a certain time as he. was ride- 


ing over a narrow bridge with his horſe, 
his horſe ſlipt, and fell in with him, and af- 
ter ſtrugling a while, he was heard to ſpeak 
theſe three words, Devil take all. Theſe 
were his three words of repentance ; it is 
therefore exceeding dangerous to put off 
our great work, until time is at an end. 


3. Conſider, that the ſeaſon and oppor- 


tunity of grace is the greateſt mercy, that 
we can enjoy. It was ſuch a mercy as was 
never vouchſafed to the fallen angels: Thus 
God's mercies are renewed to us every mor n- 
ing: And, friends, if you ſquander and 
trifle away ſuch golden opportunities, as 
God hath put into your hands, you trample 


under feet one of the choiceſt of God's 


mercies; and do you think that God will 
dear this at your hand!? = 


* 
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4. Con ſider, that your accepted time and 
ſeaſon of grace is continually waſting, whe- 
ther you improve it well or not: Time is 

continually paſſing away, and will not ſtay 

for you whilſt you are following your ſinful 
pleaſures, and wearying of God's patience, 
but is continually haſtening away; when 
once the ſun is up, it keeps its courſe, and 
never ceaſes going on until it is gone down; 
when once a candle is lighted, it keeps 
continually burning until it is done; when 
once aglaſs is turned, it never ceaſes running 
until it is out; ſo ſoon as a man is born, 
God does immediately put an opportunity of 
time in his hands, and then it paſſes and 
keeps paſſing away, and never ceaſes run- 
ning until it is*at an end; one day follows 
another, one ſabbath follows another, and 
Jo time keeps running on, until at laſt it 
will ceaſe and be no longer. | 

5. Conſider how dreadful your ſtate will 
be at laſt, if time ſhould be at an end, be- 
fore you have made your peace with Gad: 

If whilſt you are ſinning away yonr precious 
time, God ſhould clap a curſe upon your 
ſouls and ſwear in his wrath that you ſhould 
never enter into his reſt; and ſo ſhut again 
you the door of mercy for ever. Oh! what 

2 dreadful eondition would you be in 
then! Oh! Then it had been well for 
yon if you had never been born! Then 
vou may knock at the gate of mercy too 
late, as the fooliſh virgins did: Saying 
2 ö 0 
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Lord open unto us. | But the Lord, will ſend 
| 'you away with this dreadful ſentence, 1 


\ , know you mot, depart from me ye workers of 


iniquity. - This is the moſt dreadful place 
that is to be found in the goſpel; read and 
tremble at it, it is in Luke xix. 41, 42. And 
he drew nigh to Jeruſalem, and /ooking about 
(but it was with tears in his eyes) he wept = 
over it, Jaying, If thou had/i knewn, even 
thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! But now they are hid 
from thine eyes. 
Moſt fearful is the example of Francis 
Spira, ſo dreadful it is, that it is enough to 
make the ſtouteſt heart to ach, to hear the 
ſtory of it : This Francis Spira was a Civil 
lawyer; he was brought up, and lived forty 
years and more in the Romiſb religion; about 
that time the ſun of the goſpel was. riſen 
in Europe, and this new doctrine he liked 
and loved ſo well, that he forſook his Rom 
principles, and embraced the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and preached 1t firſt to his neighbours, 
and then in, publick meeeings to the whole 
country; inſomuch that he converted many 
from the Romiſb principles to he docttine of 
Chriſt, and cauſeth them to embrace the 
goſpel, until at laſt he had brought himſelf 
into great danger, in that he muſt either 
againſt his knowledge and conſcience deny 
. Chriſt, or elſe endure the extteameſt torments 
that malice could inflit; or elſe he maſt 
- forſake his houſe and land, his wife a | 
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children, yea, his own country, and betake 
himſelf to a foreign country, there to endure 
a thouſand miſeries: and he not knowing 
what courſe to take, nor what to do, the 


ſpirit of God came to him, and encouraged 


him to ſtand faſt in the faith of Chriſt, tel. 
ling bim he ſhould: not ſet his hand writin 

to the legate, that Chrit was able to defend 
him, ang that tho' he did go to priſon, and 
to death, yet the eternal reward remains for 
him in heaven; yet this miſerable man con- 
fylting alſo with fleſh and blood, went and 
ſet his hand to the legate, and ſo in part 
denied Chriſt; and then he was fain alſo 
to promiſe to ſea] it in his own country ; 
and as he was going the ſpirit of God- met 
with him the ſecond time, and he thought 
he heard a voice ſaying unto him, Spira / 
Haff thou unhappy man given thy hand writing 
to the legate? Tet ee thou ſeal it not in thine 
oaun country. Doſt thou think eternal life is fo 
mean à thing, as to prefer this preſent life 
before it * Remember, man, that the ſuffering 
of this preſent life is incomparative to the glory 
that ſhall be revaled. If thou Juffereft with 


\Chrift, thou ſhalt alſo reign with him. Thou 
 canſt not anſwer for what thou haſt already 


done : neverthele/s the gate of mercy is not quite 
ſhut : O heap not fin upon fin, leaft thou repenteſt 


aher it be tos late. Now was Spira in a wilder- 


neſs of doubt, not knowing whither to go, 
gor what to do: At laſt he went and aſked 
edunſel of his friends about it ; and they, 

without 
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without any . conſideration, perſuaded him, 
that by no means he ſhould bring himſelf 1 
and them into any danger, but that he would 
go to the legate, and perform what he had 
promiſed. 12895 
Then in the morning he deſperately gets 
up, and enters the congregation, where, 
maſs being finiſhed, he recites the abjuration, 
word for word as it was written. This 
done, he was immediately fined thirty-pieces 
of gold, and then reſtored to his goods, 
wife and children; but no ſooner was he 
departed, than he heard a direful voice, 
ſaying unto him, Thou wicked wretch ! thou 
haſt denied me ! thou haſt broken thy wow ! 
Hence apoftate ! Bear with thee thy ſentence 
of eternal damnation ! , | 
Immediately Spira, trembling and quak- 
ing, fell into a ſwoon: Help. was at hand 
for the body, hut never could he find any 
eaſe in his mind, but was continually tor- 
mented with the ſenſe of God's wrath, and 
was captivated under the revenging hand of 


Then his friends began to repent, too 
late, of their raſh counſel, When he rela- 
ted to thoſe that came to ſee him, all the 
paſſages that had happened, it made them 
all to weep and tremble. A. /con as /entence 
of Chrift was paſſed againſt me, I knew that I 
was atterly undone / He felt a continued 
torment of his mind, and a continual but- 

chery of his conſcience, then he prota. 

La © 
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the damned which are in hell endure not 
the like miſery: 7 feel, ſaith he, that God 
more and more-hardens me: I am one of tho/e 
reprobates that God would not haue to be ſaved! 
And ſo continuing in this fate for ſix weeks 
and more, he then at laſt ended this miſera- 
ble life in a dreadful condition. 

I aſſure you this is the dreadfulleſt exam- 

- ple that I ever read in my whole life; the 
Lord grant that none of us all may ever 
come to this. 

6. And laſtly, conſider what a happy 
condition you are yet in, that you may en- 
joy your golden ſeaſon of grace, that God 
has not yet done calling, that his ſpirit has 
not yet done ſtriving, that his patience has 
not-done waiting. 

O how lovingly did the ſpirit call upon 
Francis Spira the ſecond time, after he had 
ſet kis hand writing to the legate, and 
told him that yet the gate 'of mercy 
not quite ſhut. O heap not fin up 
fin, leaſt thou vepenteſt when it will be 
too late. What ! was nit the gate of mercy 

quite but? O what a comfortable word 
— that! As far as he had gone in renoun- 

eing his profeſſion, and denying of Chriſt, 
yet it was not too late, yet there was mercy 
in ſtore for him: and if he had but then 
obey'd the ſpirit, and not gone any farther, 


bat repented of what he had already done, 


O what a _> man by: pou been for 
wer | r 
V. And 
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V. And laſtly, I ſhall conclude with a few 
words of exhortation : 1 ſhall exhort you, in 
the words of the apoſtle, Redeeming the time, 
becauſe the days are evil. Is it ſo that at laſt 
Time ſhall be nd longer? Then let meexhort 
| you now wiſely to redeem your time, your 
accepted time, before it be gone; O let the - 
time paſt ſuffice, wherein we have wrought the 
will of the Gentiles, Peter iv. 3. 
Beloved friends, you have waſted enough 
and too much of your time in the pleaſures. 
of the fleſh, and in the works of the devil. 
O! be perſuaded for the Lord's ſake and 
for your ſoul's ſake, to ſpend the ſhort re- 
mainder of your time in the ſervice of 
God, in working out your own ſalvation :. 
whatever your are about, and whereſoever 
ye are, whether alone or in company, 
yet ſtill be redeeming of your time: When 
you are alone, then let your time be re- 
deemed by ſelf-examination, by ejaculation. 
and prayers, by meditations and contem- 
plations, and when you are among compa- 
ny, tho” it be about the works of your cal- 
ling, O then be careful to improve your time 
well; inſtruct them you ſee are ignorant, + 
reprove them that are ſinful: ſpend your 
time, when you be together, in diſcourſing 
to one another of the end why you. were 
born, of your miſerable eſtate by nature, of 
the ſufferings of Chriſt for your ſins, of the 
ſhortneſs of your time, and of your future 
eſtate in anotber world, Let theſe and 
h 5: ſuch. | 


A 
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ſuch like diſcourſes fill up your time. Oh! 
labour with all your might to win the ſouls 
of one another, and. to help one another in 
the way to heaven daily, awhile 1t i called to 
day O what a happy work you would per- 
form, if by your ſeaſonable diſcourſe you 
ſhould convert a ſoul to God. 

To conclude: Be exhorted to ſpend the 
ima'l remainder of your time in praying, 
Tepenting of your fins, and working out 

our ſalvation; and then at laſt, when time 
ſhall ceaſe and be no longer. you ſhall be 
received into an eternity of joy and felicity, 
there to live and reign for ever. ; 

Conſider what hath been {aid, and the 
Lord give you underffanding.” ** 


* 
1 * 
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A Confeſſion of Prayer for a penitent 
Sinner, on this Subject or Diſcourſe, 


Moſt gracious, and glorious, and eter- = 

O0 nal Lord God; who art the Aba and BY 
| Omega, the beginning and the end, the firſt 

and laſt; thou art God from everlaſting, and 
thy years ſhall have no end, thou art righ- 
teous in all thy works, thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold the leaſt fin with an al- 
lowance ; ſo. that as ſoon as the angels had 
ſinned, thou didſt immediately caſt them 

. down out of heaven, and reſerveſt them 

under cha ine of darkneſs, under the dreadful 

, coming of the great day without, affording 

them the Jeaſt opportunity of ſeeking peace 
and reconciliation with thee: But thoe haſt 
ſpared, me from one ſabbath to another, and 

ſtill waiteſt for my repentance :- yet neither 

mercies nor judgments could work any good 
effects apo me. I made many fair promiſes 
to lead a new life; if it mould pleaſe thee 
do reſtore me once mot to my former health, © _ 

' and then thou in merey didſt try me as it 
vere. with another life: But then, miſerable 

_ wreich that, I am, I wtarned to my old 
courſe of life, ſoon; ſorgefting the promiſe 
which I made in my fekneſs: Tea, all 'the 
day long thou haft firatchtd out thy hand unto 
me. But, Oh, miſerable wretch that L am, 

I have continued in myrebellion againſt thee, 
quenching ang grieving thy holy ſpirit, 
"which would Me ſealed me unto the day of 

N redemp- 


- 
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redemption, wearying thy patience, and 


abuſing thy merey and goodnefs, and turn- 
ing thy grace into wantonneſs. O Lord, 

what a wonder is this, that ſuch a wretch as 
I am not in hell; that ſtill thou ſpareſt me, 
and expecteſt my repentance ; that there is 


hope that the gate of mercy is not quite ſnut 


againſt me; ſure if thou hadſt took any de- 
light in my damnation, thou couldeſt never 
have born ſo much at my hands as thou 
haſt done; thou would'ſt not have ſuffered 
me to abuſe thy mercy and goodneſs as thou 
haſt done: But ſeeing, O Lord, thou haſt 
ſpared me ſo long, and ſtill continued to me 


- the ſeaſon and means of grace, O Lord, 1 


will never more ſpend my time as I have 
done, i in following the pleaſures of the fleſh, 
and grieving thy holy ſpirit; and do purpoſe 


and reſolve, thro? thy grace aſſiſling me, to 


reſign myſelf to thy holy and heavenly will, 

and-to ſpend the remainder of my time in 
obedience to thy holy law and command- | 
ments; and to this end, O Lord, I humbly 
beſeech thee to grant me the affilance of thy 


holy ſpirit, for of myſelf I can do nothing ; 
| and let this thy ſpirit mollify my hard and. 


obdurate heart, that I may with hearty ſor-" 
row bewail my Joſt and miſpent time, and 
that I double my diligence for the time to 
come. O Lord, tho' I have long continu- 
ed in my rebellion againſt thee, yet Lord, 


I Þ beſeech thee, caſt me not off now at length, 
a miſerable nner, who returns unto thee 


with 


— 
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with an humble penitent heart: take not a- 
way from me thy holy ſpirit, tho? it hath 
long and often been 2 by me: Say 
— that now it is too late. Lord, ſhut not 

inſt me the gate of mercy, let not my 
foul periſh,.for whom Chriſt died: and if it 
be thy will that J periſh, Lord, I have caſt 
down myſelf at the feet of Chriſt; and if I 
periſh, I will periſh there: Lord I beſeech 
thee give me grace, that I may now prize 
this mercy better than I have done. Lord, 


give me grace to ſpend my time in falling, 


praying, repenting, and labouring to work 
out my ſalvation ; ſo that at laſt, when time 
ſhall ceaſe and be no longer, I may enter 
Into an eternity of joy and felicity. Theſe, 


and other mercies, which thou knoweſt ta 
be needful for me, I humbly beg at thy hand 


in that form of prayer, which Chriſt him- 
ſelf hath taught me, ſaying, 


Our F ather, which art in heaven, c. 


If ye know theſe things, bleſſed and 
happy are you, if ye thus redeem now 
your accepted time and ſeaſon of grace; 
which that we may all do. | 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of 


Ged the Father, and the ſwweet-comfortable 
- fellowfhip of God the Holy Gheft, be with 
"us, and remain with us, both now, and for 


evirmore, Amen. 
Joſhua's 


- 


* 
— 


Jojpua sReſolution to ſerve 
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Jieſb. xxiv. Part of Verſe 1 5. 


5 But as for me and my Houſe, we ail Arve the 
| | LOR D. 


T* ESE are the words of Joſhua to the 
| | tribes of fat]: For having in this 
| TW chapter declared 255 them the many bene- 
fits which God of his mercy had beſtowed 
on them; z as particularly in verſe 13, in that 
he had given them a land they laboured not 
for, and cities which they built not, and 
vineyards and olive yards to eat of, which 
they *planted not: Jeſbua having thus laid 
before their eyes God's benefits, he in verſe 
14, exhorts them to offer unto Gad a thank- 
ful and obedient heart for thoſe benefits 
which he had "beſtowed upon them: Now 
therefore fear the Lord and /erve bim in fence- 
rity, as your Fathers ſeruea, and do ſerve the 
Lerd. And ſo I fall immediately upon the 
words of the text, wherein we have theſe 
two conſiderable things. 
Fir. The freedom which Joſhua ſeems to 
give the tribes of Jrael, in caſe they refuſe 
do ſerve the Lord, that they ſhall chuſe who 
they will ſerve. 
| —____ Secendly, His reſolution concerning himſelf 
8 | and his family: A. fer me and ny houſe, ut 
| vill yup the ie. 
19 | Now * 
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Now in this ſmall treatiſe, I ſhall join 
theſe two together in this obſervation : That 
is, however the men of this world live, what- , 
ever they do, what ways ſoever they follow: 
a child of God is fully bent and reſolved to 
cleave to the Lord, and to take care that 


his family, and all under his charge, walk - 


in the ways of holineſs and piety. 
Now for further handling of this ſubject, 
I ſhall proceed after this manner. 
Firſt, I ſhall ſhew you what the reſolution 
of a chriſtian is. 
Secondly, The reaſon of this reſolution, And, 
74 The application. 

o ſhow what the reſolution of a chriſ- 
tian is. 1. It is a full and firm reſolution. 
2. It is a preſent refolution. 3. It is a ſet- 
tled and deliberate reſolution. | 

Firft, The reſolution of a chriſtian, is 2 
full and firm reſolution; the men of this 
world naturally chooſe fan, death and hell; 
| they thooſe death and damnation befare 
life and ſalvation ; they reſolutely run on 
in the ways of luxury, wantonneſs, drinking, 
gaming, and all manner of lewd and looſe 
practices: and though they are told and told 
again, both by the meſſengers of God's word, 
and theirgodly friends, whither theſe ungod- 
ly ways will lead them, yet they will run on 
ſtill, and take their own courſe, as if they 
were in love with their own ruin and. def 
truftion. But a true chriſtian, after his reproof 
and admonition, when he finds that they 

will 
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will not be reclaimed, he, as it were, bids 
them take their courſe, and chooſe whom 
they will ſerve, as Jeſbna did the people of 
Tfrael: But for his part, he reſolved, with 
fall bent and purpoſe of heart to give him- 
ſelf up to the Lord, and chooſe him for his 
portion, and to give up himſelf, ſoul and 
body, as an inſtrument for bis ſervice. 

> Now the reſolution of a chriſtian is not a 
ſick-bed promiſe, but a full bent and pur- 
poſe of heart to lead a new life. There are 
many that fairly reſolve; we reſolve, but 
every weak promiſe is not a full reſolution. 
Alas, how many are there, who under a 
ſharp fit of ſickneſs, or under ſome judg- 
ment ready to befal them, will promiſe what 
fair new creatures they will become ; what 
new lives they will lead, how holy and how 


purely they will hve; but if it pleaſes God 


to ſpare them, and give them a time of reſ- 
pite, then how ſoon are theſe vows and pro- 
miſes forgot! Thus the children of //raz/, 
how fairly did they promiſe, Deut. v. 27. 
"All that the Lord fhall ſpeak, we will hear 
and do: But though they had a tongue to 
promiſe, yet they had no hearts to perform; 
as you may ſee, verſe 29. O that there was 
fuch a heart in them, that they would fear me 
and keep my commandments, that it may be well 
- evith them. But as for a ſincere and return- 
ing finner, he not only promiſes, but he re- 
ſolves to yield up himſelf body and foul to 
be the Lord's: Ne, the whole frame of his 
. | heart 
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heart is bent that way, As an unconverted 
wicked ſinner goes on in fin, with a full 
purpoſe of heart; even ſo a returning ſinner, 
who is coming to Jeſus Chriſt, ſerves him 
with a full purpoſe and reſolution of heart; 
and as a reſolute ſinner neither minds mer. 
cies nor judgments, reproofs nor admoni- 
tions, neither perſuading nor entreating by 
miniſters, or friends, will ſtop him in his 
ſinful courſe; ſo on the other fide, a re- 
turning ſinner, that is reſolved for Chriſt 
and holineſs will not be drawn back, nei- 


ther by promiſes nor threatnings, neither by 


frown nor flatteries : Let his ſinful compa- 
nions entice him by ever ſo many arguments, 
he will not conſent, but he is fully bent and 
reſolved for heaven and happineſs, whatever 
it coſt him; and therefore, ſeeing the weak- 
neſs of his own fleſh, and his eternal incli- 
nations to be overcome by the leaſt temptati- 


ons, therefore he applies to the throne of 


grace, and there pours out earneſt prayers and 
ſupplications, for the aſſiſtance of divine grace 
to ſtrengthen him in the inner man; he dare 
not truſt to his own ſtrength, he conſiders 
how ſoon Peter was overcome, notwithftand- 
ing bis reſolution to ſtand, ſaying, F Ifould 
die with thee, I will not deny thee ; and yet be- 
cauſe he was too confident of his own ſtrength 
it_pleaſed God, for his trial, to leave him to 


' himſelf: How ſqon he denied and forſwore 


his Lord and Saviour! he began to curſe 
and ſwear that be knew him not, Matt; xxvi. 


Now 
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Now, I ſay, a returning ſinner, conſideting 
This, dares not reſolve in his own ſtrength, 
but labours and endeavours by the uſe of all 
means to get ſirength from heaven, and in 
the ſtrength of Chriſt he labours to go on 
towards the heavenly mark he aims at; he 
reſts not in any certain attainments, but 
truly reſolves by the help of divine grace; 


towards the mortification of the whole bo 4 
of fin, and for the attainment of grace and 


bolineſs unto perfection. 


And after he has done his beſt, yet ſtill he 

feels luſt to be ſtrong in him, and grace 
weak, therefore he is more and more outra- 
mou againft his natural inclinatians, and 
his earneſt deſire and endeavours. are to be 
more and more humble, more patient, more 
meek, more holy, and more heavenly ; let 
tbe devil tempt him with riches, honour, long 
life, and all earthly happineſs, on condition 


that he turns back again into the ways of fin, 


yet he will not yield, but he reſiſts him with 
all his might and ffrength ; nay, though all 
the powers of hell uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours to draw him back, though the fleſh'en- 
tice, and the wicked world uſe. all means to 
diſcourage him, yet in ſpite. of them all, he 
is reſolved to go on in his holy courſe ; for, 
neither death, nor depth,- nor any creature it 
able to ſeparate him from the love of Gad, 
awuhich.is in Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. viii. 39. 
Thus a ſincere returning finner is fully 
dent and reſolved io give bimſelf up _ 
| +. 7 
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foul to the Lord: And the whole ſrame and 
bent of his heart is towards graec and hol neſs 
This is the firſt thing conſiderable, that 
a chriſtian reſolution is a full reſolution. 
Secondly, It is a preſent reſolut on he is not 
for putting it cif from one time to another, 
as if he did not care whether 1t'was done 
or no. Even fo a chriſtian, that is fully. 
bent and reſolved after grace and holineſs 
longs and defires the attainment of his holy 
ends, the whole frame of his heart is ſet that 
way; and therefore he preſently (ets about 
the work without delay. Indeed, a hypo- 
crite has many purpoſes and reſolutions to 
repent, and become a new creature; but he 
delays and put off from one time to another 
being loth for the preſent to part with freeet 
fin, with his beloved luſt, which ſhews that 
his reſolutionisnot a firmandſe:tled reſolution, 
his purpoſes are apſound and hypocritical, 
There was one, Lale ix. 64. why made a 
kind of reſolution to follow Chriſt; but his 
reſolution was not for the preſent, he begped 
liberty to go once more unto bis ſinful com- 
panions, add take his leave of them, Lord, 
faith he, I cu follow thee, but let me firſt 
go and bid them farewell, wwhich are at home at 
my houſe. This ſhews, that his purpoſe and 
reſolution was not fincere ; he made a kind 
of reſolution to follow Chriſt, bur here lies 
the caſe, there was not a thorough change 
wrought in him,” he had not rooted put his 
beloved fin ; the frame and bent of his heart 
F was 
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was more towards the following of his luft, 
then it was to follow Chriſt: Therefore in 
ſetting his hand to Chriſt, ard yet looking 
back with plealure and delight upon his old 
finful courie of life, he was not fit for the 
kingdom of heaven; as gur Saviour tells 
him, ver. G2. Vo man having put his hard 10 
the plough, and looking back, is fit for the ting- 
dom of God. 

Thus a wicked man, when he is intreated 
and perſuaded by a miniſter of God's word, 
or by any of his godly relations, to prevent 
and forſake his evil practices, and to lead a 
new life, he perhaps under theſe godly ad. 
monitions makes fair promiſes, and has ſome 
- purpoſes and reſolutions to repent, and be- 
come a new creature, and yet notwith- 
ſtanding theſe purpoſes and reſolutions, he 
has many delays and pu's off, becauſe his 
heart remains ſtill wedded to his luſt. The 
drunkard promiſes, that he will return and 
follow Chriſt ; but he beg leave to go once 
more to the alehoule, and take leave of his 
drunken companions, and take one merry 
cup more with them, and then qe will come 
and follow Chriſt ; he hath friends at home 
at his bouſe, and he muſt firſt go and take his 
leave of them, and make one merry meet- 
ing among them, and enjoy a little more of 
their jovial company, then he will follow 
Chriſt. The covetous muſt have leave firſt 
to purſue a little more after this world's 
goods, and then he will follow Chriſt. The 

ö mow 


fleſhly luſts, in abuſing God's mercy and 
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voluptuous muſt have leave firſt to partake 
of a little more of the ſweet fin, he muſt 
enjoy a little more of his beloved pleaſure, - 
he muſt down with one ſweet morſel more, 
and then he will follow Chriſt. 
Thus fin is ſo ſweet unto a wicked man, 
the world and the fleſh is ſo bewitching, that 
notwithſtanding a ſinner's fair promiſes and 
purpoſes to repent, and turn to God, by 
theſe he is hindered of putting any thin 
into practice, but procraſtinates and put, of | 
from one time to another, until perhaps, 
time is at an end, before he has done any 
thing in order to his eternal ſalvation. 
But, a chriſtian that is fully and firmly 
reſolved to dedicate himſelf to the Lord and 
his ſervice, ſo that the whole frame of his 
heart is bent that way, he is ſo far from 
delaying and putting off from ane time to 
another, that be is ever reſtleſs and can find 
no contentment in any thing he enjoys, un- 
til he has got an intereſt in Chriſt, until he 
has got ſome aſſurance of the love of God 
and the pardon of his fin : it grieves nim to 
the very heart, to think that he ſhould be fo 
wild and fooliſh, and to waſte ſo much of 
his precious time, as he has done in the 


oodneſs, and grieving his ſpirit, in that he 
— made a good and gracious God wait 
upon him ſo many years, whilſt he continued 
to run on in a coarſe of rebellion againſt 
him. And therefore now he reſolves * 
| F 2 | 
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the grace of God aſſiſting him, from this 

time forward, to bid an everlaſting farewell 
to his beloved ſin; he now fully reſolves to 
continue no longer in the finful courſe of life; 
he is ready to cry out with St. Auguſtine, 
How long ſhail I ſay, to-morrow, to-morrow ? 
Why ſhall not this day be the day of my 
converſion? He therefore without delay ſets 
about the work of converſion : he now be- 
gins to labour, and ſtrives to work out his 
Mal ation. Kr | 
Thus a chriſtian's reſolution is a preſent 
reſolution. 

Thirdly and Laftly, A chriſtian's reſolution 
is a ſettled and deliberate reſolution. 

He dotn not, as many do, take up ſudden 
and inconſiderate reſolution to follow Chritt ; 

ut he diligently conſiders. 

I. What it maſt coſt him to be a thorough 
chriſtian; the death of his beloved fin, he 
knows it muſt coſt him, he knows he muſt 
part with every fin, even with his moſt fleſh- 
pleaſing fin, for Chriſt, or elſe he can be no 
chriſtian : And he confiders that it may colt 
him the loſs of his credit and good name, 
and liberty, nay the loſs of life itſelf. 

Now a penitent finner conſiders diligently 
of all things before he enters upon his 
chriſtian courſe, left after he has gone far 
with Chriſt, perſecution comes, and he a 
ſtatize and fall away, and ſo his latter end 
be worſe than his beginning: /Yhat mar, 
faith our Saviour, intending to build a tower, 
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Atteth not doaun firſt, and counteth the coſt, 
whether he have ſufficient to. finiſh it, leſt hap!y 
after he has laid the foundation, and is not able 
to finiſh it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 
Luke xiv. 28, 29. So whojo:whr for/aketh not 
all that be hath cannot be my diſciple, verſe 33. 
Many have gone far with Chriſt, fo far as 
their intereſt lay with the intereſt of Chriſt 3 
but when the intereſt of Chriſt and their own 
iatereſt is croſſed, then they have apoſtauzed 
and feil away. But on the contrary, a wiſe 
chriſtian, before he enters upon a new lite, 
firſt fits down and counts the coſt, he con- 
ſiders on Peter, how ſadly he fell when 
Chriſt had left him unto himſelf, notwith- 
ſanding his ſtrong reſolution, ſaying, I all 
ſhould deny thee, yet will not I, Therefore he 
dares not to propoſe and refolve in his own 
ſtrength ; for he knows himſelf to be very 
weak, and cannot move one ſtep towards 
heaven without divine aſſiſtance ; then he 1s 
day and night in earneſt prayers to God, for 
ſtrength from heaven, and fo in the ſtrength 
of Chriſt he is reſolved to run all hazards 
with him; he is reſolved to venture all 
for him; to venture the loſs of a good: 
name, the loſs of liberty, and the loſs 
of life itſelf; as he expects to reign with 
Chriſt, ſo he reſolves to chooſe him with all 
his offices, as a prophet to inſtruct him, as 
a ſaviour to ſave him from fin, as well as 
from puniſhment ; he is reſolved to cut off 
his right-hand ſins, and pluck out his right- 
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eye ſins; he is reſolved to ſpare no ſin, but 
to ſtrive againſt it, to watch againſt it, and 
fight againſt it with all his might; he is re- 
ſolved to follow Chriſt thro? all difficulties 
and dangers, thro' ſufferings and perſecuti- 
ons, thro" life and death, until he comes to 
reign with Chriſt in glory. 
Thus have | done with the firſt tbing con- 
ſiderable, what the reſolution of a chriſtian 
is; I muſt be very brief in what follows. 

II. The reaſon of the neceſſity of his re- 
ſolution. Now for a chriſtian to make a ſet- 
tled and firm reſolution is very neceſſary. 

1. Becauſe that until a man ſets a firm 
and full reſolution to turn to God, he is in 
a ready way to fall by every temptation; he is 
apt to put off and delay his repentance from 
time to time, he is ſtill liable to give him- 
ſelf more and more liberty to all kind of 
wickedneſs, to let the bridle looſe to his luſt ; 
- Nay, until a man comes into a full and ſet- 
tled reſolution, he lies in the ready road to 
open prophaneneſs, and to the negle& of 
God, and holy duties. But when a man 
comes to a reſolved point, when the whole 
frame and bent of his heart is ſet towards. 
Chriſt and holineſs, then there will appear 
earneſt endeavours after the thing reſolved 
upon. This was the reſolution of Jes, 
Job xxxi. 1. I made a covenant with mine 
eyes, why then ſhould I think upon a maid ? As 
if he had ſaid, I Have re/olved and made a 
covenant with myſelf, as much as in me lies, - 

| avid, 
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avoid all temptation of fin,why then ſhould Irun 
myſelf into temptation ? Pf, xxxix. 1. T ſais, I 

will take heed to my ways, that I offend not with 

my tongue, I will keep my mouth' with a bridle. 

2. This ſettled and firm reſolution is ne- 
ceſſary to repentance. ,, A man may do many 
things in order to a work of converſion, yet. 
if he has not a ſettled and firm reſolution to 
turn to God, he might as well do nothing ; 
but when once a man comes to ſet up a ſet- 
tled, firm, ſincere and hearty reſolution to 
cleave fully and wholly to the Lord, and to- 
reſign up all the faculties of his fout to him, 
then the work is more than half done. All 
the other duties of chriftianity will ſeem eaſy 
and pleaſant. David reſolved and ſwore, | 
and therefore he would perform: I have 
ſworn, ſaith he, and therefore will perform, 
that I will keep thy t atues, Pſ. cxix. 106. 

Thus much for the doctrinal part: I ſhall 
be very ſhort in the application. 

There is but one ute that I thall make of 
this point, and that ſhall be a uſe 'of exhor- 
tation: It js fo, that whatever the people of 
Iſrael did, Foſhua was reſolved- that he and 
his houfe would ſerve the Lord. 

In the firſt place, make a firm rgſolation, 
to give up yourſelves to the Lord and his 
ſervice; let the men of: this world do what 
they pleaſe, if they will not be reformed, let 
them take their courſe; if they are ſo in love 
with hell and damnation, ſo that they will run 
headlong thicker, let them take their courſe. 

A F 4. ** But, | 
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But my dear friends, into whoſe hands 
this i:ttle book ſhall come, do you fincerely 
reſulve 40 give yourſelves up to the LY rd, and 
his ſervice; if o:hers will be for hell, do you 
reſolve to be for heaven; whateverit coſt you, 
xeiolve to cl-ave cloſe to the Lord, in oppo- 
ſition to the malice of the devil, the Intice- 
ments of the fleſh, and the temptations of 
this wicked world. If wicked men ſhould 
entice and ſeek to draw you into fin with 


them, do not yield. but rather anſwer them 


as 7e/epb did his miſtreſs, How can J do this 
great wwickedne/s and fin againſt Ged? Gen. 
xxxix. 9. If at any time any of your old fin- 
ful companions do entice, perſuade, and in- 
treat you i0 go with. them to drinking, gam- 
ing, or any other vile exerciſes, reſolve with 
yourſelves never to yield to any of their per- 
ſuading arguments; labour to obey the 
counſel of Solomon; My ſon, if finners entice 
' thee, conſent thou not. 

Reſolve to take Chriſt in all his offices, in 
all his inconveniences, reſolve to run all 
hazards with him ; be exhorted now, with- 
out delay, to bid an everlaſting farewel to 
all your fins; and from henceforth make a 
firm covenant with thy body and foul to be 


his, ſaying, Lord, I do * lament, and 


am heartily grieved that I have ſpent ſo much 
of my time in rebellion againſt thee, andi in 
chuſing the ways of ſin, but I do here, from 
this time forward, firmly reſolve to bid an. 
utter defiance to all Ws and through thy graee 
enabling 
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enabling me now do covenant with thee to be 
thine, and to forſake all that is near and dear 
unto me in this world, for thy ſake; I am re- 
folved never more to yield myſelf ſervant to 
fin and ſatan but to watch againſt all temp- 
tations, whether of proſperity or adverſity, 
and I do reſolve to take thee for my portion 
and happineſs, promiſing and vowing to ſerve 
thee in holineſs ard righteouſneſs all the days 
of my life; and I do here fully reſolve to 
chooſe Jeſus Chriſt as the way to the Father, 
and to take my lot with, and to run all ha- 
zards with him, reſting upon am. alone, in 
his way for ſalvation. 

Second!y, Reſolve not only to give up your- 

ſelves to the Lord, but reſolve to uſe your 
utmoſt endeavours, that all under yourcharge 
may likewiſeſerve the Lord; Jeſbua did not 
only reſolve to ſerve the Lord himſelf, but he 
reſolved both he and his ſhould ſerve the 
Lord, 
For my part I have been in „ 
but [ never met with but here and there one, 
where the worſhip of God and religious exer- 
ciſes hath been ſet among them. I may ſpeak 
it with ſhame enough; for they never regard- 
ed what became of their immortal fouls. 

Truly, friends, I am apt to think that there 
being ſuch a multitude of prophane, irreli- 
gious families among us in England, is afore- 
runner of ſome ſad judgment approaching; 
for; if the ſc/{pture be the true word of God, 
ſo indeed we muſt expect ſome ſad calamity 
to * us e re + long, if there be not a ſpeedy 
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reformation in houſes and families. See what a. 
threatning there lies in the word of God againſt 
ſach, Jer. x. 25. That the Lord will pour out his 
fury upon the heathen that know him not, and 
«pon the nations that call not upon his name. By 
heathen here is meant, all ungodly, irreligi- 
ous families. Let us, the people of this land, 
have à care, that this ſentence be not pro- 
nounced againſt us. Many of late have com- 
plained of the badneſs of the times, that 
trading is dead, money is ſcarce, and every 
thing 1s dear. But, friends, let there be a 
thought of reformation in houſes and families, 
and then you will ſoon fee as peaceable and 
happy times as ever were known ſince England 
has been inhabited. But if people will ſtill re- 
main to be ir religious and prophane in their 
families, I am afraid that ſome worſe judg- 
ment will befall us than ever yetwe haveſeen: 
how can we expect deliverance from our ene- 
mies, and happy times, whilſt the worſhip of, ' 
God is ſo much neglected, and family duties 
.never regarded ? | 
To conclude : You that are parents, maſ- 
ters, and houſholders, if ever you deſire 
your. own good, and a bleſſing upon your 
families and undertakings, and the good of 
this nation, be entreated now to hear the 
word of exhortation; be exhorted. now, 
no longer to neglect the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God in your families, but as often. 
as you ſee your ſervants and children fin 
againſt God, reprove them, and when you 
ſee them ignorant, inſtruct them. - 
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Let me council you to do this at conve- 
nient opportunities, to cathechiſe your chil- 
| dren and ſervants, at leaſt once every week, 
and inſtru@ them in the priaciples of religi- 
on: every Lord's day in the morning, call 
them . than you do on other days; ard 
as ſoon. as they have done their neceſſary 
buſineſs, before you go with them to the 
publick worſhip of God, read to them ſome 
private inſtruction concerning what they havs 
read, and call upon chem to read ſome of 
God's word,-and then join with them in 
prayer; and after publick worſhip call every 
one of them to an account, concerning the 
ſermon they heard, and ſtir up their memo- 
ries with it, and ediiy them as much as you 
can with thoſe good inſtructions, which the 
preacher has delivered out of the word of 
God, and then inſtruct them in the principles 
of religion: 4nd conclude the evening of 
the Lord's day in reading, and godly con- 
terences, ſinging of pſalms, and praying : 
and every morning in the week, call your 
children and ſervants together, and pray with 
them, before they and you go about the 
works of your calling: and let godly con- 
ference and prayer be every evening's exer- - 
cile, before. you go to reſt; and make a. 
firm. and ſtrong reſolution, as 7o/pua did 
here, that let others ſerve whom they will; 
you'll ſerve the Lord God of I ſrael, ſaying, as 
far me and my bouſe-wwe will Jerve the Lord. © 
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A Prayer for a Family. 


Moſt gracious and ever bleſſed Lord 
God, who art perfect in holineſs, and 
infinite in all thy perfections, look down from 
heaven we beſeech thee with an eye of pity 
and compaſſion upon thine unworthy ſeryarts, 
ſinful duſt and aſhes ; who defire at this time 
with all reverence and humility to addreſs 
ourſelves unto thee, to offer unto thee our 
petitions and requeits in thy ſon's name; for, 
Lord, we confeſs, that we: are conceived 
and born in ſin, and brought into this world 
a ſtock of original corruption, which we 
have derived from our fiſt parents actual 
tranſgreſſions ; and if that were not enough 
to make us miſerable for ever, we have gone 
on all our lives in a courſe of actual rebelli- 
on againit thee ; we are naturally prone to 
all manner. of evil, but we are, backward 
and averſe to any thing that is good: Lord, 
we confeſs, as we have grown in years, ſo 
we have increaſed in all manner of evil, but 
we are backward and averſe to any ching that 
is good, Lord, we confeſs as we have grown 
in years, ſo we have increaſed in all manner 
of fin and ungodlineſs, fo that we have abu- 
fed thy goodneſs, which ſhould have led us 
to repentance; we have run wilfully into fin 
againſt the light of our knowledge, againſt 
the dictates of our own conſciences, we have 
grieved thy ſpirit, weaned thy patience, and. 
| turned 
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turned a deaf ear to thy heavenly calls, and 
flighted thy offers of grace and mercy thro” 
7 — Chriſt. Ah! vile wretches that we 
are, we have lived as if thou didſt ſend as 
into the world for nothing bat to gratify the 
fleſh, and pleaſe our ſenſual appetites ; and 
we have forgot thoſe higa and holy ends, 
which thou hai made for us, which 
is to live to thy praiſe and glory: how 
often halt thou ſtood knocking at the door 
of our hard hearts for entrance, but we have 
barred them up againſt thee by impenitency 
and unbehef ? If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt deal 
with us according to our deſerts, what can 
we expect at thy hands but wrath and our 
_ everlar ing condemnation? But, Lord, thou 
baſt oùt of thy unſpeskable love towards 
mankind, ſent thy dear ſon into the world 
to be a propitiation for our fins, and by his 
ſuſterings and death to take ewway the fins of 
the world: we humbly pray thee for his 
ſake, and for that bitter death and bloody 
paſſion's ſake, "Which we believe he hath 
ſuffered for us, that thou would'lt pardon 
and forgive us all our fins; blot them we 
beſeech thee out of the bock of thy re- 
membrance, nail them to his c:ols,, and bury 
them in his grave, that they may never rife 
up àgainſt us, ſhame and con found us in this 
World, or condemn us for ever in the world 
ko come: and to this end, Lord, we hum- 
-bly pray thee, that thou would'ſt give us a 
rue and lively faith in his merits: O let not 
his be an. 3 of our condemna- 
n tion, 
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tion, that we have willfully rejected him; but 
grant, Lord, that we may receive and em- 
brace bim upon ſuch terms as he has offered 
to us in the goſpel. O let Chiiſt be precious 
in our eyes, yea more precious than gold 
or ſilver; and grayt that we may eſteem all 
the riches, and all the pleaſures of this world, 
to be but as droſs and dung in compariſon 
of Chriſt; for what ſhall it profit us if we 
mould - gain all the riches, and all the- plea- 
ſures of this world, and at laſt loſe Chriſt 
and our immortal ſouls ? And ho miſerable 
will gur condition be, if we ſhould die in a 
Chriſtleſs ſtate? Lord, we pray thee unite us 
to Chriſt by faith, that he may be one with 
us; and wean our hearts, we beſeech thee, 
from the love of all earthly things, continu- 
ally to live and converſe with thee above, 
while we walk and act here upon earth. 
And, Lord, we humbly beg of-thce, that 
thou would ſt work in us a godly ſorrow for 
all our fins paſt; let it heartily repent us, 
that we ſhould ever be fo vile as to offend 
- fo good and gracious a God as thou art: 
grant, Lord, that we may put the knite of 
mortiſication to the throat of our beloved 
luſts: grant that we may learn to cut off 
our right hand fins, and pluck out our right- 
eye fins. O that thou wovld®tt be pleaſed. 
to give us a new birth, and make holinefs 
to be natural to us: mollify, we beſeech 
thee, our hard hearis, and write thy laws 
upon them: change, we beſeech thee, ogr . 


natures, and renew our wills; and conform 
r them 
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them to thy holy and heavenly will; and 
rant us the guidance and aſſiſtance of thy 
holy ſpirit, that we may yield hearty and ſin- 
cere obedience to thy will; let us not any 
longer allow ourſelves in the omiſſion of any. 
known duty; and grant that we may hence- 
forth fight againſt fin, and refit all the 
temptations of the devil, the fleſh, and the 
world, that fin more and more dying and 
declining in us, grace and holineſs may more 
and more grow and increaſe in us, that going 
on from one degree of grace to another, aclaſt.. 
we may be perfect and completed in glory. 
And, Lord, we humbly. pray thee, that thou 
wouldſt look with an eyeof pityand compaſſion 
upon this ſinful nation unto which we belong, 
we muſt confeſs that we have been z diſobe- 
Gent and gainſaying people; thy mercies 
would never win us, nor yet thy judgments . 
awaken us, nor none of thy acts of provi- 
dence would any ways work upon us, but 
we have gone on obſtinately in our rebellion 
againſt thee, ſo that thou mighteſt e' er this 
time have juſtly delivered us up a prey to 
our enemies: bleſs, we beſeech thee, the 
king's majeſty both at home and abroad, 
give him victory and ſucceſs over all his ene- 
mies: bring to nought we beſeech thee, 
thoſe plots. and conſpiracies which are con- 


trived againſt thy glory, and good of thy | 


church: give him, we beſeech thee, > 
and proſperous reign over us on earth, an 


at lat crown him with everlaſting glory in 


ay. life to come. Conſider, we beſeech 
thee, 
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thee, all ſuch as ſuffer any kind of afffiction, 
whether of body or mind ; ſanctify, we be- 
ſeech thee, affliction unto them, that they 
may work ſor tbem a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of gypry: And as thou 
baſt hitherto preſerved us from our infancy 
unio this pretent day and hour, ſo we beſeech 
thee, cominue thy care over us, *by thy di. 
vine providence, and command thy holy 
angels to pitch their t-nts round about us, 
for our defence and fafety :. bleſs us, we be- 
ſeech thee, both in our going out and com- 
ing in, both in our lying down and riſing, 
that whether we ſleep or WAKE; live or die, 
we may always be thine: © Lord, we pray 
thee, make us ſo wife that we. may know 
and conſider, in this our day of viſitation, 
thoſe things which concern our everlaſting 
peace, beiore they are hid from our eyes: 
and grant that we may live every Gay as if 
It were our laſt day, and fo order our thoughts, 
words, and actions, that we may give up 
our account at laſt with joy, and inherit 
everlaſting life. Theſe bleſſings, and what 
ſoever thou knoweſt requiſite and neceſſary 
for us, we humbly beg and crave at thy 
hands, upon the account and through the 
mercies of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and only 
Saviour; in whoſe name and words we fur- 
ther call upon thee, as himſelf hath 99s 
5 ſaying, Our - nate oc, 
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Matth. xix. 16. Good Mo/ter what all I as 
4 ta mnherit eternal Life? 


HE reaſon why I give theſe directi- 

ons, is, becauſe ſo many thouſands 

flock to hell, when they veiily think they 

are gojpg the way to heaven: And others 

go ſecutely on in their fins, running on in all 

e ind of wickedneſs, not conſidering what will 
become of them, until they drop into hell. 

Firſt. 1 will give you a ſhort hint of the 
dread ful {late of the wicked, and of the 
Joyful ſtate of the godly; with ſome directi- 
ons in nder to your falvation. 

Conſider, firſt, all you that continue in 
your ſin, and will not be perſuaded to repent, 
and lead a new life, how dreadful your 
ſtate will be it laſt; for as long as you 
remain in your unconverted ſtate, God and 
you are enemies, you are under his wrath 
and curſe; you are ſlaves to the devil: And 
beſides all this, you are in danger every hour 
of dropping into hell for you know not how 
ſuddenly death may ſeize upon you: And 
then if you are unprepared, you ſhall be 

. © hauled by the devils down to hell, where 

vou ſhall be kept in chains and darkneſs, 
until the dreadful judgment of the great 

© "day, when your bodies ſhall be raiſed to 

Ale again, and be' ſummoned before the 

r | judgment 
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jodgment ſeat. of Chriſt, where you ſhalt. 
give a ſtrict account of all things that you. 
have thought, done, or ſpoken in your life- 
time; there you ſhall ſtand trembling before 
your offended judge expecting that doleful 
ſentence to be pronounced upon you, Depart- 
from ma, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. 

No ſooner is this dreadful ſentence paſt, 
but away you muſt be gone, away you ſhall 
be hauled by the devils, with the reſt of your 
camn'd crew, dewn into the lake that burns. 
with/fire-and brimſtone, and never have eaſe 

nor end. 

But, on the other ſide, conſider how happy 
your conditions will be, if you in time re- 
pent, and forſake your ſins, and become 

new creatures; that then God will be your 
father, Chriſt will be your brother, and the 
ſpirit will be your comforter: Vou ſhall be 
filled with the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which a thouſand times ſurpaſſeth all worldly 
joys, and you ſhalt have the free and full 
pardon of your fins, ſo that they ſhall be 
remembered no more. 8 
And beſides all this, whenſoever death 
comes, whether ſooner or later, you ſhall be 
ſure of heaven, and at your laſt gaſp the 
angels ſhall carry your ſoul, as they did the 
ſoul of Laxarus, into the kingdom of heaven. 
And as for your body, that, ſhall be laid in 
the grave, as in the bed of Chriſt, there to 
zex until the glorious morning of the reſur- 
EY” 1 n tection;. 
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rection; and then your bodies ſhall be raiſed 


again, and faſhioned like unto the glorious 
body of Chriſt; and ſoul and body being 
then re- united, you ſhall be openly acknow- 

ledged, and hear that comfortable ſentence 
pronounced unto you, Come ye Sleſed of my 

Father, inherit the kingdom which was prepared 
for you from the beginning of the world. Then 
you ſhall be received with rejoicing and tri- 
umphing into heaven of heavens, and the 
place of joy and bliſs. There you ſhall be 
ſtrip'd of all your robes of mortality, and be 
cloathed in immortality: then you ſhall fic 
down to reſt with 4braham, 1/anc and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven. There you ſhall 
poſſeſs ſuch divine treaſure, ſuch rare joys, 
yea, variety of joys, and ſuch ſweet delights 
as no mortal eye hath ever ſeen, no mortal” 
ear hath ever heard, nor can it enter into the 
heart to conceive, what joys and delights. 
God hath prepared for you in heaven. Ihen 
ſhall you be for ever free from all kind of 
fin and ſorrow : There ſhall be no more death, 

neither forreaw, nor crying, neither ſhall there 
be any more pain; for the former things are 
paſſed away, and G fhall wife away all 


tears from your eyes, Rev. xix. 4. There ſhall 


be life without death, health without fick- 
ne!s, and pleaſure without pain; as you ſhall 
be tree from ail evil, ſo you ſhall enjoy all. 
the good, that ean be enjoyed: There you 


_ Thall-rejoice one with another, and with one 
Kart and voice ſhall there ſing praiſes and. 


halle-. 
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ballelujabs to God, and to the lamb that 
fits upon the throne, for ever and ever. 
And row, | hope you are ready to, aſk, 
What ſhall we co, that we may eſcape 
_ everlaſting torments and get ſafe to heaven! 
And begin to be pricked at the heart, and 
, are ready to ſay. What ſhall we do to de · ll © 
ſaved ? | 
Anl. If it be ſo that you earneſtly defire 
F to know the way to heaven, and are willing 
to walk in that way; then, as I in my little 
book of young ones gave nine Directions, 
what they ſhall do to eſcape bell and attain 
| heaven; ſo here I will give you ſome direc- 
tions, what yeu ſpall do to be ſaved; and in- 
ſtead of many, I. will only give you theſe 
two: that is Frepent and believe the goſpel!) 
ſoilow thoſe two directions, and you are in 
the right way to heaven: The law indeed 
requires perfect obedience ; but no mere 
man ſince the fall is able perfectly to keep 
the commandments of God, and by the 
works of the law, can never be ſaved. 

God has by Chriſt our redeemer required 
faith and repentance as the condition of the 
goſpel, by which eternzl life is to be had, 

Faith and repentance is all that God requires, 
in order io our ſalvation ; Repent, and believe 
the goſpel, and you ſhall certainly be ſaved. 
I will give you as plain directions, as poſſi- 
bly L can, how you ſhall attain to theſe two 


graces. » Y . 
| Pp Firft,- 


& 
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Fir, For repentance. You muſt know that 
there are two kinds of repentance; there is 
a falſe repentance and a true repeatance. 

4 falle repentance is that which a man is 
driven to, thio' fear of hell and qamnatioa; 

. when a wicked man lies upon his death-bed, 
then he ſeems to be {orry for his fins paſt, 
and makes many fair promiſes of a new. life; 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to reſtore him to his 
former health, he follows his old courſe 
again, Now this kind of repentance can 
never be effect ual to ſalvation, | 

UI. How you muit mind what true re- 
pentance is. 

True repentence is a ſaving grace, where- 
by a finner, out of a true ſenſe of his fin, 
and apprehenſion of the mercy of God in 
Chriſt, doth with grief and harred of his fin 
turn from it unto God, with full purpoſe of, 
and endeavour after, new obedience, 

But now ſeeing without this repentance 
there is no getting.to heaven, and th«t we 
cannot repent of ourſelves, it is. of God's 
free gift; I will therefore give you ſome 
plain directions how repentance may be had. 
and how to go through with it; for though 
we cannot repent of ourſelves, yet if we do 
not repent, the fault hes upon us. 

1, The firſt ſtep to true repentance, is the 
examination of yourſelves; try your hearts, 
and ſearch into your former lives, how, and 
after what manner you have ſpent your time 

ſince you have been a child; and to this end, 
4 
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I counſel you to make a catalogue of all your 
fins you can poſſible call to mind; for which 
pufpoſe you muſt take the ten command. 
ments for your pattern. 

2. The ſecond ſtep to true Spentance, i 
the confeſſion of thoſe ſins you have this 
found out: You gnuft ſpread them all before 
the Lord, and confefs them all in particular 
with all circumftances, as the time when, 
place where, and manner how ſuch and ſuch 
things were committed. Now many con- 
feſs in general, they are finners, but few 
confeſs their fins. And if your fins are ſo 
innumerable, that you cannot find out every 
particular, then confeſs the reſt in general: 
And there is no doubt but God will take this 
for a true and ſincere confeſſion, inthat there 


is no known fin that you would willingly 


hide from God. 

3- Another ſtep of true repentance 1s god- 
Iy jorrow for thoſe fins thus confeſſed: And 
it is godly ſorrow that works repentance un- 
to ſalvation, never to be repented of. Now 
for the obtaining of this godly ſorrow, you 
muſt uſe theſe means. 

1. Lay to heart how good and how mer- 
ciful God hath been to you: how: many 
tokens of his love and kindnefs he hath 
beftowed upon you, and yet how ill. you 
| have requited him. Seriouſly conſider how 
he hath delivered you from ſuch and ſuch 
enemies: That notwithſtanding your many 

Provocations, 


by 


—"» 
. 
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provocations, yet he hath borne with you all 
this while: He hath patience with you, and 
waits for your repentance, who might in 
juſtice have ſnatched you away, whilſt you 
are ſinning, and ſent you quick to everlaſting 
burnings; yet ſtill he ſpares you; yet he 
gives you every day freſh ſupplies of his mer- 
cy: And, as before you, were to make a 
catalogue of your fins, ſo here make a 
catalogue of God's mercies, thoſe ſeveral 
kinds of mercies and favours 'you have re- 
ceived from him, and then Jay to heart what 
a baſe and unthankful wretch you bave been, 
thus to provoke- and grieve ſo good and 
merciful a God. Think thus with yourſelf, 
O that I fhould be futh a baſe wile aureteb, for 
to provoke and grieve /o long a Father, that has 
been /o good and gracious unto me ! So merciful 
a Saviour, that died for me! | 
Such conſiderations, deeply laid to heart, 
will prick your heart into godly ſorrow for 
your ſins; as Peter, when he conſidered how 
he denied Chriſt, went out and wept bitterly, 
Matth. xxvi. 75. q 
2. Keep in mind moſt of thoſe fins where- 
by you have mott diſhonoured God, and 
\ grieved his ſpirit; This alſo will be a means 38 
{to work in you godly ſorrow, | "438 
3 Ply the throne of grace, by earneſt and 11 
- conſtant nel that God may take away : 
that ſtony heart of your fleſh, and give you 
- 8 heart of fleſh, as he hath promiſe „ Exel. 


xxxvi. 
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xxxvi. 30. But it may be, God will no: 
ſeem to hear your prayers preſenily, if there- 


fore you cannot find your heart to relent the 
firſt time, go and pray again and again, and 
give God no reſt till he hear you; and then 
for certain, one time or other, God will melt 
your hearts into godly ſorrow and remorſe 
for your former ſins; and then this exceller.t 
grace of repentance is begun and wrought 
in you. | 

The next thin hat is to be done is 


this, beg heartily to ded for the pardon of your 
A may be caſt bebind his 


And ther aſtly, make a firm} trong, and 


ſettled reſolution henceforth to lead a ne 


life ; this muſt not be a weak reſolution, but 
it mult be a ſettled, a deliberate reſolution, 
Now, when a man ſeriouſly conſiders, that 
except he becomes a new creature, he can- 
not be ſaved, and he therefore takes up a 
ſtrong and fixed reſolution henceforth to lead 
a new life, the work is more than half done; 
that man is not far from the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Thus far the act of repentance : Now [ 
will give ſome helps for the daily renew- 
| ng of your repentance. 

. Every morning as ſoon as you riſe, 
| rn yourſelves before the throne wf 
grace, and earneſtly beg for God's affilting 


grace, io Keep you from falling into any 
kind 


ay be weſped away in the 


» 
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kind of fin that day; for after a man is re- 
generated, he is yet daily liable to fall into 
any fin, without the affiftance of God's 
ſpecial grace. .! 

2. When you have thus done, then go a- 
bout the works of your calling but ſet a 
ſtrict and continual watch over your heart, 
and all your ſenſes” And as often as the 
devil doth tempt you to any kind of fin, or 
doth offer you any bait, then immediately 
lift up your heart to Gon, by ejaeulatory 
prayer, as thus: Lord, vanquiſh ſatan at 
this time, that he do not overcome me: 
Lord preſerve me this once from falling in- 
to fin: Lord, have mercy on my ſoul, and 
ſtrengthen me, againſt this temptation of the 
devil; that I be not overcome.” And if 
wicked men ſhould at any time ſeek to draw 
you into fin, make a firm reſolution with 
yourſelf never to confent, and as much as 
poſſibly you can; keep yourſelf from the 
company of wicked men. This is the firſt 
ſte p in the way to heaven, Repentauce. 

The ſecond is Faith: As firſt I directed 
you to Repent, ſo ſecondly, Believe the goſpel. 
No faith is a ſaving grace, whereby we 
receive and reſt uponChriſ alone for ſalvation, 
as he 1s freely offered unto us in the goſpel. 
Now, ſeeing a true ſaving faith is not in your 
power, but it is the gift of Gd, and God al- 
ways beſtows it upon thoſe that uſes the - 
means which he hath | erg in his word 
for the obtaining of it: I ſhall therefore 
75 G "I 
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give you ſome directions what you ſhall do 
to have this grace of faith wrought in you. 
I. Be diligent in reading the ſcriptares : 
firſt,. you mult every morning and evening: 
read a chapter in your bible, or elſe ſome 
part of a godly ſermon; and when you read 
you mult not run it over, and then leave it; 
you had as good do nothing as to do ſo; 
but when you read; you muſt take ſpecial 
heed what you are reading of. 
' - 2. Be fervent and diligent in hearing the 
word preached, For faith cometh by hearing, 
and heariug by the word of God, Rom. x. 17. 
When you are at church, you muſt hearken 
with all the attention you can; hearken ear- 
neſtly, as if you were to die preſently, and 
go to judgment. And for your help herein, 
you mu mark what is the doctrine, what 
are the reaſons and uſes, and how many they 
are. | 
3. Whilſt you are hearing, ſet a reſolution 
to. practiſe what you hear; and when you 
come home, call over che heads of the ſermon 
in your mind, and turn every uſe and direc- 
tion, that has been delivered, into prayer; 
pray for God's bleſſing on it, and make it 
matter of your meditation all the week; and 
then, laſtly, ſet yourſelf to the practiſe of it. 
Another means for the getting of a ſa- 
virg faith, is earneſt prayer unto God for it, 
Mat. vii. 7. Af, and you Hall have; /eeh, 
and you ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened 
unte you. But you will ſay, it may be God will | 
| not 
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not accept of my prayers; for God heareth not 
tuners, and the prayers of the wicked are an a- 
bomination unto him. I anſwer, it is wilful 
ſinners that God will not hear; they that 
pray for mercy and Other good things, and 
yet hate to be reformed, the prayers of ſuch 
God will not regard ; but they that come to 
God in a returning way, with a full purpoſe 
to leave their fin, and pray, and earneſtly 
defire grace, eſpecially this grace of faith, 
they ſhall certainly be accepted, and have 
their prayers granted. 

Now concerning the act of falth, take but 
this direction: make a catalogue of all the 
promiſes, as you did before of your fins, and 
God's mercies; and then heartily believe, 
and aſſure yourſelves, that every one of thoſe 
promiſes belong to al} thoſe that perform the 
conditions of thoſe promiſes ; and if you per- 
form the condition, then thoſe promiſes be- 
long to you. As for inſtance, I will name 
this one particular promiſe, Mat. xix. 29. 
Every one that hath forſaken houſes, or brethren, 
or /iſter, or father or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands for my name's ſake, ſhall receive an 


2 fuld, and ſpall inherit everlaſting life. 


"Which God of | his infinite n grant unto 
1 all, Amen. 


* 
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Jonn v. 28, 29. Marvel not at this, the hour 
75 coming, wherein all that are in their graves 
ſpall hear his voice, and come forth ; they 
that have done goed, unto the reſurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil, unto the 


reſurrection of damnation. 


UR bleſſed Saviour in theſe words ſets 
forth unto us the ſtate and condition 

of all men at the laſt day; for as fin hath 

brought death into the word, and nothing 
is more certain than death, ſo nothing is more, 
certain than that our bodies mufi one day 
be raiſed again from the duſt of the earth, 

all other creatures, vhich move upon the 
earth, whenſoever they die, there is an end 

of them, they ſhall never come in being 
CN / | 6, more. 


Ln 
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more. Zut with man it is otherwiſe, God 
hath endowed man with an immortal ſoul, . 
that ſhall never die; a beginning a man has,. 
but he ſhall never have an end; when death 
comes, his foul ſhall for ſome certain ſpace 
of time be ſeparated from bis body, laid a 
while to reſt in the duſt of the earth: But at 
lat the trumpet twill ſound, and then all that 
are in their graves ſpall hear his voice and come 
Forth; they that have done pooll unto the rejut- 

rectiom of life, and they that ha ue done evil unto _ 
the reſurrection of damnation. 

The doctrine which I ſhall raiſe from 
hence/is this: That all mankind, both good 
and bad, ſha!} at the found of the laſt. 
trumpet be raiſed again from the duſt of * 
earth. 

Now my method alt be this. 

1. To prove, that there ſhall be a refur- 
rection. ; 

2. Of the perſons that ſhall be raiſed; 
that is, A hat art in the grave. 

Dy what-means the dead ſhall be n | 
ed, that is, by the Sound of the trumpet, they 
ſhall bear the woice, and ball come forth. ' 

4. Fhe different ſtate and condition of all 
men at the reſurrection: They that have done 
gba unto the refurrettion of Jife, but they that 
have done evil, to the refurrettion of damng- 


tion. 


8 And Jaftly, to-convince us all by way 
. .of application" of the drawing on of this 
time, and therefore that we muſt not marvel 
r G 3. inn 
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at it: Marwel not at this for the hour is com- 
ing, &c. | 

1. To prove there ſhall be a reſurrection, 
which I ſhall. do; firſt from the ſcripture, 
which is the true and infallible word of 
God: to inſtance in ſome few places, as, 
J xxvi. alſo 1 Cor. xv. where you have a 
large deſcription of the reſurrection: Alſo, 
Aci xxiv. 15. And have hope towards God, 
which they tbemſelues alſo allow, that there 
Hall be areſurretion both of the juſt aud unjuſt. 
Likewiſe Dan. xii. 2. Many that are aſleep in 
the duft, ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting life, 
and /ome te ſhame and everlaſting contempt. 
Alſo Ho/ea iii. 14. God has there promiſed 
xedemption from death, to ranſom them 
from the power of the grave. | 

2. Now if we would believe the ſcripture, - 
we mul: believe the reſurrection of the 
body; for the word of God is true and faith- 
ful, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſaid in 
his goſpel, That heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
away, before one jot or title of his word ſhall 
Fall to the ground, Mat, v. And beſides all 
this, thoſe ſcripture-promiſes, which have 
been already fulfilled in all the ages of the 
world, may aſſure us of the accompliſhment 
of this one promiſe, That gur bodies ſhall be 
raiſed at the laſ day from the duft of the earth, 
And this is my father's will, ſaith Chriſt, that 
ef all that the father hath given me, I ſhould 
hoſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the 


laſt day, John vi. 30. 2 | 
„ day,] 3 3. That 
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3. That there (hall be a reſurrection of the 
body, may be proved, not only from the 
ſcripture, but alſo from nature itſelf : the 
reſurrection is proved from nature, as we 
may ſee in If, xxvt. 19. he dead men ſpall 
live, together with my dead body ſpall they ariſe; 
awake and fing, ye that dwell in the duſt, for 
thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth 
Hall caft out ber dead. Thy dew is as the dtau 
of herbs, intimates to us thus much, That as 
the herbs and plants ſeem to be dead and 
withered all the winter, yet in the ſpring 
they revive, and come forth freſh and green; 
and as in the night, the ſun is withdrawn, 
and the day ſeems to be buried in the ſilent 
night, ſo in the morning the ſun riſeth as 
bright as ever, and enliveneth the world 
with his glorious beams: fo it is here, tho? 
the bodies of men and women ſeem for a 
time to be loſt, and turned to duſt and cor- 
ruption, yet in the glorious morning of the 
reſurrection they ſhall be raiſed to life, and 
revive to an immortal ſtate. 

4. That there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
body, may be proved aiſo by the reſurrec - 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt; that as our Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt ſuffered, died and was buried, that 
by his death he might redeem us from fin 
and hell, ſo he aroſe again, that by the 
virtue of his reſurrection he might redeem 
us again from death and the grave: the apo- 
file makes the reſurrection of Chriſt the 
| foundation of our redemptien, as you may 

vi TH | | 4 
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ee. 1 Cor. xv. 12. Now if Chris be preached 
that he aroſe from the dead, hoav ſay ſome of 
you that- there is no reſurrettion of the dead ? 
Now there were ſome that did not believe 
chat there was any reſurrection of the dead 
and this their incredulity and unbelief the 
apoſtle cenſures, and proves that there ſhall 
be a -reſarreQion ; and that from the doc- 
trine of Chriſt's reſurrection, intimating, 
that if Chtiſt be raiſed from the dead, as he 
preached that he is riſen; then it needs muſt 
follow, that there muſt be'a reſurrection of 
all men from the grave. Now theſe people 
that held ſtrong that opinion, that there ſhall 
de no reſurrection of the dead; yet theſe 
fame men did preach that Chriſt was raiſed; 
but the apoſtle tells them plainly, That if it 
be Jo, that there is no reſurrection of the dead, 
, then Chriſt is not riſen. And if Chriſt be not 
riſen, he tells them what a ſad.condition we 
are in: for all our preaching, praring, and all 
eve dg and ſuffer for Chriſt, is in vain, v. 14. 
but fn ver. 20. the apoſtle reconciles both 
arguments 2 3 But now Cbriſ is rijen 
from the dead, and become the- firft fruits of 
them that ſept: ſo that here the apoſtle aſſures 
them, that Chriſt 1s riſen from the dead, 
and by the virtue and power of his reſur- 
rection al} mankind ſhall one day be raiſed 
from the grave, And. beſides, we read in 
Matt. xxv11. that at the reſurrection of Chriſt; 
the grades opened, and many of the bodies of tb 
Jaints-which pt aroſe out of their . $ 

| | which 
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which is an earneſt to us, that by the ſame 
virtue and power all the bodies of men and 
women, that are, and ever have been; and 
ever ſhall be to the world's end, ſhall be 
raiſed again at the laſt day. 

5. That there ſhall be a reſurreftion of 
the body, is an article of our faith; there- 
fore, we cannot deny the reſurrection, except 
we remove our belief, and deny our chriſtia- 
nity itſelf; this was an article of the apoſtles 
faith, Ads xxiv. 15. And have hope towards 
God, which themſelves allow, that there ſhall 
be a rijurreftion of the dead, beth of the Juft 

and of the unjuſt. 

But it may be ſome will object and ſay, 
How can it be that all the dead can be raiſed, 
for many are drowned in the ſea, and their car- 
cafſts are eaten up by fiſhes, and many men have 
been burnt to aſbes, and their aſhes minyled a- 
mung the 2 of the earth, and ſcattered up and 
down, no hnows where ? 

To this Janſwer, that to man, indeed, 
this is impoſſible to be; but if God be infi- 
nite in his wiſdom and power, as indeed he 
is; then he makes the duſt of every man, 
woman and child, and by his all-wiſe pro- 
vidence knows what duſt belongs to ſuch 
and ſuch a þody ; where-ever it is ſcattered. .. 

Friends, here will be a declaration of in- 


| finite power! For know this, he that by his 


power made all things out of nothing, can 
. by the ſame Pony raiſe our bodies 
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again out of ſomething, even out of their 
own ſubſtance or matter. , 
Thus I have ſufficiently proved, that there 
will be a reſurrection of the dead. 
2. The ſecond thing to be conſidered from 
the text is the number of the dead which 
ſhall be raiſed ; that is, all, for ſo ſaith our 
Lord and Saviour here in the text : The hour 
is coming wherein all that are in their graves 
fall bear his voice, &c. All, that is, all the 
ſons and daughters of Adam, that have ever 
lived ſince the world began, and all that ever 
Mall live and die to the end thereof; all muſt 
riſe and make their appearance at the laſt 
day; St. Jobs declares in his viſion, Rev. xx. 
12. That he:ſaw tbe dead bath great and mall 
fland before Ged. By imali and great, we 
are not to underſtand the phraſe in reſpect of 
ſtature, as if ſome ſhall appear grown men, 
and ſome children; we muſt all appear then 
in the ſtature and fullneſs of Chriſt, that is, 
of a middle ature, or that ſtature Adam was 
Created in, which was of a middle ſtatare; 
the oldeſt ſhall appear no older, and the 
youngeſt no younger; but by ſmall and great 
we are to underſtand, | 
Firft, Thoſe that died of all ages, from 
the oldeſt, to the child that is ſtill born. 
| Secondly, By ſmall and great, we are to 
| underſtand all fates and degrees of / men and 
women, both high and low, rich and poor, 
noble and ignoble; all ſorts and ſtates of men 
muſt then make their appearance, from 2 


The Future State of Man. 153 

king on the throne, to the beggar on the 
dunghill; and wer. 13. St. Jchn did fee in 
his viſion, That the ſea gave up her dead; and 
death and hell, that is, the earth and the grave, 
caft up their dead and all were judged according 
to their weyks, All the elements at the call 
of Chriſt muſt give up their dead; all that 
the fire hath canſumed and burnt to aſhes, 
all that ever have been buried in the ſea, 
and all that have been buried in the earth, 
as ſoon as the laſt trumpet ſounds they muſt 
all come forth, none ſhall be ſo great as to 
eſcape, zud none ſhall be ſo ſmall as to be 
forgotten. Oh! what a great, what a vaſt 
aſſembly will there be, when all the ſons 
and daughters of Adam ſhall meet together: 
To ſee an army of men together, we think it 
is a great fight. If all the men and women 
in Great-Britain were to meet together, at 
one place, what a great, what an invincible 
great aſſembly would there ſeem to be: But 
alas! what is .Great-Britain to the whole 
world, it is counted but a garden plat to other 
. nations. And what is the whole world now 
living, in reſpe& of all ages that are paſt 
and to come! All the I aelites of old which 
were counted as the ſands of the fea, they 
were ſo innumerable; and beſides them, ſo 
many millions of millions that have been 
ſain in the wars, ſo many thouſands that have 
been ſwallowed up in earthquakes, ſo many 
thouſands of millions of millions that bave 
died by the peſtilence and all other mortal 
diſtempers, in all ages of the world, and all 
| G 5 that 
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- that have died naturally in infancy, in youth, 

middle age, and old age, and all that are 
now living, and that ſhall live to the world's 
end; when all theſe ſhall meet together at 
the general reſurrection, O what a wonder- 
ful meeting will there be! We muft all appear 
before the judgment feat of Cbriſt, ſaith the 
apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Friends, both you that read this treatiſe, 
and I who write, we muſt all make our ap- 
pearance there, all that are in their graves 
muſt hear his voice, and come forth. 

Thirdly, The third thing to be conſidered 
is this, by what mcans all the dead ſhall be 
raiſed; that is, by the ſound of the laſt 
trumpet; for ſo ſaith our Saviour in the text, 
All that are in their graves ſhall hear his voice 
and came forth; and what voice this is that 
the dead ſhall hear, you may ſee in 1 Cor. 
xv. 52. that is, the ſound of the laſt trum- 
pet, For the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead 
Hall be rai/ed; and who that is, which fhall 
ſound this tiumpet, you may ſee in 1 The/. 

Iv. 15, 16. For this aue unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we which are alive, ſhall not 
prevent them which are aſleep, for the Lord hin- 
elf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the | 
trumpet of God. K N 
- $0 that you ſee that this trumpet ſhall be 
ſounded by an archangel: So Mat. xxiv. 30, 
31. They ſhall ſee the ſon of man coming in the 

clouds of heaven with power and great 8, 


a . 
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and he ſhall ſend bis angels with a great ſound 
of a trumpet, and they ſhall gather together bis 
ele from the four winds, from one end of hea- 
gen to the other. © 

Thus we'ſee by what means the dead ſhall 
be raiſed : that is, by the voice of the arch- 
angel, by the ſound of the laſt trumper, 
which voice ſhall be uttered more loud and 
ſhrill than thunder, uttering theſe words, 
Ariſe, ye diad, and come to judgment. Now a 
few verſes before the text, ver. 25. we have 
another voice that is ſounding 1 in the ears, 
The hour is coming and now' is, that the dead 
Hall hear the wnice of the Jon of God, and bey 
that hear, ſhall live. Now theſe two voices, 
that of the text, and ver. 25. tho” they ſeem ., 
to be alike in ſound, yet they differ much; : 
= that in theſe two reſpetts : 

. Firſt, in reſpett of time: that voice 

ſpoken of in ver. 25. 1s uttered in the pre- 

tenſe the 7 8 is coming, and now is, c. 

Bat that voice ſpoken of in the text, is ſpo- 

ken of altoget er in the future tenſe, che 

hour is coming, mark, there is no new it 15, 
but. is i a time that is come. 

2.. There is a great difference betwixt 
theſe two voices, and that in reſpect of the 
ſenſe and meaning of the words, far thoſe . 
of the firſt voice are gracious and inviting 
words, which are interpreted by divines after 
this manner: Ariſe, ye dead, and come to juag- 
ment. That i is, thoſe that are dead in their 


fins, and rotting and ſtinking in the 2 
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their luſts: Now theſe are under the call of 
the goſpel, and they that hearken to this 


call, and obey his voice, and ſo come ta 
Jeſus Chriſt, by a true and lively faith, and 
unfeigned repentance, they ſhall by Chriſt 
obtain everlaſting life. But whether the 
will hear this voice, or whether they wi 
flop their ears again it; yet let them know 


there is another voice, which ſhall be uttered 


to the world, which is a voice of power; 
and that voice they muſt hear, whether they 
will or no, Ari/e, ge dead, and come to judg- 
ment. h | 

Conſider, friends, tho” you now ſtop your 


8 ears, and will not hear the ſound of the 


trumpet of the goſpel; ye know this, there 


is another trumpet, which will one day 


ſound, calling, all the dead out of their 
graves, ſaying, Ariſe, ye dead, and come 10 


| judgment; and whenever this laſt trumpet 


ſounds, you muſt hear it whether you will 


or no; the depth of the grave ſhall not 


hinder the ſound, no nor the depth of the 
ſea ſhall hinder it. . 

He that could at firſt command all things 
out of nothing by the word of his power, ſo 
at the laſt day he will but ſpeak the word, 
aud the dead ſhall riſe, and make their ap- 

arance before the tribunal ſeat of Chriſt. 

The ſound of this laſt trumpet ſhall be ſo 
loud, that it ſhall be heard all over the world, 
it ſhall pierceeven to the bottom of the ſea, 
and to the bowels of the earth; No ſooner 

| | ** 
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is this trumpet ſounded, but the ſound ſhall 
be obeyed ; no ſooner is the voice uttered, | 
Ariſe, ye dead, and come to judgment, hut im- 
mediately the graves in all the church-yards, | 
and in all other places throughout the whole | 
world, ſhall be opened, and the body of 
every man and woman ſhall be framed out 
of his own duſt, and bone ſhall be joined to 
bone, and every part and member ſhall be 
Joined in its place and order ; and every foul 
ſhall return to its own body: the ſea ſhall 
give up their dead; and the fire, and, earth 
{ball give up their dead, and then immedi- 
ately they ſhall all be gathered together, even * 
to the valley of Jebeſbaphat, to be preſentd 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt; as you 
may ſee, Joel iii. 12. For Chriſt fays, the 
hour is coming wherein all that are in their | 

aves Hall hear bis woice, and come forth, 

Fourthly, The fourth thing conſiderable in | 

the text, is the different ftate and condition 
of all mankind at the reſurrection; that is, 
fome ſbull ariſe to the reſarretion of life, aud ſome 
to the reſurretion of damnation, Now the dif- 
- ferent ſtate of good and bad, at the reſurree- 
tion, may be coſidered in theſe reſpects: 

1. They differ in reſpe& of time: For, 
tho” all mankind ſhall be raiſed from the duſt 
of the earth, yet they ſhall not be raiſed all 
at one and the ſame time; there ſhgll be two 
reſurrections, firſt of the ſaints, and then of 
the wicked. Many there be which affirm. 
that chere ſhall be a thouſand years barn, 
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the reſurrection of the ſaints, and of the 


wieked; that the ſaints ſhall all riſe at the 
coming of Chriſt in the clouds, with all his 


- glorious train of heavenly hoſt, and ſhall 


reign with him a thouſand years upon the 


earth; and that the reſt of the dead ariſe not 


— 


until that thouſand years are accompliſhed, 
Riv. xv. 4, 5. Some ſay this means the com- 
plete number of a thouſdnd years: And 
ſome ſay the meaning of the ſpirit of God 
here, is not the number of 4 thouſand years, 
but only a conſiderable ſpace” of time: But 
Iwill not affirm any thing of that. This 
we are certain of, that there ſhall be a differ- 
ence between the reſurrection of the good, 
and of the bad, in reſpect of time: For St. 
Paul in this caſe, as we may ſee, 1 T iv. 
16. faith, that the dead in Chrift Hall riſe 
Art: And if the dead in Chriſt riſe firſt, 
the reſurrection of the wicked muſt needs 
follow after: And, Act, xvi. 15. There ſhall 
be a reſurrection both of the juſt and of the un- 
juft.. Firſt, of the juſt and then of the un- 
juſt, but how long a time there ſhall be 
between, I will not poſitively affirm. - - 

2. There ſhall be a difference between the 
reſurrection of the good, and of the bad; 
and that in reſpect of their image ahd ſhape : 
The bodies of the Jaints ſhall be rai/ed in glory, 
like unto Chris glorious body; Phil, iii. 21 
faith the apoſtle, vob Hall change our vile 
badies,. and faſhion them like unto the glorious 
body of Chriſt... Thus Chriſt himſelf gives us 

kd : . 
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a deſcription of the brightneſs of the. ſaints, * 
bodies at the — Matr. viii. 93. 
Then ſhall the righteous ſhine as the = in tbe 
kingdom” of their father. 455 
The bodies of our firſt parents in their 
ſtate of innoceney were adorned with a glort- 
ous beauty and'comelineſs. Now this ſhould. 
have been the ſtate and condition of the bo- 
dies of all their poſterity, if they had not 
ſinned; but hath ſtripped us of that glorious 
beauty and ornament, and without artificial 
cloathing our bodies are very loathſome and 
vile; the bodies of the ſaints ſha!l be changed .. 
and faſhioned liks unto the Series, body of 
Chrif. 
But, on the other fide; the bodies of the 
wicked ſhall at the reſurrection appear more 
monſtrous, vile, and deformed, than they 
were before in their ſtate of nature; and be- 
ſides, the bodies of the ſaints ſhall be deli- 
vered from that lumpiſhneſs and heavineſs 
that they are now clogged with, and inſtead 
of natural bodies they ſhall be made ſpiritual 
bodies, 1 Cor. xv. 44. and fhall fly to and 
fro as ſwift as ſpirits ; but as for the wicked, 
they ſhall be Sound band and foot, and caft 
into utter darkneſs ; there Hall be weeping gon 
 gnaſhing of tenth. Match. xxii. 13. 
Fifthly and Laſtly, There ſhall alſo be a 
vali difference betwixt the reſurrection of the 
good and of the bad, in reſpect of their 
final ſtate and condition; that they ſhall be 
raiſed unto; " "hey that have done good unto the 
re/urredtion | 
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reſurrection of life, and they that have dont 
evil unto the reſurrection of damnation. The 
good being firſt raiſed, and then immediately 
after, the reſurrectioa both of the juſt and of 
the unjuſt : Then they ihall be divided one 
from ancther, A. @ ſhepherd divideth his ſoeep 
from the goats, Matt. 2 * And he ſhall jet the 
Heeg on his right-hand, but the goats on the left. 
At firſt ſhall e pronounced the joyful ſentence 
upon the righieous, come, ye bleſſed of my father 
inherit the kingdom : But the wicked ſhall be 
fent away with that doleful ſentence, depart 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepa- 
red for the devil and his angels. 

Sixth and Lafty, The laſt thing confide- 
rable in the text, and that which I intend 
ſhall be the apphcation of the whole, is the 
drawing near of the time when the reſurrec- 
tion ſhall be, therefore our Saviour bids us 


not marvel at i it. There were ſome in our 


Saviour's time, and ſome there are in ourdays, 
that marvel when they hear of the reſurrec- 
tion of the body, and of a general judg- 
ment; they will not believe it: but, Oh! 
bow ftrange ſoever they make of it, our 
bleſſed Saviour aſſures them of it, and tells 
them that it will certainly be: Therefore 
this doctrĩne may ſerve to convince us: 
Fir, Of the general reſurreQion, and 
day of judgment: For 1 have in this diſ- 
courſe proved by ſeveral arguments, that 
there ſhall be a reſurtection both of the juſt 
and of the unjuſts and as there is nathuug 
more certain than death, ſo there is nothing 
more 
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more certain than a general reſurrection af- 
ter death. | 

Secondly, This may convince us, that as 
there ſnall be a reſurrection: ſo the time 
when the reſurrection ſhall be, is drawing 
near; ſo ſaith our Lord Chriſt here himſelf 
in the text, marwel not at this, the hour is 
coming, wherein all that are in the grave ſpall 
bere bis woice, and come forth ; and tho* our 
bleſſed Saviour tells us, Matt. Xxiv. 
That neither men nor angels kgow when the 
time ſhall be, yet he aſſures us, T hat the time 
is coming, Acts xvii. 31. we ſee there that 
God hath appointed a day wherein he will 
judge the world : And this appointed time 
is drawing nearer. Do we not ſee the days 
and nights wheel about apace? Ye, fo faſt 
is the time of the general reſurrection com- 
ing on; ſo many times as the ſun has wh:el'd 
round the world fince the creation, ſo many 
rounds is the thread wound off, and keeps 
{till winding off, It is now above 1700 years 
fince our Lord Jefus Chriſt aſcended into 
heaven when the angels ſaid unto the men 
of Nazareth. That this ſame Jeſus ſhall /o 
come again, as you have ſeen him go into bea- 
ven, Acts i. And the time ever fince has 


deen drawing nearer and nearer, and the 


time now certainly cannot be long, but that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will come in the 
clouds, and then the trumpet will ſound, 
and the dead ſhall be iaiſed, and bath + 

| quick 
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- "quick and dead ſhall make a general ap- 


1 
. Here 1 is 2 uſe; of reproof to ſuch as 


| de libefty to run on in ſin, putting far from 


them the evil day: And becauſe. the Lord 
feemeth to delay his coming, therefore 
their hearts are ſet in them to do evil. 
There were ſome in the apoſtles days, and I * 


fear there ate many ſuch in theſe our days, 


that walk after their own luſt, ſaying, 
Where is the promiſe of bis coming ? For ſince 


"the father's fell afteep, all things continue as 
they were from the begt of the creation, 2 
Peter iii. 4. But the pol 

9. 19. That the Lord is not flack concerning his 

pPromiſe (as ſome men count flackneſs) but is long 
 fuffering jowards us, not willing that any ſhould. 


te tells them, Her, 


periſh. But the day of the 2 whenever it 
comes, wrll come as a thief in the night, ver. 


10. And when men ſhall ſay peace and /afety, 


then ſuddenly cometh deſtruction upon them, as 
travail upon a woman wth child, and. they 


FR ſhall not eſcape. My friends, pray have a 


care; for though you think the Lord delay. 
eth his coming, and thereupon you take li- 


bderty to yourſelves to folfil the defires of the 
'- fleſh, yet take heed leaſt the Lord come in 


@ day when you look not for him, in an bour 


* you are not aware of, and cut you aſunder, and 
© @ppornt your portion among the hypocrites, where 
Hall be aueeping and gnaſhing of teeth, Matt. 


Xx1v. 50, 5 1. 


% 
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2. A uſeof exhortation: If it be ſo, that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will certainly come, 
and ſhortly come, and we mult all be pre- 
ſented before him, then how ſhould we live 
here with all care and circumſpection, that 
we may be found of him in peace; blame- 
less, and without ſpot : How ould we la- 
* bour to be Holy in all manner of conver/ation unto 
the coming of the. day of G, I Pet. iii. 
11. Let this be a ſtrong motive to. move 
a chriſtian to the duty and obedience, and 
perſeverance therein. Let the words of 
St. James be as a ſpur to prick you up to 
be ſtedfaſt, and to hold out in the work of 
the Lord, Jam, v. 8. Be penitent, therefere, 
brethren; eftabliſh your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord ps, nish, And let me exhort 
you all in the words of our Saviour, Mark 
xiii. 35. Hatch therefore, for ye know not 
when the time is; and what I ſay anto you, 
1 /ay unto all watch. And in the words of 
the apoſtle, Heb. xx. 25. Exborting one 


another Ja much the more," as you :/ee the day 
approaching. 


And farther to encourage us in well doing, 
and to be more diligent, to tebuke, or ex- 
hart, to perſuade, and encourage one ano- 
ther in well doing; let us conſider, that 
we muſt all one day meet together, to be 
the acquitters, or elſe the condemners of one 
another; tho' death comes and takes away 
A n rom a huſband, and a huſband from 
- a wife; 
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d wife; tho' it takes away parents from their 
Aren, and children from their parents; 

* - tho"death comes and makes a breach among 

relations, neighbours, and families, yet let 

us conſider, that the day of the reſurrection 

will come, and then we ſhall not only ſee and 

know one another, but we ſhall be able alſo 

to ' converſe with one another; but oh! 

what a dreadful meeting, we ſhall then have 

if we ſhould be forced to be the condemners 

of one another at that day ; the apoſtle tells 

us, that the ſaints ſhall judge the world at 

the laſt day: Oh! how dreadful will this 

be, when godly parents ſhall be condemners 

of their own children, the fruit of their own 

bowels,” thoſe whom they once delighted in, 

and loved moſt dearly, now to pronounce 

Chriſi's ſentence againſt them, ' becauſe they 

were ſtubborn, wilful, and would nothearken 

to their godly counſels and admonitions; I 

ſay, for godly parents to exalt and applaud 

Chriſt's ſentence againſt them, when they 

ate condemned to everlaſting fire: Oh! how 

dreadful will this be! And thus tor children 

to condemn their own parents, becauſe they 

let them alone in their evils courſes, and 
would | not correct them nor reprove them: 

and for huſbands and wives to be the con- 

demnation of ane another: Oh! how fad 

will this be! Nay, conſider farther, that re- 

_ lations, families, neighbours, acquaintances, 


who ſpend their precious time together in 
2 
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feaſting, drinking, gaming, and other kid 


of lo-ie living, muſt meet together and be 


the condemnation of one another at the ſaſt 
day. Oh! what a dreadful meeting will 
this be! But on the other hand, conũder, 
that thoſe parents and children, huſbands 
and wives, families and relations, which 
would-no: join with the wicked, but ſpent 


their dime in praying together, and jor one 


another, in ex horting, inſtruct' ng, reproving, 
and encouraging one another: Ob! what 


a joyful meeting will theſe have at the re- 


ſurrection! Now death many times makes 

breach am iy families and relations; a 
ie |aments for the loſs of her huſband; 
e, laments for the loſs of his wife; the 
0 wr ſometimes grieve, becauſe they 
ave loſt a loving father, or a dear motner ; 
and the parents grieve and are caſt down, 


becauſe they have loſt 'a precious child. 


Fat, friends, weep not for your relations 
az without hope, for they are not loſt, and 
the morning of the reſurrection will come, 
the trumpet will ſound, and the dead ſhall 
riſe, and then you ſhajl meet to evpreſs the 
Joy you ſhall have one with another to all 


eternity, if you ipend your time together in 


this world, in the works of faith and obe- 
dience. And now, to conclude, let us all 
therefore ſo live, and fo ſpend” our ſhort 
time here on earth, that in the glrious 
morning of the reſurtection, when the laſt 


trumpet 
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8 trumpet all found, we may riſe to the 
Fe ſurrection of life, and ln and re- 
; _Joice amongſt glorious angels to all eternity: 


Which e why of his mercy grant. 
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